FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JANUARY

Jan.   1

Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Day
Jan.   2

J.K. Wilhelm Löehe, Pastor

Jan.   6

The Epiphany of Our Lord
Jan. 10

Basil the Great of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, & 



   Gregory of Nyssa, Pastors & Confessors

Jan. 12

The Baptism of Our Lord

Jan. 18

The Confession of St. Peter
Jan. 20

Sarah, Matriarch

Jan. 24

St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor

Jan. 25

The Conversion of St. Paul

Jan. 26

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor
Jan. 27

John Chrysostom, Preacher
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Jan.   5 - 11
Matt. 2:14-15
Lord’s Prayer – 5th Petition
LSB #385

Jan. 12 - 18
Matt. 3:16-17  
Lord’s Prayer – 6th Petition
LSB #407

Jan. 19 - 25
John 2:11
Lord’s Prayer – 7th Petition
LSB #402

Jan. 26 – Feb. 1  Matt. 8:13a
Lord’s Prayer – Conclusion
LSB #401








    (*at least 1st stanza)
YOUTH NEWS

     The Higher Things “Watermarked” Lutheran Youth Conference next Summer will be July 21-24, at Calvin University (formerly “College,”) Grand Rapids, MI.  All Confirmed youth through high school are eligible to attend this Conference.  Registration began Nov. 1, and materials were mailed to all eligible youth.  Please get your registration form and money ($100 non-refundable out of pocket deposit) to Sandy Landenberg as soon as possible so we can reserve our spots and make travel plans.
“The Gifts of Baptism”

     Two major Festival Days are celebrated during the month of January: “The Epiphany of Our Lord” (always Jan. 6) – when the Wise Men visited the Baby Jesus, and “The Baptism of Our Lord” (always the “1st Sunday after Epiphany,” this year Jan. 12).  In this article I’m going to focus on the second of these, Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River when he was about 30 years old.

     As you know, Jesus was Baptized by his relative (cousin?) John the Baptist.  Baptism’s something very Special that God does for all of us, and so it’s appropriate to focus on our Baptisms as well.

     Most Christians are Baptized in what’s called a Baptismal “Font,” which sounds a lot like the word “fountain,” which reminds us of water; and, of course, in Baptism we use water, which is combined with God’s Word.  Here at St. John, our Baptismal Font is located to the left of the Lectern (as you face it), under the large wood-carved wall sign referring to Baptism, which also holds a Baptismal candle.  This is the place where we Baptize people here.  Some churches have the Font in the middle of the center aisle in front of the Chancel (Altar area), or in the entry way of the church, both symbolizing that we come into Christ’s Presence through Baptism.
  Despite what some churches teach, the Bible tells us that Baptism actually Saves us (1 Peter 3:21).  That’s because in your Baptism, God gave you the faith to trust and believe in Jesus Christ to be your Savior.  God Loves us so much that He Sent Jesus into this world (as we just celebrated!) to be our Savior. And Jesus, because He Loves you, allowed Himself to suffer and to die in order to Take away our sins.

     Because God gave us that Gift of faith in Jesus Christ, all of our sins, all of the bad things that you and I think or say or do, are Forgiven. In fact, when God looks at you now, He doesn’t even see those sins. He sees you just as if He was looking at His own Son, Jesus Christ. He sees you totally Pure and Good!
     It’s here in Baptism that God makes you His child.  He makes you a member of His Family.  And together, as people who are Baptized, we’re now brothers and sisters in Christ with one another.  Also here in Baptism, God give to us eternal Life in Heaven with all other people who’ve ever trusted in Jesus Christ, and all people who will ever believer in Jesus Christ.

     Some specific customs associated with Baptism include: an eight-sided Font, symbolizing the “New Creation” we’ve been Granted (days 1 – 7 [Sun. – Sat.] = old/original Creation; day 8 [Sun.] = “New Creation”); the wearing of a white garment, symbolizing that we’ve been Washed Clean by the Blood of Christ; the Baptismal candle, symbolizing that we now possess the “Light of Christ;” and the “anointing with oil,” symbolizing that we’ve been “Anointed with the Holy Spirit.”

     Every day we can remember that Jesus underwent Baptism – even though He was sinless – in order to join Himself to us to Save us.  Every day we can remember the Great Things that God Did for us in our Baptism (by, for example, making the “sign of the cross”).  Every day we can thank God for all the Wonderful Things He Did for us in our Baptism.  Every day we can remember that we’re each Baptized, and that’s very Special!





         In His service & yours, 




        Pastor Dodge
THANK YOU!!! for all of the Christmas cards and gifts.  Your gracious generosity makes it a true joy to be serving in this place.  The Peace of Christ be with you always!


