“The Gospel of Peter?”

     The only Festival Day in April is “St. Mark, Evangelist” (i.e., Gospel Writer), always on April 25.  April 25 also happens to be my and Becky’s wedding anniversary (32 years!).  So when planning our wedding (at Trinity, Lansing, where Becky was a member), we had to decide if we should ask the pastor there if the paraments should be red for that Festival Day, or leave them white for the Easter Season.  We decided white was a better color for a wedding, rather than the blood red of a Martyr. (Although I suppose marriage could be considered “martyrdom” by some. 😉 )

     St. Mark was not one of the Disciples/Apostles of Jesus.  So where did he get his Information from to Write his Gospel (other than the Holy Spirit)?  Most Bible scholars believe he got his Information from St. Peter – who was the leader of the Disciples/Apostles.  So, although the Gospel of Mark seems to be a shorter version of Matthew’s Gospel, it can easily be said that It’s Peter’s Gospel, Written by Mark.

     Consider this quote from something called the “Fragments of Papias”:

     “We shall add, as being a matter of primary importance, a tradition regarding Mark who Wrote the Gospel, which [Papias] has given in the following words: ‘And the presbyter [i.e., elder/pastor] said this.  Mark having become the interpreter of Peter, Wrote down accurately whatever he remembered.  It was not, however, in exact order that he related the Sayings or Deeds of Christ.  For he neither heard the Lord nor accompanied Him.  But afterward, as I said, he accompanied Peter, who accommodated his instructions to the needs [of his listeners], but with no intention of giving a regular narrative of the Lord’s Sayings.  That is why Mark made no mistake when he Wrote these things as he remembered them.  Above all else, he took special care not to omit anything he had heard and not to put anything fictitious into what he Wrote.’”      (Treasury of Daily Prayer, C.P.H., 2008, p.1291) (bold mine)
     Also from the Treasury (same page):

     “St. Mark was the Author of the Second Gospel, which he Composed, according to some Early Church Fathers, when the Christians in Rome asked him to write down the preaching of the Apostle Peter.  Mark, also known as John Mark, was originally from Jerusalem, where the house of his mother Mary was the center of the early Jerusalem Church (Acts 12:12).  He was brought from Jerusalem by Pau and Barnabas to Antioch (Acts 12:25), and it was from this city that they set out on the ‘First Missionary Journey.’  When Paul and Barnabas were preparing to go on the ‘Second Missionary Journey,’ Barnabas wanted to take Mark with them again, but Paul objected because Mark had left them during the ‘First Journey.’  Barnabas took Mark and went to Cyprus, while Paul took Silas as his new companion (Acts 15:37-40).  Later, Paul reconciled with Mark and was working with him again (Colossians 4:10; Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11).  Finally, Mark was found laboring with Peter in Rome (1 Peter 5:13).  Tradition says that Mark was instrumental in founding the Church in Alexandria, becoming its first bishop [i.e., pastor], and also that he suffered a Martyr’s death.” (bold mine)
          



    In His service & yours, Pastor Dodge
FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN APRIL
Apr.   6

Lucas Cranach & Albrecht Dürer, Artists

Apr. 20

Johannes Bugenhagen, Pastor
Apr. 21

Anselm of Canterbury, Theologian
Apr. 24

Johann Walter, Kantor
Apr. 25

St. Mark, Evangelist
“Growing as One”
     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Apr.   7 - 13  
John 20:19
Sacrament of the Altar – How
LSB #470
Apr. 14 - 20
Luke 24:36
Sacrament of the Altar – Worthy
LSB #483

Apr. 21 - 27
John 10:14-15
Daily Prayers – Morning 
LSB #709
Apr. 28 – May 4  John 15:5
Daily Prayers – Evening

LSB #633







 (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:10am (school building): Theme of the day; various
     materials, activities
Sunday Bible Class, 9:10am (basement): “Martin Luther: Ghostbuster;” 

     proofs of the Resurrection; Church worker recruitment

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am (school building): “A HOLY CONVERS-

     ATION: Spiritual Warfare” video (Rev. Dr. Robert Bennett, Exec. Dir., Luther 
     Academy, Fort Wayne, IN)
OFFICIAL ACTS:

Peaceful Release (requested), 3-19-24 (Elders): Cynthia Woodke, Carrie Judson, & Chris Judson.
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Why is grape juice not offered here at Communion?
A: The short answer is because grape juice isn’t the Lord’s Blood, as Christ’s Body and Blood are only “in, with, and under” the elements that Christ Used in Instituting His Supper.  Jesus Used bread and wine (not grape juice).
     Further explained:

· Jesus Instituted the Lord’s Supper during a Passover Meal with His Disciples.  The Passover/“Seder” Meal used wine.  In a way, the Lord’s Supper replaced the Passover Meal.

