FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN FEBRUARY

Feb.   2

The Purification of Mary & The Presentation of Our Lord

Feb.   2

The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Feb.   5

Jacob (Israel), Patriarch
Feb. 10

Silas, Fellow Worker of Sts. Peter & Paul

Feb. 13

Aquila, Priscilla, & Apollos

Feb. 14

Valentine, Martyr

Feb. 15

Philemon & Onesimus

Feb. 16

Philipp Melanchthon (birth), Confessor (author of the Augsburg 







        Confession & its Apology)
Feb. 18

Martin Luther, Doctor & Confessor

Feb. 23

Polycarp of Smyrna, Pastor & Martyr
Feb. 24

St. Matthias, Apostle
Feb. 26

Ash Wednesday
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Feb.   2 -   8
Matt. 17:7-8
Holy Baptism – What?

LSB #413

Feb.   9 - 15
Matt. 20:16  
Holy Baptism – Benefits?
LSB #555

Feb. 16 - 22
Luke 8:15
Holy Baptism – How?

LSB #824

Feb. 23 - 29
Luke 18:31
Holy Baptism – Indicate?
LSB #849








    (*at least 1st stanza)
YOUTH NEWS

     The Higher Things “Watermarked” Lutheran Youth Conference next Summer will be July 21-24, at Calvin University (formerly “College,”) Grand Rapids, MI.  All Confirmed youth through high school are eligible to attend this Conference.  Registration began Nov. 1, and materials were mailed to all eligible youth.  At this time no one from our congregation will be attending this year.
“Colors in the Church”
     What’s your favorite color?  As you know, the Altar, Lectern, and Pulpit are adorned with beautiful cloth decorations called “paraments.”  The colors change seasonally according to the Church Year calendar.  The five most commonly used colors are white, red, green, purple, blue, and black.  It’s not that I (or any other pastor) just choose my favorite color; rather, each color has special meaning, and is chosen because it tells us about that day’s Festival or Season of the Church Year.
     As you also know, the color of Christmas is white.  White stands for purity and completeness.  It’s used for Festivals celebrating Jesus Christ, the “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” (LSB #434).  Jesus is the completely Holy and sinless Son of God.  Therefore, the Chancel (Altar area) has white paraments for the Christmas Season, the Easter Season, and other Christ Festivals, like “The Transfiguration of Our Lord” (Feb. 23 in the 3-Year Series; Feb. 2 in the 1-Year Series we’re now using, as there are 3 “pre-Lent” Sundays in the 1-Year Series.)

     “Transfiguration” means “to change one’s appearance.”  Jesus was on a mountain with three of His Disciples, and His Appearance Changed: 

“His Face shone like the Sun, and His clothes became white as light” (Matthew 17:2)
Jesus was true man – a true human being like you – but for a brief moment on the mountain Peter, James, and John got to see with their eyes that Jesus is also True God.
     The color for the Epiphany Season prior to “Transfiguration Sunday” and Lent was green, which is the color of growing things.  During the Epiphany Season we grew in understanding Jesus, who He was and what He’s Done to Save the world. (The three “pre-Lent” Sundays will also be green.)

     On “Ash Wednesday” the color will be black, symbolizing the ashes that we (Adam) came from and will return to in death, due to our sinfulness.  Then, beginning with the “1st Sunday in Lent” (not “of” Lent, since Sundays are not part of the 40 days) the color will be purple.  Purple makes us think about repentance and prayer about our sins, and makes us want to look to Jesus for Forgiveness and Salvation.

     At the end of the Lenten Season, Jesus will climb another mountain – not the “Mount of Transfiguration,” but the most Important mountain in the world: Mount Calvary, where He’ll die on the Cross to Forgive our sins.  The color on that Day – “Good Friday” – will once again be black, symbolizing Jesus’ death.

     But after that will come another Day that’s white: Easter!  That’s where we’re headed!

     



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
OFFICIAL ACTS:

Death: Robert Witherspoon, 1-11-20 (funeral: 1-16-10)
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What is the Biblical balance between “not judging others” and pointing out false doctrine/practice?

A: When Scripture tells us “not to judge” (e.g., Matthew 7:1), the context of these admonitions is in our everyday lives, i.e., in things that don’t directly involve Doctrine (Biblical Teachings).  We are, however, also directed by Scripture to point out sin and false teachings for the sake the one involved in them (cf. Matthew 18:15-17).  In other words, it’s actually a loving thing to try to prevent others from doing things that would be to their spiritual harm; and unloving not to. All of this requires great discernment on our part.

     Why do we teach our children (perhaps even with loud voice) not to approach/touch a hot stove, or not to run out into the street?  Why do we discipline them when they do wrong?  Because we love them!  To allow them to do these harmful things would be unloving.  It’s the same – and even more important – with spiritual matters.
     But even as we do this loving thing, we’re to do so gently, lovingly, and humbly, not thinking we’re better than the other person (cf. Galatians 6:1; Matthew 7:3-5).
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School: Sundays, 9:00-9:30am, school building; miscellaneous 

   materials.
Adult Bible class: Due to the Zion vacancy, this class will not meet for 

   the time being.

