FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JANUARY

Jan.   1

Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Day
Jan.   2

J.K. Wilhelm Loehe, Pastor
Jan.   6

The Epiphany of Our Lord

Jan. 10

Basil the Great of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, & 





      Gregory of Nyssa, Pastors & Confessors
Jan. 10

The Baptism of Our Lord

Jan. 18

The Confession of St. Peter

Jan. 20

Sarah, Matriarch
Jan. 24

St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
Jan. 25

The Conversion of St. Paul

Jan. 26

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor
Jan. 27

John Chrysostom, Preacher
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Jan.   3 -   9
Matt. 2:19-20
Holy Baptism – What?
 
LSB #385

Jan. 10 - 16
Luke 2:49
Holy Baptism – Benefits?    
LSB #410

Jan. 17 - 23
John. 2:11
Holy Baptism – How?

LSB #402

Jan. 24 - 30  
Matt. 17:5
Holy Baptism – Indicate?
LSB #413

Jan. 31 – Feb. 6  Matt. 20:16
Confession – What? Sins?
LSB #555








    (*at least 1st stanza)
OFFICAL ACTS:

Deaths: 

Wade Cohoon, 12-10-20

Helen Schultz, 12-16-20

 “High in the Sky”
     Another Merry Christmas to all!  “Epiphany” (i.e, “Manifestation/Revelation”) is actually more Christmas; and, in fact, Epiphany Day (always Jan. 6), is Christmas Day for Eastern Orthodox Christians (as the Gentile Magi who visited the Baby Jesus were “from the East”).  The Account of the visit of the Wise Men is Matthew 2:1-12.  Although they didn’t arrive the night Jesus was Born (despite what so many Nativity scenes include), they did arrive some time/place later; but nonetheless, did come to worship little Jesus.

     How did the Magi know to travel from far, far away to come and worship “the Newborn King”?  As you know, they saw a Star in the sky and followed it for miles and miles.  Think of stars, or the Sun, or the Moon, as they “rise” from the horizon: When they first begin to “arise,” it’s usually difficult to see them because there are all sorts of things that obscure our view: trees, buildings, the terrain, etc.  But as they get higher in the sky they become more visible to all.  There’s a reason we put the main (Bethlehem/Epiphany) star on top of our Christmas trees rather than at the bottom – so all can see it.  When things are way up high, it’s easy for us to see them.
     Though some want to explain away the Miraculous Star by saying that it was simply two planets lined up to look light a bright star (something that actually happened this past first day of Winter, Dec. 20.  No; when Jesus was Born, God put that Special Star way up in the sky specifically for the purpose that it served in the Bible – as a Guide for the Wise Men.  How far away can people see stars?: A star way up in the sky can be seen by people all over the world!  See, the Magi lived far away from Bethlehem where Jesus was Born; but even there, they could see God’s Star.

     That’s the reason God put that Star way up in the sky.  In Old Testament days, people in most of the world didn’t know about the True God.  But when Jesus was Born, it was the time that God wanted everyone to know He’d Come to be their Savior.  The Wise Men weren’t from God’s Old Testament family, Israel, and most of us aren’t either – they, and we, were/are Gentiles.  But Jesus Came to live and die on the Cross and Rise from the grave to Save all of us – you and me.  The Star way up in the sky was God’s Way of saying that.

     This year – in the One-Year Series we’re now using – there are only three Sundays of the Epiphany Season. (There can be up to six in the 1-Year Series, and nine in the 3-Year Series; depending on when Lent begins on Ash Wednesday [February 17 this year].)  The “1st Sunday after the Epiphany” is always “The Baptism of Our Lord,” and the last “Sunday after the Epiphany” is always “The Transfiguration of Our Lord” (January 24 this year).  In the One-Year Series there are also three “Sundays before Lent” that also shorten the Epiphany Season.

     As we move through this Blessèd Season I pray you all have a Happy Epiphany!
          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
THANK YOU!!!   My family and I thank you for all the generous cards and gifts we’ve received.  We’re very Blessed to be serving among God’s people here!

