FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN APRIL

April   1
Holy (Maundy) Thursday

April   2
Good Friday

April   3
Holy Saturday

April   4
The Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter

April    6
Lucas Cranach & Albrecht Dürer, Artists
April  20
Johannes Bugenhagen, Pastor
April  21
Anselm of Canterbury, Theologian
April  24
Johann Walter, Kantor
April 25
St. Mark, Evangelist
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

April   4 - 10
Mark 16:6
Daily Prayers – Thanks 

LSB #458

April 11 - 17
John 20:20
Table of Duties – Pastors
LSB #470

April 18 - 24
John 10:16
Table of Duties – Hearers
LSB #709

April 25 – May 1  John 16:22   Table of Duties – Government
LSB #483








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00 - 9:25am: miscellaneous material

Junior Confirmation classes:

     6th-grade, Mondays, 4:00 - 5:30pm 

     7th-grade, Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:30pm 

     Small Catechism, Workbook, videos, miscellaneous material

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30 - 11:30am: 500th Anniversary of the 

     Diet of Worms (April 18, 1521 – Luther: “Here I stand.”)
OFFICAL ACTS:

Death: David Schmaltz, 3-14-21 (funeral: 3-20-21)

“Swallowed Up”
     What kinds of things make us sad?  What might make us cry?  We may cry if someone says something that’s hurtful to us; we probably cry when someone we love is sick or has died.

   Who helps us when we’re sad and cry?: Our family and friends, of course.  They may give us a tissue to dry your tears, send cards to show that they care about us, or put their arm around you or hug you (even in these COVID days!).  But we can be sure that Jesus is always with us to Help us!
     When Jesus died on the Cross, His followers probably cried.  They were sad to see that the Lord they loved so much was dead and buried.  They didn’t yet understand that He’d Rise again (despite Him telling them exactly that numerous times).  It must’ve seemed like death and the grave had “swallowed [Jesus] up.”
  But on that first Easter morning, there were no more sad tears – maybe tears of joy! Jesus Rose from the dead just as He said He would. He was Alive!

     The Old Testament Reading for Easter Sunrise – Isaiah 25:6-9 – is a Promise about Something God would Do:

“He will Swallow up death forever.” (V.8)
Death tried to “swallow up” Jesus; but instead, Jesus Came Alive again.  He’d Won the Victory.  Jesus “Swallowed up death”!
     For our sins, we deserved to die and be separated from God forever.  But Jesus Took our sins onto Himself and Carried them to the Cross.  He was punished for our sins.  He died the death we deserved.  But death couldn’t hold him: On the first Easter morning, Jesus left His tomb.  He’d Won the Victory over sin and death!  Our sins are Forgiven, and we have eternal Life – we’ll Live with God forever!

     The same Verse (8) also says,

“The Lord GOD will Wipe away tears from all faces.”

Jesus is with us now, when we’re happy and when we’re sad.  But when we Live with Him forever in Heaven, there’ll be no more sickness or death, no hurting of crying or sadness.  No tissues or sympathy cards needed!  “God will Wipe away [our] tears!”
     V.9 finally says,

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might Save us.”

The people of God “waited” a very long time for Jesus; but when the time was Right, God Sent Jesus to be our Savior – to die, Rise, Win the Victory over sin; and “Swallow up death!”
     My family and I pray God’s Richest Blessings on all of you as we prepare to celebrate “Holy Week” and the “Resurrection of Our Lord” (in person this year!).

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
NOTE: Anyone not attending public worship due to COVID-19 concerns and desiring Holy Communion can call the church office (989-428-4140) and request a visit from Pastor Dodge.
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: During the Creed we say Christ Ascending into Heaven “according to the Scriptures.”  Why? Aren’t we sure Christ Ascended?
A: Actually, this phrase follows “And the third day He Rose again” (Easter), rather than the Ascension.  Nonetheless, the phrase “according to the Scriptures” means “in accordance with the Scriptures” (i.e., “as the Scriptures said He would”).  In other words, Jesus Rose from the dead on the “third day” just as had been Prophesied in the Bible previously in numerous places.

Q: Please explain your use of “alternate” Readings that are different from what’s printed on the back of the white bulletin insert.

A: There are Readings assigned for each Sunday, Festival Day, and other occasions on the Church Year Calendar (i.e, the “Lectionary”): a Psalm of the Day; Old Testament/1st Reading; Epistle/2nd Reading; Gospel; and Hymn of the Day. Occasionally, there will be two options of Readings (e.g., Exodus 16:2-21 OR Isaiah 49:8-13).  It’s up to the pastor to decide which one to use.  C.P.H. – who provides those inserts (which not all congregations use) – doesn’t know which one a pastor will choose, so for space purposes they always have only the first option(s) printed on the insert.

   Having two options seems to occur more often in the historic 1-Year Series we’re now using (Dec. 2019 – Nov. 2022).  This is because in the 1-Year Series the same sets of Readings are repeated each year (as opposed to the 3-Year Series which has different sets of Readings for each of years A, B, and C, allowing for a wider range of Scriptures to be covered); so to provide some variety between years, Readings options are sometimes provided.

