FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN FEBRUARY
Feb.   2

The Purification of Mary & the Presentation of Our Lord

Feb.   5

Jacob (Israel), Patriarch
Feb. 10

Silas, Fellow Worker of Sts. Peter & Paul
Feb. 13

Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos, Companions & Co-workers of St. Paul
Feb. 14

Valentine, Martyr
Feb. 15

Philemon & Onesimus

Feb. 16

Philipp Melanchthon (birth), Confessor
Feb. 18

Martin Luther, Doctor & Confessor

Feb. 19

The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Feb. 22

Ash Wednesday
Feb. 23

Polycarp of Smyrna, Pastor & Martyr
“Growing as One”
     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Jan. 29 – Feb. 4  Matt. 5:1-2
Lord’s Prayer – Conclusion    
LSB #842

Feb.  5 - 11
Matt. 5:16
Holy Baptism – What
   
LSB #578

Feb. 12 - 18
Matt. 5:23-24
Holy Baptism – Benefits   
LSB #394

Feb. 19 - 25
Matt. 17:5,8
Holy Baptism – How
    
LSB #413

Feb. 26 – March 4  Matt. 4:11  
Holy Baptism – Indicate

LSB #657








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00am: “Big Room,” school building; theme of the day lesson, singing, activities
Adult Bible Class, 9:00am: church basement; Gospel Readings
Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am: “Big Room,” school building; Revelation
OFFICIAL ACTS:
Transfers Out, 1-15-22: Kim Musolff (Kuper, Quentin), to Zion, Harbor Beach

“Jesus Shines Brightest”

     The last Sunday after the Epiphany (Feb. 19 this year) is always celebrated as the Festival Day of “The Transfiguration of Our Lord.”  Jesus took His Disciples Peter, James, and John up on “high mountain,” where …

… His face shone like the Sun, and His clothes became white as light. (Matt. 17:1-2)
In other words, Jesus’ Appearance changed and He became super Bright.

     Think of things that are really bright: maybe a fluorescently colored shirt or work-vest; a flashlight or lamp (especially L.E.D. light bulbs!); and, of course, the Sun, which is the brightest of all.  All of these help us see things more clearly, especially when it’s dark.

     In the “Transfiguration,” we hear about Jesus becoming really Bright: His clothes were so Bright the Disciples couldn’t look at Him.  But why did this happen – why did Jesus Shine so Brightly?: Well, the Disciples didn’t know at first either.  So to Explain It, a “Voice” from the sky thundered – exactly like It had at the beginning of the Epiphany Season at Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River.  This “Voice” was God the Father Speaking from the heavens, Saying:

“This is My Belovèd Son, with Whom I am Well-Pleased; listen to Him.” (Matt. 17:5)

Jesus Shines so Brightly because He’s God’s “Son”!

     But after this, Jesus did the most Important Thing ever … and when He Did, He didn’t look bright and shiny at all: He died on the Cross on a very dark day.  That’s the Reason He Came to Earth.

     But because He’s God’s Son, He’ll look Bright and Shiny again: He Rose from the dead, and one Day He’s going to Come back Shining just as Brightly as at the Transfiguration – Jesus will Shine so Brightly that He’ll be Brighter than a fluorescent shirt/vest, Brighter than a light/lamp, and even Brighter than the Sun!  And when He Comes, He’ll Take us to Heaven where we’ll shine brightly too.
     The Transfiguration was one last reminder to the Disciples that – despite the awful things they were about to experience as Jesus proceeded to Jerusalem for His Passion to Save the world – He was indeed God’s Son and our Savior.  Likewise, we celebrate the Transfiguration the Sunday before we begin our Lenten journey with Jesus, beginning on “Ash Wednesday” (Feb. 22 this year).

     Though the Disciples forgot that Jesus would Rise again, we know and believe that our Lenten journey leads to that Glorious Easter Morning (April 9), when Jesus Emerged Victorious from the grave, Defeating our enemies – sin, death, and the power of the devil.  I look forward to traveling this journey with you.

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What constitutes a good sermon?

A: This was the topic at our January Circuit Pastors (Thumb East & West Circuits) “Winkel” (gathering) at St. Paul’s, Unionville (as presented by the Rev. Michael Boyer, Immanuel, Sebewaing).  The following is what we should listen for as we pay attention to a pastor’s sermon (Lutheran or otherwise):

· Did the preacher use the Text well?: That is, was the Point of the Passage explained clearly and beneficially?

· What was the Law in the sermon?: Some Passages don’t seem to include much Law, but there still needs to be Law preached – perhaps from one of the other Readings.

· Was the Law effective (assuming there was any)?: Was the Law presented in a way that made you know that you’re a sinner in need of a Savior and the Forgiveness He Brings?  And then, in thanksgiving, to know how to lead a God-Pleasing life as evidence of our faith and Forgiveness (i.e., “Sanctification”)?

