FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN DECEMBER
Dec.   4

John of Damascus, Theologian & Hymnwriter
Dec.   6

Nicholas of Myra, Pastor (“Santa Claus”)
Dec.   7

Ambrose of Milan, Pastor & Hymnwriter
Dec. 13

Lucia, Martyr

Dec. 17

Daniel the Prophet & the 3 Young Men [Shadrach, Meshach, & Dec. 19

Adam & Eve [1st humans]


   
   Abednego]
Dec. 20

Katharina von Bora Luther [Martin’s wife]
Dec. 21

St. Thomas, Apostle

Dec. 24

Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve
Dec. 25

Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day
Dec. 26

St. Stephen, Martyr
Dec. 27

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
Dec. 28

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs [baby boys of Bethlehem]
Dec. 29

David [shepherd, Psalmist, King of Israel]
Dec. 31

Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Eve
“Growing as One”
     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Dec.   4 - 10
Matt. 3:1-2
Lord’s Prayer – Intro.

LSB #344

Dec. 11 - 17
Matt. 11:4-6
Lord’s Prayer – 1st Petition   
LSB #345

Dec. 18 - 24
Matt. 1:22
Lord’s Prayer – 2nd Petition   
LSB #357

Dec. 25 - 31
John 1:14
Lord’s Prayer – 3rd Petition    LSB #375, 382








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00am: “Big Room,” school building; theme of the day lesson, singing, activities

Adult Bible Class, 9:00am: church basement; the Gospel Readings
Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am: “Big Room,” school building; Revelation 
 “God’s Holy Arm”
     As we look forward to Christmas, we know, of course, that the most Important Thing about that Day is that Jesus was Born!  But as we’ll hear in the 10:00am Service that Sunday, the Old Testament Reading from Isaiah 52:7-10 tells us:

“The LORD has bared His Holy Arm …” (:10)
What does it mean to “bare your arm”?: Well, to “bare” something in this way means to uncover it, like to roll up your sleeve so everybody can see your arm.

     When do people do that?: Right – to work, or to fight, or to be ready for action, or to show off your muscles.  If you think you have strong arms, do you think they’re stronger than God’s “Arm”?  God’s “Arm” is Strong enough to pick up the whole world and carry it; His “Arm” is so Strong He can carry the oceans, the sky, the land, all people, all animals, buildings, vehicles, everything!  No one’s as strong as He is:

“The LORD has bared His Holy Arm …”

That Means He’s Strong and He’s Ready to Work.
     But the Verse says not just “His Arm”: What kind of “Arm” is It? – It says “His [what kind of] Arm”?: That’s Right – “His Holy Arm.”  “Holy” Means Good and Godly; “Holy” Means being very much like God Himself in His Goodness.  If God’s “Arm” is “Holy,” what kinds of things does He Do with It?: He Saves unholy people like you and me – He Makes us “Holy.”

     God’s “Holy Arm” is His “Holy” Son, Jesus.  The rest of V.10 says,

“The LORD has bared His Holy Arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the Earthy shall see the Salvation of our God.”

He “bared His Holy Arm”: Jesus Is God’s “Holy Arm.”
     When God Wanted to Show His “Muscles” and get to Work, He Sent His Son to be Born of the virgin Mary; He Sent Jesus to Teach “Holy” Things; He Sent Jesus to Give us “Holy” Baptism; He Sent Jesus to Give us the “Holy” Supper; He Sent Jesus to die a “Holy” death, and to Rise again.  And then Jesus Sends us the “Holy” Spirit; He Gave us the “Holy” Bible; He Makes you “Holy” by Forgiving your sins; He Makes you “Holy” when you pay attention to the Bible Readings, the music in worship, and the sermon.

     So listen to what’s said in church about Jesus!: God’s “Holy Arm” Is Jesus, Born on Christmas to be your Savior!
     My family and I pray that you all have a safe and joyous “Holi”day Season, and look forward to seeing you in the many worship opportunities during this “Holy” Season.     


In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
OFFICIAL ACTS

Holy Baptism, 11-8-22; Profession of Faith, 11-13-22: Timothy Hart

Transfers Out, 11-15-22: Meadow, River, & Forrest Williamson, to Faith Community, Las Vegas, NV

MID-WEEK ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

(Wednesday services are at noon [Matins] and 7:00pm [Vespers].  There are 

no soup and sandwich suppers this year.)