· There was no grape juice as we know it back then, as there was no pasteurization or refrigeration, and grape juice begins fermenting very quickly.
· Although the phrase “fruit of the vine” (Luke 22:18) may seem to include grape juice, that’s not what it meant in those days – it meant wine.  Consider, for example, 1 Corinthians 11:21, where St. Paul is chastising those who were abusing the Lord’s Supper, by “getting drunk.”  This is “noted” in Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation (C.P.H., 2017, p.326).

· The use of grape juice began after the Reformation by those denominations who denied Christ’s Actual Physical Presence in the Lord’s Supper; that is, it’s only a memorial meal, therefore it really doesn’t matter what’s used.  Some denominations also claim the use of any alcohol is sinful (which, obviously, isn’t Biblical!).

· When using anything other than what the Lord Used, doubt is brought in about whether one is actually receiving the Lord’s Blood or not.  There should never be doubt regarding the Lord’s Sacraments.
     Regarding the concern about how the wine may affect alcoholics or those allergic to the wine, consider the following: A little sip of wine isn’t going make an alcoholic go “off the wagon.”  There’s also the option of placing a couple of drops of wine in an individual cup filled with water.  Someone with an actual allergy to alcohol (very rare) should talk with the pastor about options.  In both these cases, the individuals and pastor will discus this and come to a solution that allows for the individual to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood for the Forgiveness of their sins, and Strengthening of their faith.  Also, we must remember that once Consecrated, the bread and wine are the Body and Blood of Christ; and Christ isn’t going to give us something that would be harmful to us.  The important thing here is that the accommodation of an individual doesn’t justify having some individual cups filled with grape juice available in the tray for just anyone to take/use for whatever reason.
     For all the reasons above, it’s the official Doctrinal position of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod that only alcoholic wine is to be used in the Lord’s Supper.  No pastor, congregation, or individual has the right to change/ substitute what the Lord Instituted in His Supper; and no (voluntary) member of the Synod (i.e., rostered Ordained & Commissioned member & congregation) has the right to act contrary to the Synod’s official Doctrinal positions, which are based on the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions (which are based on the Bible).

	April Birthdays

	1
	Ellie Bender
	2
	Kimberly Baranski
	3
	Albert Bender

	
	Randy Chiotti
	
	Susan Thoms
	
	Joshua Terrasi

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	David Friedland
	5
	Blake Koglin
	6
	Alice Schave

	
	Jennifer Richardson
	
	
	
	Edison Schramski                   

	
	
	
	Daniel Neuenfeldt
	
	Henry Woodke

	7
	Linda Kelley
	8
	Kenley Gaffke
	9
	Kurtiss Reinke

	10
	Ryan Abraham
	11
	Taylor Golombisky
	12
	Johnathan Koglin

	
	Jeff Woodke
	 
	Hunter Iseler
	
	Sandra Struble

	
	
	
	Brooke Weiss
	
	

	13
	Gary Eggert
	14
	Eric Koglin
	15
	Mark Iseler

	
	Amber Terrasi
	
	 
	
	Jacob Pleiness

	
	Reagan Witherspoon
	
	
	
	

	16
	Mckenna Geiger
	17
	Theodore Rink
	19
	Brendan Hartz

	 
	Stephanie Leiweke
	
	
	
	

	20
	Steve Birchfield
	21
	Elwin Koth
	22
	Corrine Damm

	
	Mark Gust
	
	Kelli Inda
	
	 

	
	Carter Prill
	
	Haylee Terrasi
	
	 

	23
	Cody Deer
	24
	Mealissa O’Brien
	25
	Roger Friedland

	
	Jodi Geiger
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Ryley Smith
	
	 
	
	

	26
	Duane Koglin
	
	
	30
	Teresa Muter

	
	Connie Maschke
	
	
	
	


April
ALTAR GUILD:
Ann Reinke
Darla Pankow
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of February 2024: 94 
Average Church attendance for the month of February 2023: 91
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of February 2024
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $11,320.00
                                  Loose Offering:  $     536.75        



          TOTAL:              $11,856.75
Non-Budget Income:  

Trustees: $230.00      Missions: $310.00  
Tuition: $220.00         Debt:  $100.00    
Acolyte Schedule April 2024
	April 7 
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	April 14
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Sophia Koglin

	April 21  
	8:00  
	Jensen Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	April 28    
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Sophia Koglin


Acolyte Numbers for Substitutions
	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Brady Iseler
	810-479-1231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889

	Sophia Koglin
	989-553-2112
	Jett/Jensen Zimmerman
	989-552-7822


April Wedding Anniversaries

	Day
	
	Yrs
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	3
	Theodore & Shirley Rink
	  48
	

	
	Michael & Frances Strieter
	33
	

	8
	Chauncey & Cristine Koglin
	7
	

	11
	Garth & Martha Popour
	60
	

	14
	Larry & Kathie Reinke   
	51
	

	24
	Dave & Diane Reinke
	49
	

	24
	David & Irene Schelke
	48
	

	25
	Pastor & Becky Dodge
	32
	

	30
	Ray & Suellen Emerick
	64
	


2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin 
table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

The Huron County Right to Life is sponsoring a local senior scholarship.  Students need to submit a 400-500 word essay on the prompt: Reflect on areas where you believe your character has grown throughout your journey as a young pro-life advocate and how this influences your future goals.  The local winner will receive $500 and advance to the state level round where one $500 scholarship will be awarded. Contestants must submit their application and essay to HURONRTL@gmail.com by 11:59pm on April 19, 2024.  The application can be found at HURONRTL.org.  Contact Jeanne Gusa at 989-670-3315 with any questions.