     Since we’re using the 1-Year series for only three years, then returning to the 3-Year Series, I’ve decided to use the first options in years one (last year) and three (next year), and the second options in this current year two.  Again, this provides a wider range of Scriptures to be heard each year.  Obviously this requires simply listening to the Reading(s) without reading along from the insert; and reading the first option (printed on the insert) at some other time during the Service or at home.

     A closing comment on this issue (reading along vs. listening): Although reading along is perfectly fine (or the Readings wouldn’t be printed out), especially for those who are hard of hearing, it’s actually the preferred practice during the Readings to simply listen to God Speaking to us through the pastor’s voice. (“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ” Romans 10:17.)  In this way we can focus on the Words without “double-tasking” (listening and reading along).

LUTHERAN WITNESS PODCAST
     The Synod’s monthly magazine – Lutheran Witness – is now available in a listen-to podcast at the Synod’s radio station – KFUO.  Please go to their website – www.kfuo.org – to access this service, as well as the station’s other features.
YOUTH NEWS

     The 2021 “Forgiven” Higher Things Lutheran Youth Conferences will be held: June 29 – July 2 at North Dakota State Univ., Fargo; July 6-9 at Colorado State Univ., Fort Collins; July 20-23 at Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI; and July 27-30 at Concordia Univ.-Texas, Austin.  Registration information has been mailed to all eligible youth (Confirmed through 12th-grade).  The deadline for early-bird registration (lower cost) has been extended to March 31.
“HOLY WEEK” SCHEDULE

Holy (Maundy) Thurs., April 1, 6:00pm: “From Passover to 

   (with Holy Communion; stripping of Chancel) the Lord’s Supper”

       

          Exodus 12:1-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-32; John 13:1-15
Good Fri., April 2:
“A Man of Sorrows”  Isaiah 53; Hosea 6:1-6; 

     1:00pm: Chief Service

          Exodus 12:1-11; John 18 – 19

     6:00pm: Tenebrae Vespers

Easter Sun., April 4:
“He Is Risen, Indeed.  You are Risen, Indeed.”

     Sunrise, 6:00am




           Isaiah 25:6-9

     Day, 8:00am

(NOTE: At Zion, Harbor Beach, Services will be at 7:30pm on Holy Thursday and Good Friday; and at 10:00am on Easter Sunday.)
APRIL
ALTAR GUILD:
Ann Reinke
Darla Pankow
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of February 2021:   94
Average Church attendance for the month of February 2020: 124
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of February 2021
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $12,841.00
                                  Loose Offering:  $   576.00        



          TOTAL:            $13,417.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $520.00   Stained Glass: $40.00   Trustees: $100.00
Wellspring: $25.00  Lutheran Radio: $25.00          
Acolyte Schedule April 2021
	April 1 Thr  
	
	
	6:00pm
	Olivia Woodke    

	April 2 Fri
	1:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	6:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	April 4  
	6:00  
	Olivia Woodke    
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave

	April 11 
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Logan Isler

	April 18 
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    
	9:30  
	Logan Isler

	April 25 
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Logan Isler


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions (*only subs)
	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	* Hunter Iseler
	810-300-7994
	* Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609


2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

Please note: Because of the cancelled January Voters Assembly, Chairman Marv Koglin, Head Elder Greg Schave, and Pastor Dodge met Tuesday, January 19, 2021 to make time-sensitive decisions.
On behalf of our congregation, they voted “yes” to a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) proposal “to add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national Synod convention from 2022 to 2023. (Thereafter, the triennium cycle will continue forward from 2023 in 3-year increments).”
They also nominated Rev. Dr. E. Anthony Sikora, DeWitt, for the office of President of the Michigan District of the LCMS, and Rev. George Stevens Bagnall, Cass City, to the office of Regional Vice President of the North & East Regional Vice-President of the Michigan District of the LCMS.
They agreed to accept the new confirmand, Olivia Woodke into membership of our congregation, to be ratified by the voters at the next Voters Assembly.                
	Day
	
	Yrs
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	3
	Theodore & Shirley Rink
	  45
	

	
	Frances & J Michael Strieter
	30
	

	8
	Chauncey & Cristine Koglin
	4
	

	11
	Martha & Garth Popour
	57
	

	14
	Larry & Kathie Reinke   
	48
	

	24
	Diane & Dave Reinke
	47
	

	
	David & Irene Schelke
	45
	

	25
	Pastor & Becky Dodge
	29
	

	30
	Ray & Sue Emerick
	61
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	April Birthdays

	1
	Ellie Bender
	2
	Kimberly Baranski
	3
	Albert Bender

	
	Randy Chiotti
	
	David Schmaltz
	
	Joshua Terrasi

	
	Scott Maschke
	
	Susan Thoms
	
	

