FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN DECEMBER

Dec.   4

John of Damascus, Theologian & Hymnwriter
Dec.   6

Nicholas of Myra, Pastor (“Santa Claus”)
Dec.   7

Ambrose of Milan, Pastor & Hymnwriter

Dec. 13

Lucia, Martyr
Dec. 17

Daniel the Prophet & the Three Young Men (Shadrach, 

Meshach, & Abednego)
Dec. 19

Adam & Eve
Dec. 20

Katharina von Bora Luther (Martin’s wife)
Dec. 21

St. Thomas, Apostle
Dec. 26

St. Stephen, Martyr
Dec. 27

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
Dec. 28

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (baby boys of Bethlehem)
Dec. 29

David (shepherd, Psalmist, king, Prophet, ancestor of Jesus)
Dec. 31

Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Eve
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Please give us another update on the pastoral vacancy at Zion.
A: Since three Calls have been declined, Zion requested a new Call list from the District office, and received it the week of Nov. 1.  Their  Call Committee will review it, and make another recommendation to their Voters.
Q: Why are the paraments purple for Advent instead of blue?

A: In the historic One-Year Series (used in The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; and what we’re now beginning the third year of using again) the color for Advent was/is purple – reflecting the same penitential purpose as Lent (also purple).  When the 3-Year Series came into being (1970s) in Liturgical churches, the Lutheran Worship hymnal (1982) adopted it (while also keeping the 1-Year option); and the Liturgical color for Advent became blue – reflecting royalty (“the Advent of our King”).  Since this congregation never used LW, I don’t know if the pastors, nonetheless, adopted the 3-Years Series or not; or waited until the purchase/use of our current Lutheran Service Book hymnal (2006).  In other words, I don’t know if our current blue paraments were purchased in 2007 or prior.

     In short, since we’re now in the third year of a three year span of re-using the One-Year Series, we’re using purple paraments.  Beginning next year – when we return to the 3-Year Series, we’ll again use blue for Advent. (NOTE: Zion, Harbor Beach – although they did use LW and the 3-Year Series – never bought blue paraments, so have always used purple.)

“Hark?  Herald Angels?”
     This month we celebrate the Birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  One of the favorite things about the Christmas Season for most people – even better than opening presents … really! – is singing Christmas hymns/carols.  Many of them we know by heart.  One of most people’s favorites is “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (LSB #380), which we usually sing during Holy Communion at the Christmas Eve/Midnight Candlelight Service.  We at least all know the first line and Refrain by heart:

“Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

     But do you know what those words mean?  Sometimes we say or sing words and go right along without even understanding what we’re saying.  What does “Hark!” mean?: That’s a word we don’t use very often.  “Hark!” means “Listen!”: “Listen!  Listen up!  I’ve got Something very Important that I want you to hear!”  What about “herald angels”?: We all know what “angels” are, but what are “herald angels”?: A “herald” is someone who’s sent by somebody else to announce – to tell us – something really important.  So the “herald angels” are angels Sent by God to tell us – to announce – Something from God that’s really Important.  So “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” means God’s Sent these angels with Something really Important for us to hear; and they want us to “listen up,” because they’re going to “sing” about It.

     So … what’s that really Important Thing God Wants us to hear that the angels are going to sing about?: Here’s what the angels say:

“Unto you is Born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  … Glory to God in the Highest, and on Earth Peace, Good Will toward men” (Luke 2:11,14 KJV).

And here’s what that Means: Jesus the Savior is Born!

     And because He’s Come, and because He’s going to die on the Cross, the sins that made us all enemies of God are Forgiven; God isn’t angry, but at Peace with us.

     “Listen up!”  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” sings it like this:

“Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” (st.2)

     My family and I pray you all have a safe and merry Advent and Christmas Seasons!  We look forward to worshiping with you in these Holy Seasons.

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Jr. Confirmation Classes:

     7th-grade (school building): Mondays, 5:30 - 7:00pm; Small 

          Catechism & Workbook, videos, handouts

Wednesday Bible Study (school building): 10:30 - 11:30am; Acts

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

(There will be no pre-Advent service suppers this year.  Wednesday Advent services will be at noon and 6:00pm.)

“WHEN HEAVEN MET EARTH:

ADVENT ANSWERS TO HARD QUESTIONS

HARDLY ANYBODY IS ASKING: …”

Wed., Dec. 1:
“The Birth of God: How … and Why?        Luke 1:26-38
Wed., Dec. 8:
“The Obedient Child: Did He Know?
          Luke 2:41-52
Wed., Dec. 15: “The Man’s Man: Why Would Jesus Ever Cry?”