“Angels: The Ultimate Divine Messengers of Hope”
Wed., Dec. 7:

“An Angel of the Lord Brings a Message of 

(Ambrose of Milan, 
  Hope in the Midst of Fear of the Unknown”

 Pastor & Hymnwriter)    



                  Matthew 1:18-25
Wed., Dec. 14:
“The Angel Gabriel Brings a Message of Hope 


               in the Midst of the Seemingly Impossible” 

           Luke 1:26-38
Wed., Dec. 21:
            “A Multitude of the Heavenly Host Announces 

(St. Thomas, Apostle)    a Peace Which Brings Renewed Hope” 

           Luke 2:13-14
Sat., Dec. 24, 7pm, Christmas Program:
T.B.D.
(Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve)

Sat., Dec. 24, 11pm, Candlelight Service:
    “An Angel Brings Hope 

(Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Midnight)   with a Sign of God’s 






      Presence in the Newly 





                    Born Christ-Child”









Luke 2:8-11

Sun., Dec. 25, 8am:
“The Sign of Christ Is Lifted Up” Isaiah 62:10-12
(Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Dawn)
Sun., Dec. 25, 10am:
“The LORD Has Bared His Holy Arm” Isaiah 52:7-10
(Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day)
Sat., Dec. 31, 4pm, Commemoration of the Faithful Departed: 
(Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Eve)



“New Year … No Fear!”  Romans 8:31b-39
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What are some facts about Christmas that we may not know?
A: The following are some Facts I thought might be of particular interest:

1. Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem to participate in a census by the Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1-5; E.S.V. = “registered;” N.I.V. = “census;” R.S.V. = “enrolled”).  The K.J.V.’s explanation that they travelled to Bethlehem to be “taxed” might lead to confusion, though the census was for tax purposes.

2. The words “all” and “entire” are use 23 times in Luke 1 – 2, highlighting the universal scope of God’s Offer of Salvation through Christ, and the massive number of Mighty Acts God Performed surrounding Jesus’ Birth.

3. Jesus was Born prior to 4 B.C.: We know this because Herod the Great, the Roman-supported king in Judea who tried to kill Baby Jesus, died in 4 B.C.  Our calendars begin classifying years as A.D. (Latin for “Anno Domini” – “year of our Lord”) too late because of a calculation error in the Middle Ages.

4. Luke’s Account stresses God’s Record of keeping Promises, highlighting this Theme in the life of almost every character who appears in the Birth Narrative: For instance, Mary’s Promised that she will bear the Messiah (:26-38); the shepherds are Promised that the Savior has been Born (:8-20); and Simeon (40 days later) is Promised that he will see the Messiah before he dies (:22-35).

5. The Bible doesn’t record a single word spoken by Joseph.  Some have quipped that he’s always asleep when pictured in the Bible, since Matthew thrice Records an angel appearing to him in a dream (1:20; 2:13,19).

6. “Star gazers” or “magicians” are better descriptions of the Magi than “Wise Men.”  And a Star wasn’t the only Guide they had in finding the Baby Jesus: Matthew says the Star Guided them as far as Jerusalem, where they learned that Scripture Foretold the Jewish Messiah’s Birth in Bethlehem.  Having received this Guidance in God’s Word, the Star again Guided them until they reached the “house” in Bethlehem where Jesus and His family were lodging (2:11).  The Magi didn’t visit Jesus at the manger, as is often depicted in Nativity scenes. (The date chosen to celebrate their arrival is January 6, “The Epiphany of Our Lord” [the day after the “12 days of Christmas”], which is celebrated as “Christmas Day” for Eastern Orthodox Christians, as the Magi were “from the East.”)

 (“Ask the Pastor” continues on the next page.)

7. Some scholars believe the Wise Men were from the Parthian Empire, an ancient kingdom stretching from modern-day Turkey to Iran, that warred with Herod the Great before he claimed the throne in an attempt to install its own king of the Jews.  Perhaps Herod, along with “all Jerusalem,” was “troubled” at the Wise Men’s arrival (Matthew 2:3) because Parthians had again come speaking of a competing king.