The Dodges

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Why is Jesus’ Baptism (as an adult) celebrated on the “1st Sunday after Epiphany” when the Sunday before we celebrated the visit of the Magi when Jesus was still a baby?

A: Each Sunday of the “Epiphany (i.e., “Manifestation/Appearance”) Season,” however long it is (dependent on when Lent begins on “Ash Wednesday”), focuses on Biblical Events in the Life of Jesus when He “Manifested” Himself in a certain way.  So, on “Epiphany Day” (Jan. 6, the first day after the “12 Days of Christmas,” and the Eastern Orthodox Christmas Day) Jesus “Appears” to the Wise Men as the Infant Savior; and in His Baptism He “Appears” on the scene to begin His public Ministry.  Other “Epiphanies” for the Season include His first Miracle at the “wedding at Cana,” His Miraculous Healings, His Miracles over nature, His Parables, and ending (always on the last Sunday of the Season) with His “Transfiguration.”
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School: Sundays, 9:15-10:15am, school building; miscellaneous 

   materials
Adult Bible class: Sundays, 9:15-10:15am, church basement; Epistle 

   Reading
Junior Confirmation classes: Mondays (times TBD): 6th- & 7th-grades; 

   school building; Small Catechism & Workbook; hand-outs, videos, etc. 

Bible study: Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30am, school building; Luke
Adult Catechism instruction: various days/times (ask Pastor)
OFFICIAL ACTS:

Professions of Faith, 12-22-19: Randy Smaglinski (husband of Brittany 

   [Schave]), Cody Siemen (fiancé of Marissa Schave)

ZION, HARBOR BEACH, VACANCY

     As some of you know, the Rev. Ron Schultz, Pastor, Zion, Harbor Beach, is retiring at the end of January 2020.  There are currently several vacancy situations in our Thumb East Circuit (Trinity, Forestville; St. John’s, Port Sanilac; Peace, Sandusky; and soon-to-be Zion, Harbor Beach), making the availability of other pastors (retired and currently Serving already) scarce.
     For this reason – as well as close proximity – our Circuit Visitor, the Rev. Ken Luecke, Our Savior, Bad Axe, has asked Pastor Dodge to consider covering the vacancy at Zion.  As of this printing (Dec. 19), Pastor Dodge has met with Rev. Luecke; gotten the shut-in list from Zion (to determine added work-load); the Rev. Leo Thoms (who’s agreed to cover hospital visits and funerals); and the Rev. Henry Hales (currently Serving the vacancy at Forestville) (who may agree to cover at least some of Zion’s Saturday evening Services).  A meeting with Zion’s leadership (at least the head Elder and Chairman) is pending to discuss accommodations regarding Sunday adjusted worship times and styles.

     As this affects us here at St. John, such accommodation would likely include the inability to have a Pastor-led Sunday Bible class here and at Zion; and the changing of the second Service time (either to 9:30am or 11:00am, with Zion going to only one Sunday Service at either 9:30am or 11:00am).  Pastor Dodge would also need to be at Zion probably one day a week (which may necessitate changing the day of our mid-week Bible study).

     After all this, it’s still ultimately up to Pastor Dodge (and our congregation) to decide whether or not help Zion out in this way.  All of these details will be discussed at the January Council, Elders’, and Voters’ Meetings.  Thank you for your patience in deciding how best to serve the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ in this area!  Your prayers are desired!
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JANUARY ALTAR GUILD:
Irene Pilaske

Linda Schave
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2018: 124
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2019: 118
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of November 2019
Budget Income:       General Fund:  12,250.00
                                  Loose Offering:   $429.25        



          TOTAL:          $12,679.25
Non-Budget Income:  

Trustees: $60.00

 Missions: $575.00 
Stained Glass: $125.00 
 Other       $275.00

Acolyte Schedule January, 2020
	January 5  
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	10:30  
	Hunter Iseler  

	January 12
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody
	10:30  
	Jentry Zimmerman

	January 19
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	10:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	January 26
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody
	10:30  
	Jentry Zimmerman


FYI, the Ladies Aid will no longer be
 posting minutes in the Monthly newsletter.  The next meeting is at the School on February 11th at 7pm. 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Jason Zimmerman

	3
	Darla Pankow
	5
	Travadon Schave

	
	
	
	John Kelley
	
	Vicki Bucholtz

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Corinne Abraham  
	9
	Nevin Pleiness
	10
	Ruth Leese

	
	Gregory Brown
	
	
	
	Rodney Damm                            

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Sheila Prange
	13
	Daniel Strozeski
	14
	David Berndt

	
	Tom Grills
	
	
	
	Erwin Schave

	
	
	
	
	
	Gloria Schmaltz


	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Brantley Brown
	16
	Arnold Brown
	18
	James McNeil

	
	Anthony Prill
	
	Rodney Weiss Sr.
	