NOTE: Anyone not attending public worship due to COVID-19 concerns and desiring Holy Communion can call the church office (989-428-4140) and request a visit from Pastor Dodge.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00 - 9:25am: miscellaneous material

Monday Junior Confirmation class:

     6th-grade, 4:00 - 5:30pm; 7th-grade, 5:30 - 7:00pm: 

Small Catechism, Workbook, videos, miscellaneous material

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30 - 11:30am: seeming Bible contra-

     dictions & errors
LUTHERAN WITNESS PODCAST
     The Synod’s monthly magazine – Lutheran Witness – is now available in a listen-to podcast at the Synod’s radio station – KFUO.  Please go to their website – www.kfuo.org – to access this service, as well as the station’s other features.
YOUTH NEWS

     The 2021 “Forgiven” Higher Things Lutheran Youth Conferences will be held: June 29 – July 2 at North Dakota State Univ., Fargo; July 6-9 at Colorado State Univ., Fort Collins; July 20-23 at Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI; and July 27-30 at Concordia Univ.-Texas, Austin.  Registration information has been mailed to all eligible youth (Confirmed through 12th-grade).
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“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: For those who can’t read music, would you provide the basics to make it easier to sing?

A: What a great question!  And the answer is “Yes!”: 

1.) Most music has either four or three beats/counts per bar/measure (the short vertical lines dividing the page-width 5 horizontal lines).
2.) An empty oval (“whole note”) is worth all four/three counts; an empty circle with a vertical stem (“half note”) is worth two counts/beats; a blackened in circle with a vertical stem (“quarter note”) is worth one beat/count; and a blackened in stemmed-circle including a “tail” (“eighth note”) is worth half a beat/count.  The more things added to the stem of a note, the shorter the note’s worth (e.g., “16th note,” “32nd note,” etc.).
3.) The lower the note on the horizontal lines, the lower the tone; and vice versa, the higher the note, the higher the tone.
4.) A # (“sharp”) means that a note’s tone is raised half-a-tone; and a[image: image2.png]


(“flat”) means that a note’s tone is lowered half-a-tone.
5.) If there’s another symbol (e.g., a vertical squiggly mark or thick vertical dash) in a bar it’s likely a “rest,” meaning silence for that/those beats/counts.

     I pray this helps us all “make a joyful noise unto the LORD!” (Ps. 98:4; 100:1)
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JANUARY ALTAR GUILD:
Irene Pilaske

Linda Schave
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2019: 118
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2020: 100
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of November 2020
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $ 14,165.00
                                  Loose Offering:      $616.00        



          TOTAL:             $14,781.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Trustees: $500.00

   Missions:  $290.00 
Stained Glass: $130.00 
   Barnabas: $110.00

Special Stewardship: $135.00   Christmas Bulbs: $48.00
LWML Mite Box:  $20.00  
Acolyte Schedule January, 2020
	Jan. 3  
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke    
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody

	Jan. 6
	
	
	7 pm
	Wyatt Hoody

	Jan. 10
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	Jan. 17
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	Jan. 24
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody

	Jan. 31
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke    
	9:30  
	Whitaker Bender


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Whitaker Bender
	989-975-9610
	Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Hunter Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	
	


JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Jason Zimmerman
	15
	Brantley Brown
	23
	Elijah Ceplecha

	3
	Darla Pankow
	
	Anthony Prill
	25
	Jerry Schave

	
	John Kelley
	16
	Arnold Brown         ( Happy 85th)
	
	Gavin Pawlowski


	5
	Travadon Schave
	
	Rodney Weiss Sr.
	
