FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN AUGUST
Aug.  3

Joanna, Mary, & Salome, Myrrhbearers
Aug. 10

Lawrence (Lorentz), Deacon & Martyr
Aug. 15
St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord
Aug. 16

Isaac, Patriarch
Aug. 17

Johann Gerhard, Theologian
Aug. 19

Bernard of Clairvaux, Hymnwriter & Theologian
Aug. 20

Samuel, Judge & Prophet
Aug. 24
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Aug. 27

Monica, Mother of Augustine
Aug. 28

Augustine of Hippo, Pastor & Theologian
Aug. 29
St. Michael & All Angels
“Growing as One”
     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Aug.  6 - 12  
Matt. 14:14
Table of Duties – Everyone 
LSB #642

Aug. 13 - 19
Matt. 14:27,33
Christian Q’s & A’s: Intro., 1 - 7 
LSB #717

Aug. 20 - 26
Matt. 15:28:a-b
Christian Q’s & A’s: 8 - 16
LSB #615

Aug. 27 – Sept. 2  Matt. 16:16-17  Christian Q’s & A’s: 17 - 20, Note  LSB #645








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, Bible Class, and Bible Study will resume the first week of September.

V.B.S.

     A total of ten children attended Vacation Bible School the week of June 19-23, under the theme “5 Words of Understanding.”  The children gave $75 in offerings, which was matched by a generous couple in the congregation for a total of $150, which will be donated to Higher Things.  A good and edifying time was had by all!

“What Does Your Name Mean?”

     Some of you may remember going to Summer camp: For a whole week you’d get to sleep in a cabin; your mother probably helped you pack your clothes and other necessary items.  And your mom probably wrote your name (or at least your initials) on your underwear – that was so they wouldn’t get mixed up with anyone else’s; and you wouldn’t leave them behind when it was time to return home.

     If you didn’t experience Summer camp (or even if you did), then you likely have a favorite book.  For as long as books have been printed, people have been writing their names inside.  This was in case it got lost, then the finder would know who it belongs to.

     Did you know that your name actually means something?: Your parents chose your name because it says something about you.  My name, “David,” means “beloved.”  My wife’s name, “Rebecca,” means “to bind or tie.” (One Christmas many years ago each member of Becky’s immediate family was gifted a plague with their name and its meaning.)

     What if our names said what we were really like?: Maybe my name would be “Stubby,” because I’m a stubborn German; or maybe “Handy,” because I’m so handsome (Okay; maybe not …).  Maybe your name might be “Selfish,” “Disobey,” “Jealous,” because that’s what we all are to varying degrees by nature.

     In the Old Testament, we read of a man God Gave a new name: “Abram’s” name meant “exalted father,” though Abram wasn’t a father at all – he and his wife, Sarai (“princess”), didn’t have any children.  So God Changed his name to “Abraham,” which means “father of a multitude” (which made even less sense at the time).  But sure enough – he was only one person, but God Multiplied him into a huge nation; and One Person in that nations was “Jesus,” which means “the LORD is Salvation” (i.e., “Savior”).  (By the way, Sarai’s name was also Changed to “Sarah” [also “princess”].)
     Jesus also Gave you a New name: When we’re Baptized into Jesus’ death on the Cross – many of us when we were very young, Jesus Put His Name on us – “the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  He Erases our sins and Declares that we belong to Him.  This Means the LORD our God Knows what we need, and He’ll take Care of us no matter what.
     So whatever your name is, now you’re called “Christian,” and that Means Peace and Hope and Joy and Love!
          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

OFFICIAL ACTS:

Peaceful Release, 7-16-23: Joshua Terrasi
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.   Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Please some of your experiences at the Higher Things Youth Conference in July?
A: I’ll answer that with some quotes from the youth from Zion, Harbor Beach, that Jentry Zimmerman, Sandy Landenberg, and I were part of:

· As one of the Evening Prayer services was about to begin: “Let’s have some worship so I can get Life back in me.”  Then immediately after the last note of the closing hymn: “Now that’s a better ending!”

· At the same Evening Prayer service, as the smell of incense was evident and the dispenser was on the Altar: “Pastor: ( incense!”

· There were many positive comments made about the break-away sectional topics – and, of course, the awesome worship services (all liturgies and hymns from LSB).

· “I appreciate the emphasis on ‘Lutheranism.’”

· When everyone else was sleeping on the fellowship hall floor at a church on the way down, and I found a cushioned bench outside the Sanctuary to sleep on: “Pastor, aren’t you going to be too warm there?”  Then the next morning: “Pastor, were you too warm?”          (I wasn’t!)