Junior Confirmation classes: Mondays: 6th = 4:00pm; 7th-grade =     

   5:30pm; school building; Small Catechism & Workbook; hand-outs, 

   videos, etc. 
Bible study: Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30am, school building; Luke
Adult Catechism instruction: various days/times (ask Pastor)
ZION, HARBOR BEACH, VACANCY

     As announced previously, the Rev. Ron Schultz, Pastor, Zion, Harbor Beach, retired at the end of January.  There are currently several vacancy situations in our Thumb East Circuit (Trinity, Forestville; St. John’s, Port Sanilac; Peace, Sandusky; and now Zion, Harbor Beach), making the availability of other pastors (retired and currently Serving already) scarce.
     For this reason – as well as close proximity – our Circuit Visitor, the Rev. Ken Luecke, Our Savior, Bad Axe, asked Pastor Dodge to consider covering the vacancy at Zion.  Discussions took place with Rev. Luecke; the Zion leadership; our Elders; our Council; and our Jan. 19 Voters’ Meeting.  

     First, the Rev. Leo Thoms, Emeritus, Port Hope, has agreed to cover Zion hospital visits and funerals; the Rev. Henry Hales (currently Serving the vacancy at Forestville as well as his own Palms congregation) has  agreed to cover Zion’s Saturday evening Services (traditional).  Pastor Dodge will cover Zion’s shut-ins.    

     As this affects us here at St. John, the following was decided by our Elders, Council, and the Jan. 19 Voters’ Meeting: Pastor Dodge will Serve as the Vacancy Pastor at Zion in addition to his responsibilities here at St. John.  He’ll need to be at Zion one day a week (normally Tuesdays).  BEGINNING SUNDAY, FEB. 1, the amended worship schedule at both places will be as follows: Zion will still have their Saturday 5:00pm traditional worship Service (led by Pastor Hales).  On Sunday mornings, our worship Services will be at 8:00 and 9:30am; and Zion will have one “blended” Service at 11:00am.  Sunday School here will meet briefly from 9:00 – 9:30am.  Neither congregation will have a pastor-led Sunday Bible class.  Pastor Dodge will also lead Zion’s mid-week Lenten and Holy Week services.
     This will be a temporary situation, as Zion may go the “intentional interim” route, meaning that after going through the District process they’d Call and receive a specially trained full-time vacancy pastor (usually retired).

     Thank you for your patience in serving the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ in this area!  Your prayers are desired!

LENTEN SCHEDULE

(Mid-week Lenten services here at St. John will be on Wednesdays at noon and 7:00pm, with a soup/sandwich supper from 5:30 – 6:45pm, each sponsored by a group in the congregation, with the donated proceeds going to that group’s mission.)  Services at Zion will be on Thursdays at 7:00pm.

“LIVING AMONG THE BIBLE’S TREES”

“Ash Wednesday,” Feb. 26
“Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil”

     (with Holy Communion & optional “Imposition of Ashes”)






Psalm 1; Genesis 2:8-9,15-17; 3:1-24;

   Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Wed., March 4


“Great Trees of Mamre near the Machpelah”





        Psalm 96; Genesis 18:1-33; 23:1-20

Wed., March 11

“Oak at Ophrah”




        Psalm 78; Judges 6:1-40; Matthew 12:38-42

Wed., March 18

“Jesse’s Tree”




        Psalm 80:8-19; Isaiah 6:1-13; 10:33 – 11:16

Wed., March 25

“Tree of the Lord’s Planting”
     (“The Annunciation of Our Lord”)      Psalm 104:10-18; Ezekiel 17:1-24; 

   Mark 4:30-32

Wed., April 1
    “Good Trees Bearing Good Fruit, Bad Trees Bearing Bad Fruit”






Psalm 148; Galatians 5:1,13-25; 






   Matthew 7:15-20

Holy (Maundy) Thurs., April 9, 7:00pm  “Fig Trees”  Psalm 105:23-45; 

   (with Holy Communion & Stripping of Chancel)
      Luke 13:1-9; Mark 11:12-25

Good Friday, April 10, 7:00pm only*  “Tree of the Cross”
   (Tenebrae Vespers)  
       Psalm 74; Deuteronomy 21:22-23; Galatians 3:1-14

Easter Sunrise, April 12, 6:00am* “Tree of Life” Psalm 52; Ezekiel 47:1-12;
   (with Holy Communion)

     Revelation 22:1-20; Matthew 28:1-10

NOTE: The tentative schedule for Holy Week is:


Holy (Maundy) Thurs.: Zion – 5:00pm; St. John – 7:00pm (as usual)


Good Fri.: Zion – 1:00pm (as usual); St. John – 7:00pm only

Easter Sun.: St. John – 6:00am (1/2-hr. earlier than usual) & 10:30am 


   (as usual); Zion – 8:00am only
FEBRUARY 
ALTAR GUILD:
TBD
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of December 2019: 118
Average Church attendance for the month of December 2020: 116
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of December 2019
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $18,700.68
                                  Loose Offering:  $1,489.25        



          TOTAL:            $20,189.93
Non-Budget Income:  

Barnabas: $563.00           Trustees: $200.00    Missions: $570.00 
Stained Glass: $1,960.00 Christmas Bulbs: $72.00    

Tuition Fund: $469.50
      Special Stewardship: 805.00

Acolyte Schedule February, 2020
	February 2  
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Hunter Iseler    

	February 9  
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	February 16 
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Hunter Iseler    

	February 23 
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	February 26  Ash Wed.
	7:00pm
	Jentry Zimmerman
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SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: 

In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope 
box.