	Ramona Reinke

	
	Vicki Bucholtz
	
	Eric VerEllen
	26
	Theodore Rink

	6
	Corinne Abraham  
	
	Logan Iseler
	27
	Duane Pleiness

	
	Gregory Brown
	
	Declan Schultz
	28
	Anthony Reinke

	9
	Nevin Pleiness
	17
	Michael Lloyd
	
	Jeffery Miller              ( Happy 50th)            

	10
	Ruth Leese
	18
	James McNeil
	30
	Leroy Koglin Jr

	
	Rodney Damm                            
	
	Rebecca Koglin
	
	

	12
	Sheila Prange
	19
	Madelyn Bender
	
	

	
	Tom Grills
	20
	Linda Krueger
	
	

	13
	Daniel Strozeski
	
	William Kelley
	
	

	14
	David Berndt
	
	
	
	

	
	Erwin Schave            ( Happy 97th)
	
	
	
	


If there are any corrections for the Birthday calendar, call the Church Office 428-4140.       
    

January Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
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	  23
	Jerry & Joy Schave
	 15
	

	  27
	Milton & Linda Iseler
	48
	

	
	
	
	


2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.    
SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE:
In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
** LAST MINUTE ANNOUNCEMENT **
  Due to current COVID-19 State health orders all January quarterly meetings (Long-Range Planning, Council, Voters) are postponed.


JANUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS

	1
	Ivan Adkins
	11
	Jennifer Iseler                
	 23
	Jodi Geiger  

	
	Shirley Piotter                      
	
	Jamie Schulte    
	
	Holly Iseler

	
	Leroy Schave
	
	Heather Schultz  
	25
	Pastor David Dodge

	
	Ray Emerick
	12
	Joel Gaffke      
	
	Arnold Eggert   

	
	Scott Iseler
	13
	Easton Iseler
	26
	Carol Hunter

	2
	Claire Burton
	15
	Melvin Hartz   
	
	Randy Schulte

	
	Terry Friedland
	17
	Ryan Finkel              
	27
	Duane Pleiness

	
	Howard Griffore
	
	Paizley Iseler
	28
	Brenda Friedland

	4
	Anita Schave
	
	Ruth Richardson
	
	Calvin Witherspoon

	5
	Tanda Bucholtz                
	
	Brittany Smaglinski              
	29
	James Bucholtz

	
	Eric Reinke
	20
	Audrey Zinger
	
	

	6
	Sarah Birchfield
	21
	Ryan Johnson     
	
	

	7
	Ashley Koglin
	
	Kevin Wooster  
	
	

	
	Michael Schave   
	
	Sherri Bucholtz
	
	

	8
	Nathan Pawlowski
	22
	Elaine Eggert
	
	

	 
	
	 
	Matthew Koglin
	
	


  There are a few items that do need action this month (acceptance of 
Confirmand & transfer ins, and a Synod Resolution to allow 2021 District 
Conventions into 2022 [due to COVID-19], which would move the 2022 Synod
Convention to 2023.)  Unless there is a strong opposition, it is suggested 
that the authority to take these actions be delegated to Chairman
Marv Koglin, Head Elder Greg Schave, and Pastor Dodge.  Thank you! 
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	January 2021



	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Tuesday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Tuesday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	
	 
	
	Tuesday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 1 IF  <> 0 2 "" 
2

1
 Office Closed  

Circumcision & Name of Jesus 
	2

Pastor’s Day Off

	3

Installation of officers

	4
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

	5

7:30 Long Range Planning  
	6

10:30 Bible Study

7:00 Worship          w/Communion

The Epiphany of our Lord


	7

7:30  Church Council
	8
	9

Pastor’s Day Off

	10

The Baptism of our Lord
	11

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board

	12
10:00 “Winkel”  @ Sandusky

	13

10:30 Bible Study
	14


	15

	16

Pastor’s Day Off 



	17

10:45 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

 
	18

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

The Confession of St. Peter
	19

7:00 Trustees
7:00 Elders
	20
10:30 Bible Study
 
	21

	22


	23

Pastor’s Day Off 



	24

 “Life Sunday”
The Transfiguration of Our Lord
St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
	25

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board
The Conversion of  St. Paul


	26

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor

	27

10:30 Bible Study
 
	28
	29
	30

Pastor’s Day Off 



	31
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	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053
0IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29




St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School  


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion





Ushers 8:00		Ushers 9:30


Galen Young		Don Clark


Kevin Arndt               	Dylan Burton


			Randy Schulte