· In filling out the Conference evaluation on her smart phone: “Pastor, what’s ‘contemporary worship’?”  I must’ve taught them well! ;-)  (“We don’t do that here!” [or at Higher Things]).

· During the closing Divine Service: “Pastor, are the guys not wearing the long green things [stoles] the Vicars?”  “That one pastor’s green thing [stole] goes lower to a point down his back and it has a tassel hanging from it; does that mean something special?” (No, it’s just personal preference.)

· “Why didn’t we know about this Conference before this year?  Why didn’t Pastor Dodge take us during the vacancy?” (Because we didn’t have any going from St. John, and none of the Zion girls were eligible then [not Confirmed]).

I’m sure there were more that I’ll remember as time goes by.  Suffice it to say, it was a true joy to spend time with such spiritually mature young women!  We look forward to next year’s Conference: “Who Am I.”
SYNOD CONVENTION NATIONAL OFFERING

     A total of $232.79 was collected from the free-will door offering on Sunday, July 23, for the Synod Convention National Offering.  This will be sent into the Synod for use in translating the Bible and Lutheran materials for mission work.
WELCOME MISSIONARY MAHLBURG!

     On Sunday, Aug. 26, the Rev. Steven Mahlburg (Sri Lanka) and his family will be joining us for worship.  Rev. Mahlburg will preach the sermon and lead a mission presentation between Services.  The Mahburgs are natives of Michigan, and Rev. Mahlburg served as pastor at Zion, Tawas City, prior to entering the full-time mission field.  Our congregation has financially supported this family and their mission endeavors.
HIGHER THINGS “BEYOND REASONABLE DOUBT” LUTHERAN YOUTH CONFERENCE

     From Mon., June 17 – Sat., July 22, Jentry Zimmerman, Pastor Dodge, and Sandy Landenberg attended this Conference with the group from Zion, Harbor Beach (via tour bus with groups from Peace, Sandusky, and Good Shepherd, Cass City, also) at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale.

     The following is from Jentry:
“I attended this Conference to strengthen my faith and my ability to share my faith with others.  I’ll take everything I learned from the week and will use it in my daily life.  I’m looking forward to continuing my relationships with the girls from Zion and hope to do more things with them.  My eyes are set on next year’s “Who Am I” Conference at Concordia University-Wisconsin.  Thank you to Pastor Dodge and Sandy for going with me this first time, as I was more comfortable knowing that if I needed something they were there.”

 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of June 2023: 101  
Average Church attendance for the month of June 2022: 93
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of June 2023 
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $ 11,351.00
                                  Loose Offering: $      650.00       



          TOTAL:             $ 12,001.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Debt: $800  KFUO: $50 Missions: $295 Trustees: $305                Lawn Mowing: $50  Wellspring: $50 Tuition: $65     
Acolyte Schedule August 2023
	Aug 6
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	Aug 13
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler    

	Aug 20
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	Aug 27
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler    


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions
	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889


August ALTAR GUILD:
Denee Schave

           Suellen Emerick
                 August Wedding Anniversaries  
	
	Date
	Yrs
	
	Date
	Yrs

	Bradley & Shannon Strozeski
	8/7
	13
	
	

	Darwin & Linda Krueger
	8/15
	47
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	Shane & Jennifer Mauer
	8/15
	 3
	
	

	Michael & Laura Iseler
	8/16
	20
	
	

	Martin & Kim Baranski
	8/16
	26
	
	

	Harold & Carolyn Collings
	8/18
	39
	
	

