FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN DECEMBER

Dec.   4

John of Damascus, Theologian & Hymnwriter
Dec.   6

Nicholas of Myra, Pastor (“Santa Claus”)
Dec.   7

Ambrose of Milan, Pastor & Hymnwriter
Dec. 13

Lucia, Martyr
Dec. 17

Daniel the Prophet & the 3 Young Men (Shadrach, Meshach, & 

Dec. 19

Adam & Eve




   Abednego)
Dec. 20

Katharina von Bora Luther (Martin’s wife)
Dec. 21

St. Thomas, Apostle

Dec. 24

The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve

Dec. 25

The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day

Dec. 26

St. Stephen, Martyr
Dec. 27

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
Dec. 28

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (baby boys of Bethlehem)
Nov. 29

David
Dec. 31

Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Eve
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Dec.   6 - 12
Luke 21:27
Lord’s Prayer – Intro. & 1st Pet. 
LSB #336

Dec. 13 - 19
Matt. 11:4-6
Lord’s Prayer – 2nd & 3rd Pet’s    
LSB #345

Dec. 20 - 26
John. 1:23
Lord’s Prayer – 4th & 5th Pet’s
LSB #357

Dec. 27 – Jan. 2  Luke 2:40
Lord’s Prayer – 6th & 7th Pet’s; Conc. LSB #389







    (*at least 1st stanza)
OFFICAL ACTS:

Holy Baptisms: 

11-21-20, Braylynn May Brown (daughter of Mike & Kim Brown)
11-22-20, Christopher David Schmaltz, Taylor Lee Golombiski & 

     Emily Irene Golombiski (children of David & Brittany Schmaltz)
Confirmation: 10-25-20, Olivia Elizabeth Woodke (daughter of Greg & 

     Cathy Woodke)
“All Those Names for a Baby!”
     In last month’s newsletter I focused on the meaning of names.  This month, I’m going to focus more closely on one of the Names – Jesus’.  At Christmas we celebrate the Arrival of a Baby – exciting!  One of the very important things parents do when they’re expecting a baby is to choose his/her name.  Our parents did that for each one of us.  Well, we all know the Name of the Baby we celebrate at Christmas.  And Mary and Joseph didn’t even choose Jesus’ Name: Through the angel Gabriel, God told them what to Name Him.

     But what do we know about Jesus?: He’s our “Savior” (the meaning of His Name) because when He grew up, He died on the Cross to “Save us from our sins.”  Jesus Is the Son of God, God Himself!  And Jesus is our King.

     But we don’t just have one name, do we?: Most of us have at least three names: a first name, a middle name, and a last name.  In royal families – families with kings and queens, people often have lots more than three names. (In fact, the likely next king of England has six names!)  And Jesus Is our King, so Jesus has more Names too:

      As we hear in the Old Testament Reading for “Christmas Midnight” (our 11:00pm Candlelight Service), the Prophet Isaiah Writes,

“For to us a Child is Born, to us a Son is given; … and His Name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (9:6) 

Depending on how you count (some translations separate “Wonderful” and “Counselor”), that’s at least four more Names, plus “Jesus.”

     And each tells us something about Jesus: He’s “Wonderful to Counsel” us: That means He Guides us and Comforts us when we’re sad or discouraged.  He’s “Mighty God”: That means He can do anything and He Lives forever.  That’s really Great because everything Jesus does He does to make things good for us, and He’ll give us Life forever with Him.  “Everlasting Father” is tricky because He’s God the Son, not God the Father; but He lets us know what God the Father is like: When we see Jesus, we see the Father too.  And Jesus Is the “Prince of Peace”: That means He’s Taken away our sin that made us at war with God and everybody else.  That’s what He did by dying on the Cross.  All that our little Jesus Is for us!: “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Wow!

     And, of course, there are many more Names for Jesus: “Lord,” “Son of God,” “Son of Man,” “Immanuel” (“God with us”: Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23 [“Christmas Eve” O.T. & Gospel Readings]), “Redeemer,” “Christ/Messiah,” etc.  All of Them tell us who Jesus Is and what He Does.  That’s what Advent and Christmas are all about!

     My family and I pray that you all have a Blessed Advent and Christmas Season (especially as we continue to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic)!
          



         
In His service & yours, Pastor Dodge

NOTE: Anyone not attending public worship due to COVID-19 concerns and desiring Holy Communion can call the church office (989-428-4140) and request a visit from Pastor Dodge.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00 - 9:25am: miscellaneous material

Monday Junior Confirmation class:

     7th-grade, 4:00 - 5:30pm: Small Catechism, Workbook, videos, 


miscellaneous material

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30 - 11:30am: seeming Bible contra-

     dictions & errors

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS MIDWEEK SCHEUDLE

This year’s mid-week Advent services will be on Wednesdays at noon and 6:00pm (instead of 7:00), and then at 7:30pm at Zion, Harbor Beach.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there will be no soup/sandwich suppers this year.
“Jesus: The Son of David, the Son of Abraham”
Wed., Dec. 2