· What was the Gospel in the sermon?: Some Passages don’t seem to include much Gospel, but the Gospel always needs to pre-dominate a sermon – perhaps from one of the other Readings or other parts of the Service.

· Was the Gospel effective (assuming there was any)?: Was the Gospel presented in a way that made you know that Jesus Christ died and Rose for you, to Earn Forgiveness, Salvation, and everlasting Life for you?  And that you’re Given this Gift, and Kept in It, by the Holy Spirit in God’s Word and Sacraments?

· What did the preacher do well?: Did he explain the Text well?  Were any illustrations appropriate and interesting?  Did he speak clearly, with voice inflections in the appropriate places?  Were his gestures used appropriately?  Did he clearly preach Law and Gospel in an edifying way?

· What did the preacher do poorly (if anything)?: Did he fail to explain the Text well?  Did he not speak clearly, use inappropriate inflections/gestures, not clearly deliver both Law and Gospel in a beneficial way?

     As you know, our Confirmation students are required to do “sermon reports.”  The sermon report form they use has four sections (after the Text & title at the top): “Opening illustration,” “Law,” “Gospel,” “Closing illustration.”  I recommend to them to just take notes on the back of the sheet, and then later plug them into the appropriate section.  I don’t expect polished/perfect notes, but rather that they can eventually answer the questions above.

     I pray this is a useful tool for you to get the most out of a sermon, whether here or elsewhere, whether from a Lutheran or non-Lutheran preacher.

MID-WEEK LENTEN SCHEDULE

(Wednesday services will be at noon and 7:00pm.  Each Wednesday evening service will be preceded by a soup & sandwich supper at 5:00pm in the school building gymnasium, sponsored by the Ladies Aid.)

“CHRONICLES OF THE KING”

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22:
“Count on It: David”
     (w/ Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion)     1 Chron. 21:1-2,7-19,26-27

Wed., March 1:
“Blood Money: Asa”

         2 Chron. 14:1-7; 16:1-13
Wed., March 8:
“Strange Bedfellows: Jehoshaphat”

         2 Chron. 17:1-6; 18:1-3; 19:1-7
Wed., March 15:
“Cleaning House: Joash”
         2 Chron. 24:1-4,17-25

Wed., March 22:
“Know Thyself: Uzziah”

        2 Chron. 26:1-5,15b-21

Wed., March 29:
“Our Last Hope: Josiah”

        2 Chron. 34:1-3; 35:20-27

Holy (Maundy) Thursday, April 6: 
“Prepared Food: Hezekiah”

        2 Chron. 30:1-5,10-13,22b-27

Good Friday, April 7:
“WORST. BEST. KING. EVER.: Manasseh”

        2 Chron. 33:1-20

Easter Vigil, April 8 (video only):
“After the End”

        Ezekiel 37:1-14,24-28

Easter Sunrise, April 9:
“Long Lives the King of Kings!”

        Psalm 146
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FEBRUARY 
ALTAR GUILD:
Vicki Koglin
 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of December 2021: 91
Average Church attendance for the month of December 2022: 93
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of December 2022
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $20,663.00
                                  Loose Offering:  $     296.00     



          TOTAL:              $20,959.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Barnabas:  $400.00  Missions: $535.00  Stained Glass: $ 1,945.00 Trustees: $150.00  Wellspring: $50.00   Stewardship: $40.00


Acolyte Schedule February, 2023
	Feb. 5 
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler    
	10:00  
	Maddix Thoms

	Feb. 12 
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    

	Feb. 19
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler    
	10:00  
	Maddix Thoms

	Feb. 26
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions   

  
	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Brady Iseler
	810-479-7231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-552-7822


2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.    
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Ladies Aid will be hosting soup suppers before the 7 PM worship service during the Lenten season and need volunteers.  3 individuals (soup scooper, sandwich maker & dish washer) are needed for each of the six Wednesdays from 4:45 PM to clean-up.  A sign-up sheet is available on the table in the back of the gym. 
We also need 2 cakes per week.  A sign-up sheet is available for that also.  Please consider helping so that we can continue to host these soup suppers.
If you have any questions, please contact Lori Kowaleski or Suellen Emerick.
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SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: 

In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
February Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
	[image: image2.png]




	11
	Keith & Theresa Kautz
	62
	

	17
	Lavern & Brenda Friedland
	58
	

	18
	David & Heather Bender
	17
	

	18
	Don & Kristi Pitts
	23
	

	25
	Duane & Bonnie Koglin
	39
	


FEBRUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS

	1
	Meredith Birchfield
	2
	Brantley Brown
	 4      
	Amy Babcock

	
	                       
	
	 
	
	Allan Koglin

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Eric Koglin

	
	 
	
	