          Luke 19:41-44; John 11:30-36
Wed., Dec. 22: “The Most Extraordinary Time”
       Galatians 4:1-7
Fri., Dec. 24, 7:00pm:
Congregation Christmas Eve Program



“”

Fri., Dec. 24, 11:00pm: Christmas Midnight Candlelight Service 

(w/ Communion)


“From Start to Finish” Numbers 24:15-17a; Isaiah 9:2,6-7; 






11:1-10; Micah 5:2-4; 1 John 4:7-16; 






Titus 2:11-14; Matthew 1:18-25; 






Luke 2:1-20
Sat., Dec. 25, 9:00am:  Christmas Dawn Service (w/ Communion)



“For You Who Fear”
Luke 2:8-11
Fri., Dec. 31, 4:00pm:  New Year’s Eve Service (w/ Communion & 

     “Commemoration of the Faithful Departed”)


“Bow Down to the Name That Saves!”  Luke 2:21; 








   Philippians 2:1-13
(Wednesday Advent services at Zion, Harbor Beach, will be at 9:00am and 7:30pm.  Their Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 5:00pm; and Christmas Day Service at 10:30am.  Their New Year’s Eve Service will be at 5:30pm.)
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Dec.   5 - 11
Luke 21:27-28
Lord’s Prayer – Introduction
LSB #336

Dec. 12 - 18
Matt. 11:4-5
Lord’s Prayer – 1st Petition    
LSB #345

Dec. 19 - 25
Luke 1:46-47
Lord’s Prayer – 2nd Petition
LSB #357

Dec. 26 – Jan. 1  Luke 2:33
Lord’s Prayer – 3rd Petition
LSB #389








    (*at least 1st stanza)
December
ALTAR GUILD:
Vicki Koglin
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of October 2021: 107
Average Church attendance for the month of October 2020: 98
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of October, 2021
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $   9,339.50
                                  Loose Offering: $      587.00        



          TOTAL:             $   9,926.50
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $265.00    Stained Glass: $735.00   Church Painting:$50.00
Trustees: $90.00      Special Stewardship: $50.00
Acolyte Schedule December 2021
	Dec  1
	
	
	6pm
	Logan Iseler

	Dec  5
	 8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Dec  8
	
	
	6pm
	Jentry Zimmerman

	Dec 12
	 8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    
	9:30  
	Logan Iseler

	Dec 15
	
	
	6pm
	Olivia Woodke

	Dec 19
	 8:00  
	Olivia Woodke
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke

	Dec 22
	   
	 
	6pm
	Wyatt Hoody

	Dec 24
	11pm
	Wyatt Hoody, Logan Iseler, Olivia Woodke

	Dec 25
	 9:00
	Jentry Zimmerman

	Dec 26
	 8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke

	Dec 31
	 4:00
	Logan Iseler 


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822


2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.
SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
Kathy submitted an Equip Grant Application for a technology upgrade that Pastor became aware of.  This included:  a laptop for the secretary, a laptop for the Pastor – with updated office tools; updated office tools for the treasurer with a new printer. I am happy to let you know that the CEF awarded us our grant.   Kathy – now it’s time to get shopping. 

[image: image1.png]st. John Ladies Aid invites all ladiesto come out for an evening of laughs on Tuesday, December 7th at
7PM to the Annual Christmas party. Bring at leastone $5 wrapped gift (or you can bring as many as you
want). One of our auctioneers (Pastor , Harold or Larry) randomiy grabs a gift off the table and the
ladies bid on it Ladies Ad will match the amount raised and proceeds are donated to charity. 102019 a
total of $1,689 was donated to our Barnabas Fund, Huron County Safe Place and the Harbor Beach/Port
Hope Food Pantry. Join in the fun and help to raise money for wonderful causes. Oh, and bring a dozen
cookies. We will eat some and save the restto be putin the Christmas fruit baskets for our members
‘age 80 and over and our shut-ns.
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 December Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
	
	Day
	
	Yrs

	   3
	Willard & Ramona Reinke
	61
	
	23 
	Neal & Colleen Emerick
	38

	 13
	Elwyn & Phyllis Will
	69
	
	  
	 
	 