	4
	Mary Burkhard  
	5
	Terresa Engel
	6
	Alice Schave

	
	David Friedland
	
	Blake Koglin
	
	Edison Schramski                   

	
	Jennifer Richardson
	
	Daniel Neuenfeldt
	
	Henry Woodke

	7
	Linda Kelley
	8
	Kenley Gaffke
	9
	Kurtiss Reinke

	10
	Ryan Abraham
	11
	Taylor Golombisky
	12
	Johnathan Koglin

	
	Jeffrey Woodke
	 
	Hunter Iseler
	
	Sandra Struble

	
	
	
	Brooke Weiss
	
	

	13
	Gary Eggert
	14
	Eric Koglin
	15
	Mark Iseler

	
	Amber Terrasi
	
	Quentin Musolff
	
	Jacob Pleiness

	16
	Stephanie Leiweke
	17
	Theodore Rink
	19
	Brendan Hartz

	20
	Steven Birchfield
	21
	Elwin Koth
	22
	Corrine Damm

	
	Mark Gust
	
	Kelli Inda
	
	 

	
	Carter Prill
	
	Haylee Terrasi
	
	 

	23
	Cody Deer
	24
	Mealissa O’Brien
	25
	Roger Friedland

	
	Jodi Geiger
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Ryley Smith
	
	 
	
	

	26
	Duane Koglin
	27
	Justine Watts
	30
	Teresa Muter

	
	Connie Maschke
	
	
	
	


April Baptism Birthdays 

	1
	Jennifer Kelly
	2
	Larry Reinke
	3      
	Cheyanne Hoody

	
	Daniel Schelke
	
	Jordan Schave
	
	 

	4
	LaVern Friedland                
	5
	Whitaker Bender
	7
	Adam Heldt

	
	Tehmina Lemanski
	
	Caleb Lindner
	
	

	   
	Judy McTaggart
	
	
	
	

	
	Joshua Terrasi
	
	
	
	

	9
	Terresa Engel
	10
	Apryl Clark                
	12
	Paula Ceplecha      

	
	Stephanie Ordiway
	
	     
	
	 

	
	Terra Ordiway
	
	   
	
	 

	
	Charles Fastenau
	
	
	
	

	13
	Benjamin Schultz
	14
	Reena Hill 
	16
	Caitlyn Kraft              

	
	 
	
	Quentin Musolff
	
	

	 
	
	
	Jeremy Reinke
	
	

	
	
	
	Corey Witherspoon
	
	

	17
	Amanda Friedland
	18
	Eleanor Karg     
	20
	Joyce Harwood

	
	Kelsey Mausolf
	
	Earl Reinke
	
	Shelly Rouillard

	
	
	
	Steven Schave
	
	

	21
	Payton Smaglinski  
	23
	Kimberly Baranski
	24
	Ricky Piotter

	
	
	
	Kenneth Reinke
	
	

	
	
	
	Olivia Woodke
	
	

	25
	Cody Deer
	26
	Shawn Young
	27
	Anna Scherret

	
	Mark Gust
	
	
	
	

	
	David Schmaltz
	
	
	
	

	29
	Paul Glotzhober
	30
	Kenley Gaffke
	
	

	
	Dennis Kelley
	
	
	
	

	
	Chauncey Koglin
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April 2021

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Monday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	 
	 
	   
	1

6:00 Divine Service w/Holy Communion


7:30 Long Range Planning

Holy (Maundy) Thursday
  
	2

1:00 Chief Service

6:00 Tenebrae Vespers
Good Friday
	3

Pastor’s Day Off

Holy Saturday

	4
6:00 Sunrise Divine Service w/Holy Communion

8:00 Divine Service w/Holy Communion

The Resurrection of our Lord - Easter

	5

 4:00 6th Confirmation Class
 
	6

 
	7

 10:30 Bible Study

	8

  7:30 Church Council
	9

5:30 7th Confirmation Class

	10

Pastor’s Day Off



	11


	12

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board
	13
10:00 “Winkel” 
   @ Bad Axe


	14

10:30 Bible Study

	15

 
	16

5:30 7th Confirmation Class

	17
Pastor’s Day Off

	18

10:45 Voters’ Assembly

500th Anniv. of the Diet of Worms, 1521


	19

4:00 6th Confirmation Class

	20
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees


	21
10:30 Bible Study
Administrative Professionals

(Secretaries) Day
	22

	23
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

	24

Pastor’s Day Off

 

	25

St. Mark, Evangelist
	26

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board

	29IF  = 0,"" 29 IF   < 30  30 "" 
30

27

LWML, Spring Rally at 5:30pm Good Shepherd, Cass City
	28

10:30 Bible Study

	29
	 30

5:30 7th Confirmation Class

	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Marv Koglin	    Les Weiss	


Bryce Schave	    Steven Weiss	


	                   Joe Weiss�Ushers:  


5th Lenten:  Fred Hasen, Harold Collings


Maundy Thursday:  Terry E, Alan M, Don F


Good Friday: Marv Koglin, Bryce Schave











SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School  


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion





St. John Lutheran Church