8. Luke never says the angels heralding Jesus’ Birth sang: Rather, they were “praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the Highest, …’” (:13-14).  For that matter, we don’t know that Mary sang her famous “Magnificat” either. (Luke 1:40 tells us that she “said, ‘…’”)  (But consider that our singing of the “Sanctus” [“Holy, Holy, Holy”] before Holy Communion is preceded by the words: “… evermore praising You and saying: ...”)

9. Finally, Jesus wasn’t actually Born on December 25: Most believe He was Born in the Summer or Fall; and that Dec. 25 was chosen by the Church to replace pagan celebrations of the Winter solstice (first day of Winter – normally Dec. 20/21, but on the Julian calendar Dec. 25 was the first day of Winter).  The first day of Winter was known as the “Nativity of the Sun” (as the days would lengthen after that) which obviously fit well with the “Nativity of the Son.”  The Church in Rome began formally celebrating Christmas on Dec. 25 in A.D. 336, during the reign of the Emperor Constantine, after he made Christianity the effective religion of the Empire.  The Roman Christian historian Sextus Julius Africanus dated Jesus’ Conception to March 25 (“The Annunciation of Our Lord”), which, after nine months, is Dec. 25. (Or, was the March 25 “Annunciation” determined by going backward nine months after Dec. 25 was chosen?)  In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I also set Dec. 25 for the reasons stated above, and that date became a civic holiday by decree of Emperor Justinian in A.D. 529.
December
ALTAR GUILD:
Vicki Koglin
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of October 2022: 106
Average Church attendance for the month of October 2021: 107
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of October, 2022
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $ 14,055.00
                                  Loose Offering: $    6,185.00        



          TOTAL:             $  20,240.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Barnabas: $100.00         LWML: $25.00     Missions: $540.00  
Stained Glass: $890.00  Trustees: $10.00  School Rental: $50.00
Tuition: $100.00  Reimburse Advertising Banners, Pastor: $100.00



Acolyte Schedule December 2022
	Dec  4
	 8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler

	Dec  7
	
	
	7pm
	Jentry Zimmerman

	Dec 11
	 8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	Dec 14
	
	
	7pm
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Dec 18
	 8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler

	Dec 21
	   
	 
	7pm
	Brady Iseler

	Dec 24
	11pm
	Logan Iseler, Jentry Zimmerman, Jett Zimmerman

	Dec 25
	 8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	Dec 31
	 4:00
	Jentry Zimmerman


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
	
	


2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.
SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.

Immanuel Lutheran Church of, Frankentrost, 8220 E. Holland Road (M-46) in Saginaw, will host its 26th annual “Living Nativity – A Journey to Bethlehem,” in December, on Fri the 2nd, 7-9pm, Sat. the 3rd, 6-8pm; and Sun. the 4th, 6-8pm.  Experience the sights and sounds of Bethlehem on that Blesse’d night when Jesus Christ was Born.  This is a free 30 minute outdoor walk, so dress for the weather.  Fellowship and refreshments will follow in the school. 
Ladies Aid will be doing Fruit Baskets on December 17th @ 9am.  We are in need of volunteers to either help assemble the baskets and to deliver.  Please contact Denee @ (989)428-3034 if you are able to help.  Thank you! 
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 December Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
	
	Day
	
	Yrs

	 13
	Elwyn & Phyllis Will
	70
	
	23 
	Neal & Colleen Emerick
	39

	
	
	
	
	  
	 
	 


    
          December Baptism Birthdays 

	1
	Otyllia Abraham
	8
	Cheryl Neuenfeldt
	19
	Larry Friedland

	
	Tracy Terassi 
	 
	Bridget Piotter-Goretski
	
	Sharon Sobczak

	2
	Scott Witherspoon
	
	Brenda Prange
	21
	Donna Inda

	3
	Justin Belt
	10
	Blake Bender
	22
	Stacy Fisher

	
	 
	 
	Jeffrey Bucholtz
	23
	Bonnie Koglin

	
	Vicky Mazza
	 
	Eleanor Hall
	 
	Danny May

	
	Kimberly Musolff
	 
	Kari VerEllen
	 
	 