NEEDED – someone to do Altar Guild Duties for the month of February.  Duties include washing Communion ware and changing paraments when needed.  Call Carol Woodke at 989-428-4440 if interested. 
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February Anniversaries

  5: Frank & Irma Gaffke


17: Lavern & Brenda Friedland

18: Dave & Heather Bender

      Don & Kristi Pitts

25: Duane & Bonnie Koglin

FEBRUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Meredith Birchfield
	2
	Brantley Brown
	 4      
	Amy Babcock

	
	                       
	
	 
	
	Allan Koglin

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Eric Koglin

	
	 
	
	
	
	Matthew Koglin

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Darla Pankow                
	6
	Jeffrey Schave
	7
	Kathie Reinke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Deborah Bucholtz
	11
	Jesse Bender                
	13
	Evan Dodge      

	
	Kathryn Rocha
	
	     
	
	Gavin Pawlowski

	
	
	
	   
	
	Michael Reinke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Michael Lloyd
	19
	Shannon Stozeski 
	21
	James McNeil              

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Gregory Brown
	23
	Heidi Nelson     
	24
	David Berndt


	
	Theodore Rink
	
	   
	
	 

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	28
	Elijah Ceplecha  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

	1
	Linda Iseler
	2
	Brian Bucholtz
	3
	Earl Reinke

	
	
	
	Donald Finkel
	
	 

	
	
	
	Heidi Nelson
	
	

	
	
	
	Tamara Talaski
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Arthur Haas  
	5
	Brandon Bender
	7
	Evan Dodge

	
	 
	
	JoAnn Muter
	
	                             

	
	
	
	Annabella Schubring
	
	

	
	
	
	Matthew Terrasi
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Reena Hill
	10
	Cindy Chiotti
	11
	Jadyn Pitts

	
	 
	
	Shirley Rink
	
	Bear Pleiness

	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Joseph Weiss
	14
	Clinton Weiss
	16
	Casey Eggert

	
	Arlene Zelz
	
	 
	
	Tammy Kessel

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Blake Bender
	20
	Charles Koglin
	21
	Amy Hunter-Cooper

	
	Mary Michalski
	
	
	
	Shirley Pawlitz

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Mason Soper
	23
	Theodore Rink
	25
	Gracie Prill

	
	 

	
	
	
	Isabella Prill

	
	 
	
	
	
	Kenneth Reinke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	Mary Eggert
	27
	Steven Schulz
	28
	Jason Bender

	
	Emily Pleiness                 
	
	
	
	Arnold Kessel

	
	Cathy Woodke
	
	
	
	Judy McTaggart

	
	Roselyn Westenberg
	
	
	
	Angela Zinger



If there are any corrections or additions for the Birthday calendar. 

     

Please call the Church Office 428-4140.       
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February 2020 
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Friday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Friday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	Friday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	Friday IF = “Thursday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	 
	1  Pastor’s Day Off



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2  

Purification of Mary and Presentation of Our Lord
The Transfiguration of Our Lord
	3

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

	4


	5

10:30 Bible Study
1:00 Quilting 


	6
	7
	8

Pastor’s Day Off



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9

 9:30 Zion School        choir & hand chimes here


	10

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board
	11
10:00 “Winkel” @ Forestville

7:00 Ladies Aid

	12
10:30 Bible Study
1:00 Quilting 


	13


	14
11:00 Pastor @ E.L.M.S. @ Okemos 
Valentine, Martyr

Valentine, Martyr

	15

Pastor’s Day Off

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16

 
	17
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
 
	18
7:00 Trustees

7:00 Elders

	19
10:30 Bible Study
1:00 Quilting 


	20


	21
	22

Pastor’s Day Off

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23


	24

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board
St. Matthias, Apostle
	25


	26 Ash Wednesday
10:30 Bible Study

Noon Worship w/Communion & ashes
1:00 Quilting   
5:30 Soup/Sandwich sup.

7:00 Worship w/Communion & ashes
	27
	2828IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 28  31 "" 


	 29
Pastor’s Day Off 0IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  30 "" 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053


	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Ushers 8:00	     Ushers 9:30


Terry Emerick	     Albert Bender


Alan McTaggart	     Max Iseler  


Don Finkel               Scott Iseler





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School  


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion





St. John Lutheran Church