    
          December Baptism Birthdays 

	1
	Otyllia Abraham
	8
	Cheryl Neuenfeldt
	19
	Larry Friedland

	
	Tracy Terassi 
	 
	Bridget Piotter-Goretski
	
	Sharon Sobczak

	2
	Scott Witherspoon
	
	Brenda Prange
	21
	Donna Inda

	3
	Justin Belt
	10
	Blake Bender
	22
	Stacy Fisher

	
	Franklin Gaffke
	 
	Jeffrey Bucholtz
	23
	Bonnie Koglin

	
	Vicky Mazza
	 
	Eleanor Hall
	 
	Danny May

	
	Kimberly Musolff
	 
	Kari VerEllen
	 
	Carsyn Pawlowski

	
	Janet Schave
	 
	Elwyn Will
	 
	Sharon Schave

	4
	Tori Iseler
	11
	Ellie Bender 
	25
	Dennis Pleiness

	5
	Elaine Reinke
	 
	Jodi Bender
	26
	Sherry Kelley

	6
	Jacob Naeyaert
	12
	Tina Osentoski
	
	Gary Shell

	7
	Ricky Finkel
	16
	Kimberly Koglin
	 
	Sandra Wohlford

	
	Sharon Joy 
	17
	Danny Arnott
	27
	Riley Mazza

	
	Charlene Sharrard
	 
	David Burkhard
	28
	Darlene Tyler

	8
	Dylan  Burton
	18
	Lisa Fisher
	29
	Ty Woodke

	
	Stacy Gaffke
	 
	Christopher Inda
	30
	Johnathan Koglin

	
	Christopher Golden
	 
	Grayson Kraft
	 
	Ronald Rhode

	
	Sheila Jurgess
	 
	Randy Smaglinski
	 
	Dennis Zick

	
	Jonathan Maschke
	 
	Kristen Weiss
	31
	Melissa Siemen

	
	
	
	
	 
	Candace Strozeski
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                    December Birthdays
	1
	Terry Friedland
	9
	Jennifer Iseler
	18
	Jeffery Schave

	
	 
	
	Todd Maschke
	 
	Corey Witherspoon 

	2
	Ryan Finkel
	
	Donald Pitts
	19
	Chauncey Koglin

	3
	Donna Inda
	
	Carol Young
	20
	Sherri Bucholtz

	
	Kathryn Rocha
	10
	Sarah Birchfield
	 
	Joel Gaffke

	
	Michael Schave
	
	Fred Hasen
	 
	Frances Strieter

	4
	Tanda Bucholtz
	11
	Howard Griffore
	 
	Cynthia Woodke

	
	Easton Iseler
	 
	Joyce Harwood
	21
	Carol Hunter

	
	Dennis Pleiness
	13
	Arnie Eggert
	23
	Elaine Eggert

	5
	Carrie Judson
	14
	Kathie Reinke
	 
	Jordan Schave

	
	Ashley Koglin
	
	Gary Schell
	24
	Brittany Smaglilnski

	7
	Leroy Schave
	15
	Shirley Piotter
	25
	Eric Reinke

	
	Amy Schryer
	 
	Joshua Polly
	26
	Ruth Richardson

	
	Darlene Tyler
	16
	Nathan Pawlowski
	29
	Ty Woodke

	8
	Melvin Hartz
	17
	Amy Babcock
	30
	Meredith Birchfield

	
	Holly Iseler
	
	Sadie DesJardin
	31
	Brenda Friedland

	
	Heather Schultz
	 
	Michael Reinke
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December 2021


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	 Friday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Friday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	 Friday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	1
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	2Friday IF = “Thursday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 3 "" 


	3
 
	4
Pastor’s Day Off



	5

	6
4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class


	7
Ladies Aid Christmas party at 7:00.  Bring a $5 gift, and cookies to share. 



	8
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service 
	9
	10
	11
Pastor’s Day Off



	12

	13
4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board 


	14
10:00 “Winkel” @ 
Fairgrove
	15
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service 
	16
	17
	18
Pastor’s Day Off



	19

	20
4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class


	21
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees 

St. Thomas, Apostle
Winter Begins
[image: image5]
	22
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

6:00 Advent service 
	23

	24
The Nativity of our Lord - Christmas Eve/Midnight
7:00 Program

11:00 Candlelight Service w/Communion


	25
 The Nativity of our Lord – Christmas Day
9:00 Worship               w/Communion



	26
St. Stephen, Martyr
	27 
Pastor’s Day Off

7:00 Finance Board 

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

	28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

	 29
10:30 Bible Study
	 30 
7:30 Long Range Planning  

	31 Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus -New Year’s Eve
4:00 Worship w/Communion (“Comm. of the Faithful Departed”)
	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053



St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Marvin Woodke	     Greg Woodke


Larry Johnson	     Ty Woodke


Jeff Kowaleski	     Robert Schulte








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


  8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


  9:30 Divine Service w/Communion





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