	Martin & Debra Burzyck
	8/23
	37
	Randy & Brittany Smagliski
	 8/26
	 6

	Jason & Traci Moon
	8/23
	26
	Kevin & Sally Arndt
	8/28
	41

	Jim & Carol Hunter
	8/24
	55
	Trent & Mackenzie Popour
	8/28
	 2

	Shane Moyer & Kristi Conway
	8/25
	16
	Greg & Denee Schave
	8/28
	31

	Oscar & Travadon Schave
	 8/26
	60
	Les & Linda Weiss
	8/29
	31


      
         August Baptism Birthdays 

	Shell, Michele
	8/1
	Bucholtz, Kelly
	8/12
	Lampela, William
	8/21

	Koglin, Angela
	8/3
	Koglin, Blake
	8/12
	Reinke, Diane
	8/21

	Schmaltz, Daniel
	8/3
	Reinke, Roy
	8/12
	Schave, Gary
	8/21

	Finkel, Marv
	8/4
	Engel, Anna
	8/13
	Smith, Ryley
	8/21

	Kessel, Rachel
	8/4
	Martin, Cassie
	8/14
	Johnson, Norma
	8/22

	Leese, Elmer
	8/4
	Thoms, Maddix
	8/14
	Meinhold, Brian
	8/22

	Lloyd, Nicole
	8/5
	Ackerman, Jeffery
	8/16
	Kessel, Arnold
	8/23

	McAuley, Mary
	8/5
	Jewett, Stephanie
	8/16
	Kowaleski, Lori
	8/25

	Zimmerman, Jensen
	8/5
	Darling, Jessica
	8/19
	Reinke, Ron
	8/25

	Arndt, Sally
	8/6
	Schave, Lyle
	8/19
	Weiss, Brooke
	8/26

	Zimmerman, Jett
	8/8
	Gaffke, Jill
	8/20
	Bucholtz, Steve
	8/27

	Koglin, Marvin
	8/9
	Richardson, Reid
	8/20
	Reinke, Earl
	8/28

	Schramski, Edison
	8/11
	Schramski, Chelsea
	8/20
	Schelke, David
	8/29

	Swayze, John
	8/11
	Terrasi, Matthew
	8/20
	Sander, Donna
	8/30

	Thoms, Ron
	8/11
	Ventline, Macie
	8/20
	Maschke, Marsha
	8/31


                           August Birthdays
	Gaffke, Irma
	8/1
	Schultz, Kaylee
	8/10
	Woychowski, Dorothy
	8/22

	Bender, Jodi
	8/1
	Theis, Kayla
	8/10
	Schave, Mark
	8/23

	Soper, Preston
	8/1
	Sexton, Katie
	8/11
	Hoody, Cindy
	8/24

	Kraft, Ella
	8/1
	O’Brien, Carson
	8/11
	Kraft, Grayson 
	8/25

	Wandrie, Karen
	8/2
	Popour, Garth
	8/12
	Pleiness, Sawyer
	8/25

	Zick, Larry
	8/2
	Smaglinski, Weston
	8/13
	Thoms, LuAnn
	8/25

	Koglin, Kimberly
	8/4
	Gaffke, Stacy
	8/14
	Bender, Season
	8/26

	Martin, Rohen
	8/5
	Joy, Ricky
	8/14
	Finkel, Larry
	8/26

	Clark, Carol


	8/6
	Noble, Jack
	8/14
	Kube, Jared
	8/26

	Fisher, Lisa
	8/6
	Ackerman, Jeff
	8/16
	Kube, Carol
	8/27

	Koglin, Sophia
	8/6
	Lampela, Roger
	8/16
	Finkel, Linda
	8/28

	Leese, Betty


	8/6
	Ventline, Macie
	8/17
	Woodke, Gregory
	8/28

	Naeyaert, Brooke
	8/6
	Fuhrman, Alex
	8/18
	Maschke, Jason
	8/29

	Schramski, Chelsea
	8/6
	Gembarski, Dylan
	8/18
	Siemen, Marissa
	8/29

	Maschke, Marsha
	8/8
	Judson, Chris
	8/18
	Burton, Melody
	8/30

	Reinke, Earl
	8/8
	Schultz, Benjamin
	8/18
	Reinke, Terry
	8/30

	Rink, Cheryl
	8/8
	Bender, Lane
	8/19
	Schave, Joseph
	8/30

	Young, Galen
	8/8
	Naeyaert, Jake
	8/19
	Pleiness, Lisa
	8/31

	Leese, Herbert
	8/9
	Reinke, Susan
	8/22
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August 2023
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Thursday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Thursday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	1
L.C.-M.S. Convention @Milwaukee, WIThursday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	2Thursday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 3 "" 


	3

	4
 
	5
Pastor’s Day Off

	6

	7

	8
	9
 
	10
	11
	12
Pastor’s Day Off

	13

	14
7:00 Finance Board


	15
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees

St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord

	16
 
	17

	18

	19
Pastor’s Day Off

	20
	21

	22

	23

	24
St. Bartholomew, Apostle

	25
Pastor @ E.L.M.S. 
Bd. Of Directors, Hartland 
	26
10-2 L.W.M.L. Zone Retreat @ Bad Axe

	27
Missionary Mahlburg here

	28
7:00 Finance Board


	29
The Martyrdom of 
St. John the Baptist

	 30
 
	 31

	 
	Elders: 

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Gary Eggert 989-479-6251
Rick Finkel 989-550-8141
Joe Landenberg 989-551-9899

Larry Reinke 989-551-4203

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931




St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


10:00 Divine Service w/Communion








Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:00


Terry Emerick	     Albert Bender


Alan McTaggart	     Scott Iseler


	 