	
	Matthew Koglin

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Darla Pankow                
	6
	Jeffrey Schave
	7
	Kathie Reinke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Kathryn Rocha
	11
	Jesse Bender                
	13
	Evan Dodge      

	
	
	
	   
	
	Michael Reinke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Michael Lloyd
	19
	Shannon Stozeski 
	21
	Joyce Friedland              

	
	
	
	
	
	Elmer Geiger

	
	
	
	
	
	James McNeil              

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Gregory Brown
	23
	Heidi Nelson     
	24
	David Berndt


	
	Theodore Rink
	
	   
	
	 


   2023 Easter Flowers 

Plants can be ordered today through March 6, 2023

Please circle one type:   Lilies $18.00 each    
Tulips  $14.00 each        Hyacinth $14.00 each   

In the lines below please list the name(s) of your loved one(s) being:    (Circle one of the following)

Honored      Celebrated       Remembered       Other

Given by:

Please include your phone number in case I have any questions.  You can mail your check to me at:

Vicki Koglin

4009 Main

                                 Port Hope, MI  48468              OR

You can put order form and check in my church mailbox.   

Please make your check payable to:  St. John Flower Fund.

Reminder:    Orders are due by March 6, 2023

Payment must be made at time of order.

Any questions, call Vicki at (989) 225-7060
Ladies Aid is looking for someone to learn how to fill-in for Mrs. Emerick for funeral luncheons, soup suppers, etc., when she is not available.   Please consider this position so that we can keep offering these services/activities to our congregation.  Contact Suellen Emerick or Lori Kowaleski if you are interested or have any questions.   

            FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

	1
	Linda Iseler
	2
	Brian Bucholtz
	3
	Earl Reinke

	
	Madilyn Simmers
	
	Donald Finkel
	
	 

	
	
	
	Heidi Nelson
	
	

	
	
	
	Tamara Talaski
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Misty Barrells
	5
	Brandon Bender
	7
	Evan Dodge

	
	Arthur Haas  
	
	JoAnn Muter
	
	                             

	
	
	
	Matthew Terrasi
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Reena Hill
	10
	Cindy Chiotti
	11
	Kelli Johnson

	
	 
	
	Shirley Rink
	
	Jadyn Pitts

	
	
	
	
	
	Terra Ginther

	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Joseph Weiss
	14
	Clinton Weiss
	16
	Casey Eggert

	
	Arlene Zelz
	
	 
	
	Tammy Kessel

	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Mary Tice
	
	
	
	

	19
	Blake Bender
	20
	Charles Koglin
	21
	Amy Hunter-Cooper

	
	Mary Michalski
	
	
	
	Shirley Pawlitz

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Mason Soper
	25
	Gracie Prill
	26
	Mary Eggert

	
	 

	
	Isabella Prill
	
	Emily Pleiness                 

	
	 
	
	Kenneth Reinke
	
	Cathy Woodke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	27
	Steven Schulz
	28
	Jason Bender
	
	

	
	
	
	Arnold Kessel
	
	

	
	
	
	Judy McTaggart
	
	

	
	 
	
	Angela Zinger
	
	



If there are any corrections or additions for the Birthday calendar,
     

please call the Church Office 989-428-4140.       
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February 2023 
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	1
10:30 Bible Study


	2
Purification of Mary and Presentation of Our Lord


	3


	4 Pastor’s Day Off
8:30 District Theological Convocation @ Our Savior, Lansing
9:00 Christian Compassion Seminar @ Good Shepherd, Cass City


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
 
	6

4:00 7th Confirmation Class

	7
10:00 “Winkel” @ Bad Axe

	8
10:30 Bible Study


	9

	10
11:00 Pastor @ E.L.M.S., Dearborn

	11
Pastor’s Day Off

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12


	13
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board


	14
Valentine, Martyr
	15  

10:30 Bible Study

	16


	17 

 
	18

 Pastor’s Day Off

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
The Transfiguration of Our Lord
	20
Presidents’ Day


	21
7:00 Trustees

7:00 Elders


	22 Ash Wednesday
10:30 Bible Study

noon Worship w/ Comm. & ashes 
5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper
7:00 Worship w/ Comm. & ashes 

 10:30 Bible Study


	23

	2428IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 28  31 "" 


	 25
 Pastor’s Day Off 
0IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  30 "" 



	26
	27
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board
	28
	
	
	
	Elders: 

Don Clark 989-551-2255

Gary Eggert 989-553-7259

Rick Finkel 989-550-8141
Joe Landenberg 989-551-9899

Larry Reinke 989-551-4203

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931




Ushers 8:00	     Ushers 9:30


Terry Emerick	     Albert Bender


Alan McTaggart	     Scott Iseler  


 		      





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/ Communion


9:00 Sunday School & Bible Class 


10:00 Divine Service w/ Communion