“Jesus: The Son of David”
Matt. 1:1,6
Wed., Dec. 9

“Jesus: The Son of Abraham”
Matt. 1:1-2
Wed., Dec. 16

“Jesus: The Son of Scandal”
Matt. 1:1,2,5-6
Wed., Dec. 23

“Jesus: The Son of Joseph”
Matt. 1:16
Thurs., Dec. 24, 7:00pm  “Jesus: The Son of Mary”   Matt. 1:16
   (The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve; *Congregation Program)

Thurs., Dec. 24, 11:00pm  “The Who, What, & Why of Christmas”  
  (The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Midnight/Candlelight)  Luke 2:1-14(15-20)
Fri., Dec. 25, 9:00am
“Christmas, as John Writes It”  John 1:1-14

     (The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day)

Thurs., Dec. 31, 4:00pm  “Remember”

Psalm 103:1-5

     (The Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Eve; 

       Commemoration of the Faithful Departed)
NOTE: Zion’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 5:00pm; Christmas Day at 10:30am; and New Year’s Eve at 5:30pm.
*tentative

LUTHERAN WITNESS PODCAST
     The Synod’s monthly magazine – Lutheran Witness – is now available in a listen-to podcast at the Synod’s radio station – KFUO.  Please go to their website – www.kfuo.org – to access this service, as well as the station’s other features.
YOUTH NEWS

     The 2021 “Forgiven” Higher Things Lutheran Youth Conferences will be held: June 29 – July 2 at North Dakota State Univ., Fargo; July 6-9 at Colorado State Univ., Fort Collins; July 20-23 at Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI; and July 27-30 at Concordia Univ.-Texas, Austin.  Registration information has been mailed to all eligible youth (Confirmed through 12th-grade).
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What COVID-19 precautions are being taken regarding Holy Communion?
A: As we’ve been doing since resuming in-person worship on “Holy Trinity Sunday,” June 7, the Lord’s Supper is no longer being served at the Communion rail (to avoid many people touching the rails), but rather in a single continuous line, one household at a time, while maintaining at least six feet between households.  I – wearing a mask and glove – gives the Body in the hand only; and the Blood is provided in individual cups only, with the trays setting on a stand, and an Elder – also masked and gloved – standing a few feet behind it.  The empty individual cups are then placed in baskets to the sides.

     Also, as has always been the case, after use, the glass individual cups are thoroughly washed between Sundays (likely more thoroughly than the place-settings at restaurants, and other things we touch on a daily basis).  Gloves are worn by those washing them and preparing them (placing them in the trays and filling them with wine) for placement on the Altar.  By the way, glass cups are also used for shut-in at home Communion (nursing facility visits are still prohibited), with me wearing a mask and glove; and the cups also being thoroughly washed between uses.

     I pray that these extra measures – in addition to the other worship precautions – provide some assurance that we’re trying to provide a safe, healthy, and comforting environment to worship and receive God’s Gifts in as normal a way as possible during this pandemic.  Again, for anyone ill, vulnerable, or uncomfortable with attending in-person worship at this time, please take advantage of watching the Services on-line on our church Website and Facebook page.
December
ALTAR GUILD:
Vicki Koglin
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of October 2020:  98
Average Church attendance for the month of October 2019: 112
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of October, 2020
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $   8,543.00
                                  Loose Offering: $   2,809.00        



          TOTAL:             $ 11,352.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Barnabas: $20.00       LWML: $100.00 
Missions: $120.00      Stained Glass: $1,250.00   
Trustees: $130.00      Special Stewardship: $522.00



Acolyte Schedule December 2020
	Dec  2
	
	
	6pm
	Hunter Iseler

	Dec  6
	 8:00  
	Olivia Woodke
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Dec  9
	
	
	6pm
	Jentry Zimmerman

	Dec 13
	 8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Hunter Iseler

	Dec 16
	
	
	6pm
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Dec 20
	 8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Jordan Schave

	Dec 23
	   
	 
	6pm
	Olivia Woodke

	Dec 24
	11pm
	Wyatt Hoody, Hunter Iseler, Jordan Schave

	Dec 25
	 9:00
	Olivia Woodke

	Dec 27
	 8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Jordan Schave

	Dec 31
	 4:00
	Hunter Iseler 


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609

	Hunter Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822
	
	


Long Range Planning will meet on Tuesday January 5th, not on a  Thursday, Dec. 31, due to New Year’s Eve. 

Updating our computer membership data:  Along with updating missing information in our computer membership application,  I can also record any funeral song requests you would like.  Here is an example –“Funeral Songs: What A Friend We Have In Jesus. I Know That My Redeemer Lives.”  If you would like to have any hymns on record please send an email to the church or provide a list in writing, if you know the hymn number please include that as well.  Thank-you, Kathy Schave.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.
SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.