	Rebecca Koglin

	
	
	
	Eric VerEllen
	
	

	
	
	
	Logan Iseler
	
	

	
	
	
	Declan Schultz
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Linda Krueger
	23
	Elijah Ceplecha
	24
	Robert Schave

	
	William Kelley
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	25
	Jerry Schave
	26
	Theodore Rink
	27
	Lisa Koglin

	
	Gavin Pawlowski

	
	
	
	Duane Pleiness

	
	Ramona Reinke
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	28
	Anthony Reinke
	30
	Leroy Koglin Jr
	
	

	
	Jeffery Miller                 
	
	
	
	



If there are any corrections or additions for the Birthday calendar. 

     

Please call the Church Office 428-4140.       
    


January Anniversaries

23: Jerry & Joy Schave[image: image2.png]




27: Milt & Linda Iseler
31: Howard & Patricia Griffore
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SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: 
In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
Quilting at the school will NOT be held Till Jan 22nd.

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope 
box.

Due to lack of interest the last order for SCRIP cards will be December 16th.  If you ever need gift cards please don’t hesitate to contact me and I will happily place an order for you at any time.  Thank you, Melody 989-550-1440.

Thank-You to all who have given so generously of their time to help out in any way for funeral luncheons during the past year, whether it be donating desserts, helping to preplace and serve the meal, or setting up tables and chairs.  Without your help we couldn’t provide this service to families during such an emotional time.   God’s blessing to all of you, Sue Emerick

JANUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Ivan Adkins
	2
	Claire Burton
	 4      
	Anita Schave

	
	Shirley Piotter                      
	
	Terry Friedland
	
	

	
	Leroy Schave
	
	Howard Griffore
	
	

	
	Ray Emerick
	
	
	
	

	
	Sally Arndt
	
	
	
	

	
	Scott Iseler
	
	
	
	

	
	Mary Tice
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Tanda Bucholtz                
	6
	Sarah Birchfield
	7
	Ashley Koglin

	
	Eric Reinke
	
	
	
	Michael Schave   

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Nathan Pawlowski
	11
	Jennifer Iseler                
	12
	Joel Gaffke      

	
	
	
	Jamie Schulte    
	
	

	
	
	
	Heather Schultz  
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Easton Iseler
	15
	Melvin Hartz   
	17
	Ryan Finkel              

	
	
	
	
	
	Paizley Iseler

	
	
	
	
	
	Ruth Richardson

	
	
	
	
	
	Brittany Smaglinski              

	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Audrey Zinger
	21
	Ryan Johnson     
	22
	Elaine Eggert


	
	
	
	Kevin Wooster  
	
	Matthew Koglin

	
	
	
	Sherri Bucholtz
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	Jodi Geiger  
	25
	Pastor David Dodge
	26
	Carol Hunter

	
	Holly Iseler
	
	Arnold Eggert   
	
	Randy Schulte

	
	
	
	
	
	

	27
	Duane Pleiness
	28
	Brenda Friedland
	29
	James Bucholtz

	
	Calvin Witherspoon
	
	
	
	


	[image: image4.jpg]


January 2020 


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Tuesday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Tuesday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	
	Tuesday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 1 IF  <> 0 2 "" 
2

1
 

Office Closed  

Circumcision & Name of Jesus
	2

7:00 Long Range Planning

	3


	4

Pastor’s Day Off

	5


	6

6th &  7th  Confirmation Classes
7:00 Worship          w/Communion

The Epiphany of our Lord


	7


	8

10:30 Bible Study
	9

7:30  Church Council
	10
	11

Pastor’s Day Off

	12

The Baptism of our Lord
	13

6th &  7th  Confirmation Classes
7:00 Finance Board

	14

10:00 “Winkel”  @ Port Hope

7:00 Trustees
	15
10:30 Bible Study

	16


	17

	18
Pastor’s Day Off 

The Confession of St. Peter

	19

11:45 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

 “Life Sunday”
	20

6th &  7th  Confirmation Classes

	21

7:00 Elders
	22
10:30 Bible Study
1:00 Quilting at the School
	23

	24

St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
	25

Pastor’s Day Off 

The Conversion of  St. Paul



	26

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor
	27

6th &  7th  Confirmation Classes
7:00 Finance Board


	28
	29

10:30 Bible Study
1:00 Quilting at the School
	30
	31
	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053
0IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29




St. John Lutheran Church





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:15 Sunday School & Bible Class


10:30 Divine Service w/Communion





Ushers 8:00		Ushers 10:30


Galen Young		Don Clark


Kevin Arndt               	Dylan Burton


			Randy Schulte