	
	Janet Schave
	 
	Elwyn Will
	 
	Sharon Schave

	4
	Tori Iseler
	11
	Ellie Bender 
	25
	Dennis Pleiness

	5
	Elaine Reinke
	 
	Jodi Bender
	26
	Sherry Kelley

	6
	Jacob Naeyaert
	12
	Tina Osentoski
	
	Gary Shell

	7
	Ricky Finkel
	16
	Kimberly Koglin
	 
	Sandra Wohlford

	
	Sharon Joy 
	17
	Danny Arnott
	27
	Riley Mazza

	
	Charlene Sharrard
	 
	 
	28
	Darlene Tyler

	8
	Dylan  Burton
	18
	Lisa Fisher
	29
	Ty Woodke

	
	Stacy Gaffke
	 
	Christopher Inda
	30
	Johnathan Koglin

	
	Christopher Golden
	 
	Grayson Kraft
	 
	Ronald Rhode

	
	Sheila Jurgess
	 
	Randy Smaglinski
	 
	Dennis Zick

	
	Jonathan Maschke
	 
	Kristen Weiss
	31
	Melissa Siemen

	
	
	
	
	 
	Candace Strozeski



   
Ladies Aid Christmas Party Dec 5th at 7pm. 
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                    December Birthdays
	1
	Terry Friedland
	9
	Jennifer Iseler
	18
	Jeffery Schave

	2
	Ryan Finkel
	
	Todd Maschke
	 
	Corey Witherspoon 

	3
	Elmer Geiger
	
	Donald Pitts
	19
	Chauncey Koglin

	 
	Donna Inda (70)
	
	Carol Young
	20
	Sherri Bucholtz

	
	Kathryn Rocha (60)
	10
	Sarah Birchfield
	 
	Joel Gaffke

	
	Michael Schave
	
	Fred Hasen
	 
	Frances Strieter

	4
	Tanda Bucholtz
	11
	Howard Griffore
	 
	Cynthia Woodke

	
	Easton Iseler
	 
	Joyce Harwood
	21
	Carol Hunter

	
	Dennis Pleiness (70)
	13
	Arnie Eggert (70)
	23
	Jordan Schave

	5
	Carrie Judson
	14
	Kathie Reinke
	24
	Brittany Smaglilnski (30)

	
	Ashley Koglin
	
	Gary Schell
	25
	Eric Reinke

	7
	Amy Schryer
	15
	Shirley Piotter
	26
	Ruth Richardson

	
	Darlene Tyler
	 
	
	27
	Avery Weiss

	8
	Melvin Hartz
	17
	Amy Babcock (50)
	29
	Ty Woodke (20)

	
	Heather Schultz
	
	Sadie DesJardin
	30
	Meredith Birchfield

	
	
	 
	Michael Reinke
	31
	Brenda Friedland
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December 2022


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	 Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053
Friday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Friday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	 Friday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	1Friday IF = “Thursday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 3 "" 


	2
 
	3
Pastor’s Day Off



	4

	5
4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class

Ladies Aid Christmas party at 7:00.  
	6
  



	7
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

7:00 Advent service 
	8
	9
	10
Pastor’s Day Off



	11

	12
4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board 


	13
10:00 “Winkel” @ 
Sebewaing
	14
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

7:00 Advent service 
	15
	16
	17
Pastor’s Day Off
Ladies Aid Shut in Baskets


	18

	19
4:00  7th Grade Confirmation Class


	20
7:00 Trustees 


	21
10:30 Bible Study
Noon Advent service

7:00 Advent service 


St. Thomas, Apostle
Winter Begins

	22

	23

	24
The Nativity of our Lord - Christmas Eve/Midnight
7:00 Program

11:00 Candlelight Service w/Communion





	25
The Nativity of our Lord – Christmas Dawn/Day

(no S.S. / B.C.)
	26
Pastor’s Day Off
7:00 Finance Board 

St. Stephen, Martyr
	27
Pastor’s Vacation 
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

	 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs


	29

	30  
	31 Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus -New Year’s Eve
4:00 Worship w/Communion (“Comm. of the Faithful Departed”)


St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:00


Marvin Woodke	     Greg Woodke


Larry Johnson	     Ty Woodke


Jeff Kowaleski	      








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


  8:00 Divine Service w/Communion�  9:00 Sunday School / Bible Class


 10:00 Divine Service w/Communion








St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