Due to Covid-19 Christmas Baskets will NOT be passed out this year.  
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 December Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
	
	Day
	
	Yrs

	   3
	Willard & Ramona Reinke
	60
	
	23 
	Neal & Colleen Emerick
	37

	 13
	Elwyn & Phyllis Will
	68
	
	30  
	Howard & Della Finkel
	70


    
          December Baptism Birthdays 
	1
	Otyllia Abraham
	8
	Cheryl Neuenfeldt
	19
	Larry Friedland

	
	Tracy Terassi 
	 
	Bridget Piotter-Goretski
	
	Sharon Sobczak

	2
	Scott Witherspoon
	
	Brenda Prange
	21
	Donna Inda

	3
	Justin Belt
	10
	Blake Bender
	22
	Stacy Fisher

	
	Franklin Gaffke
	 
	Jeffrey Bucholtz
	23
	Bonnie Koglin

	
	Vicky Mazza
	 
	Nelson Erbisch 
	 
	Danny May

	
	Kimberly Musolff
	 
	Eleanor Hall
	 
	Carsyn Pawlowski

	
	Janet Schave
	 
	Kari VerEllen
	 
	Sharon Schave

	4
	Tori Iseler
	 
	Elwyn Will
	25
	Dennis Pleiness

	5
	Howard Finkel
	11
	Ellie Bender 
	26
	Sherry Kelley

	 
	Elaine Reinke
	 
	Jodi Bender
	 
	Sandra Wohlford

	6
	Jacob Naeyaert
	12
	Tina Osentoski
	27
	Riley Mazza

	7
	Ricky Finkel
	16
	Kimberly Koglin
	28
	Darlene Tyler

	
	Sharon Joy 
	17
	Danny Arnott
	29
	Ty Woodke

	
	Charlene Sharrard
	 
	David Burkhard
	30
	Johnathan Koglin

	8
	Dylan  Burton
	18
	Lisa Fisher
	 
	Ronald Rhode

	
	Stacy Gaffke
	 
	Christopher Inda
	 
	Dennis Zick

	
	Christopher Golden
	 
	Grayson Kraft
	31
	Melissa Siemen

	
	Sheila Jurgess
	 
	Randy Smaglinski
	 
	Candace Strozeski

	
	Jonathan Maschke
	 
	Kristen Weiss
	
	



     [image: image3.jpg]


 
                    December Birthdays
	1
	Terry Friedland
	9
	Jennifer Iseler
	18
	Jeffery Schave

	
	Douglas Howard
	
	Todd Maschke
	 
	Corey Witherspoon 

	2
	Ryan Finkel
	
	Donald Pitts
	19
	Chauncey Koglin

	3
	Donna Inda
	
	Carol Young
	20
	Sherri Bucholtz

	
	Kathryn Rocha
	10
	Sarah Birchfield
	 
	Joel Gaffke

	
	Michael Schave
	
	Fred Hasen
	 
	Frances Strieter

	4
	Tanda Bucholtz
	11
	Howard Griffore
	 
	Cynthia Woodke

	
	Easton Iseler
	 
	Joyce Harwood
	21
	Carol Hunter

	
	Dennis Pleiness
	13
	Arnie Eggert
	
	Elaine Eggert

	5
	Carrie Judson
	14
	Kathie Reinke
	23
	Jordan Schave

	
	Ashley Koglin
	15
	Shirley Piotter
	24
	Brittany Smaglilnski

	7
	Leroy Schave
	 
	Joshua Polly
	25
	Eric Reinke

	
	Amy Schryer
	16
	Deborah Bucholtz
	26
	Ruth Richardson

	
	Darlene Tyler
	 
	Nathan Pawlowski
	29
	Ty Woodke

	8
	Melvin Hartz
	17
	Amy Babcock
	30
	Meredith Birchfield

	
	Holly Iseler
	 
	Sadie DesJardin
	31
	Brenda Friedland

	
	Heather Schultz
	 
	Michael Reinke
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December 2020


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	 Friday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Friday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	1Friday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	2
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	3Friday IF = “Thursday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 3 "" 


	4

 
	5 
Pastor’s Day Off


	6


	7

4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class


	8
10:00 “Winkel” @ 
Port Sanilac


	9

10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service 
	10
	11
	12

Pastor’s Day Off


	13


	14
4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board 


	15

7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees 


	16

10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service 
	17
	18
	19

Pastor’s Day Off


	20
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	21

4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class

St. Thomas, Apostle
Winter Begins
	22


	23

10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service 
	24 

The Nativity of our Lord - Christmas Eve
7:00 Program

11:00 Candlelight Service w/Communion


	25 
The Nativity of our Lord – Christmas Day
9:00 Worship               w/Communion 
	26

Pastor’s Day Off


St. Stephen, Martyr

	27

Pastor vacation
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

	28

7:00 Finance Board 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

	29


	 30
10:30 Bible Study
	 31 Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus -New Year’s Eve
4:00 Worship w/Communion (“Comm. of the Faithful Departed”)

	
	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053



Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Marvin Woodke	     Greg Woodke


Larry Johnson	     Ty Woodke


Jeff Kowaleski	     Robert Schulte








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


  8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


  9:00 Sunday School  


  9:30 Divine Service w/Communion





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