  

The Huron County Right to Life is sponsoring a local high school oratory contest. Students in grades 9-12 are to research, write, and present an original 5-7 minute pro-life speech on the issue of abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, or embryonic stem cell research (including human cloning). Speeches must be typed in full and submitted with the contestant’s application by April 4th . The local contest is April 6th at 2:00pm at the Bad Axe Steakhouse. Please contact Debra Ramento at 918-902-7881 for rules and an application. Local cash prizes of $300, $200, and $100 will be awarded. First place will advance to the state contest. The state contest will be held May 25 th at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in East Lansing with cash prizes of $500,$300, and $200
April Baptism Birthdays
	1
	Jennifer Kelly
	2
	Larry Reinke
	3      
	Cheyanne Hoody

	
	Daniel Schelke
	
	Jordan Schave
	
	 

	4
	LaVern Friedland                
	5
	Whitaker Bender
	7
	Adam Heldt

	
	Tehmina Lemanski
	
	 
	
	

	   
	Judy McTaggart
	
	
	
	

	
	Joshua Terrasi
	
	
	
	

	9
	Stephanie Ordiway
	10
	Apryl Clark                
	13
	Benjamin Schultz

	
	Terra Ordiway
	
	     
	
	 

	
	Charles Fastenau
	
	   
	
	 

	14
	Reena Hill 
	
	
	16
	Caitlyn Kraft              

	
	Jeremy Reinke
	
	
	
	

	
	Corey Witherspoon
	
	
	
	

	17
	Amanda Friedland
	18
	Eleanor Karg     
	20
	Joyce Harwood

	
	Kelsey Mausolf
	
	Earl Reinke
	
	Shelly Rouillard

	
	
	
	Steven Schave
	
	

	21
	Payton Smaglinski  
	23
	Kimberly Baranski
	24
	Rick Piotter

	
	
	
	Olivia Woodke
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	25
	Cody Deer
	26
	Shawn Young
	27
	Anna Scherret

	
	Mark Gust
	
	
	
	

	29
	Dennis Kelley
	30
	Kenley Gaffke
	
	

	
	Chauncey Koglin
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


CHURCH RECRUITMENT SUNDAY

“And He Gave the Apostles, the Prophets, the Evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ until we all attain to the Unity of the Faith and the knowledge of the Son of God” (Ephesians 4:11-13 ESV).
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, in collaboration with the L.C.- M.S.’ “Set Apart to Serve” recruitment initiative, has invited us to host our very own Church Worker Recruitment Sunday, April 21, 2024 – the Sunday before Call Day at each of our seminaries.  They are asking the churches of the L.C.- M.S. Michigan District to be intentional in recruiting the next generation of pastors, deaconesses, and church workers.  
[image: image3.jpg]APRIL
SHOWERS



St. John Ev. Lutheran Church

April 2024
	Sunday
	MONDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY
	SUNDAY

	  


	1
Pastor on Vacation

	2

	3

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	4 


	5

	6

Pastor’s Day Off



	7 
 Pastor on Vacation

	8
6:00  Finance Board


	9
10:00 “Winkel” @ Sebewaing
7:30  Long Range Planning

	10
10:30  Bible Study

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	11
7:30  Council

	12  


	13
Pastor’s Day Off

10:00am  Lutheran High School Committee meeting @ Zion, Harbor Beach


	14

	15
7:00  Ladies Aid


	16
7:00  Elders

7:00  Trustees


	17
10:30  Bible Study

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	18

	19

	20
Pastor’s Day Off



	21
Church Worker Recruitment Sunday
11:15  Voters Assembly
 
	22
 6:00  Finance Board


	23
6:00  L.W.M.L. Zone Spring Rally @ Forestville

	2426IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27


10:30  Bible Study

Administrative Professionals (Secretaries) Day
	 2526IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27


St. Mark, Evangelist
	 26
28IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29


	27
Pastor’s Day Off



	28
	29

	30
	
	
	
	Elders: 

Dan Blacker 989-553-6144
Don Clark 989-551-2255

Harold Collings 989-550-7618

Gary Eggert 989-553-7259

Rick Finkel 989-550-8141

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931
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Ushers 8:00	     		Ushers 10:00


Randy Smaglinski   	                  	 Les Weiss


Cody Siemen	     	 Steven Weiss


Marv Koglin 		 Joe Weiss


Bryce Schave   	     	








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School & Bible Class


10:00 Divine Service w/Communion














