FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JANUARY
Jan.   1

Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Day

Jan.   2

J.K. Wilhelm Löehe, Pastor
Jan.   6

The Epiphany of Our Lord (Visit of the Wise Men)

Jan.   9

The Baptism of Our Lord

Jan. 10

Basil the Great of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, & 



     Gregory of Nyssa, Pastors & Confessors

Jan. 18

The Confession of St. Peter
Jan. 20

Sarah, Matriarch
Jan. 24

St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
Jan. 25

The Conversion of St. Paul

Jan. 26

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor
Jan. 27

John Chrysostom, Preacher

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Jr. Confirmation Classes:

     6th-grade (school building): Mondays, 4:00 - 5:30pm; Small Catechism 

          & Workbook, videos, handouts
     7th-grade (school building): Mondays, 5:30 - 7:00pm; Small Catechism 

          & Workbook, videos, handouts     
Wednesday Bible Study (school building): 10:30 - 11:30am; Acts
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Jan.   2 -  8
Matt. 2:23
Lord’s Prayer – 4th Petition
LSB #385

Jan.   9 - 15
Luke 2:49
Lord’s Prayer – 5th Petition    LSB #410, 407

Jan. 16 - 22
John 2:11
Lord’s Prayer – 6th Petition
LSB #402

Jan. 23 - 29  
Matt. 8:8
Lord’s Prayer – 7th Petition
LSB #401

Jan. 30 – Feb. 5  Matt. 8:27
Lord’s Prayer – Conclusion
LSB #557








    (*at least 1st stanza)
“Prepared to Serve & Save”
     If you were going on a trip, what would you do to prepare, to get ready for your trip?: Would you maybe pack a bag, take clothes, toiletries, money/credit cards, tickets, a map/G.P.S.?  If you were participating in a sporting event or artistic performance, you might practice your skills and warm up, right?  And you should always eat a good breakfast before any of these things!

     When Jesus was about 30-years-old, it was Time for Him to begin His Work among the people.  Jesus would Heal and Help people.  When that Work was done, He’d Do His most Important Work of dying on the Cross.  How would Jesus prepare, or get ready, for His Work?: We don’t know if Jesus packed a bag for His travels, or ate a good breakfast before He started out.  Jesus had a Special Way to prepare:

     Jesus went to John the Baptist to be Baptized – an Event that’s always celebrated on the “1st Sunday after the Epiphany;” this year on January 9.  God Sent John to get people ready to welcome the Savior.  John told the people to “repent,” to be sorry for their sins.  To show that they were sorry for their sins, the people were baptized.  They believed that the Savior was Coming to Wash away their sins.  But Jesus Is the Savior!: He Came to be Baptized, but He didn’t need to repent because He had no sins!  Jesus was Really God, and He was also really a man.  He was Baptized by John to put Himself in the place of the sinners He Came to Save, except that He did not sin.  He never sinned, but He Became one of us sinners so He could Save us who do sin.

     After Jesus was Baptized, the Holy Spirit Came down on Him in the form of a dove; and God the Father Spoke from Heaven and said to Jesus:

“You are My Belovèd Son; with You I am Well-Pleased.” (Luke 3:22)

Filled with the Spirit, Obedient and “Pleasing” to his Heavenly Father, Jesus – God’s “Son” – was Ready to begin his Work.  He was Prepared to Teach and to Heal.  Most Important of all, Jesus was Ready, when the Time was right, to die on the Cross to Take away our sins!

     When we’re Baptized in the Name of the Triune God – “in the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit – the Spirit Creates faith in our hearts; our sins are Forgiven; and God Makes us His children.  We’re Filled with the Spirit, and we’re prepared!  We’re ready to follow Jesus and tell others about His Love!

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

Thank You!!! My family and I thank you for all the generous cards and gifts we’ve received.  We’re very Blessed to be serving among God’s people here!

 “ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Please give us another update on the pastoral vacancy at Zion.
A: Since three Calls have been declined, Zion requested a new Call list from the District office, and received it the week of Nov. 1.  Their Call Committee has reviewed it, and will make a recommendation to their Voters on Jan. 9.
Q: How is the Biblical Account of Creation compatible with science (i.e., “Darwinian Evolution”)?

A: This topic requires an entire Bible study, and more, to cover it completely; and it’s covered briefly in Confirmation classes under the First Article of the Creed.  I will, however, attempt to make some statements in answering this crucially important question.  In general, “Darwinian Evolution” (named after 19th-Century Charles Darwin) claims that the Universe is million/billions of years old; that man “evolved” over this time from lower life forms; and, therefore, for example, man did not exist at the same time as dinosaurs.
     This month, I’ll first address scientific issues; next month, I’ll address theological issues.
1. We do accept “micro-evolution” – that life-forms do adapt to their surroundings over time – within the same life-form.  We don’t accept “macro(Darwinian)-Evolution,” where one life-form changes into another life-form.

2. It’s called the “Theory of Evolution” for a reason: It has not – cannot – be proven.  In fact, because it can’t be validly tested, it doesn’t even meet the definition of a “theory.”
3. There are thousands of scientists that reject “Darwinian Evolution,” even many atheists, because it “flies in the face” of known scientific “laws” (e.g., that matter decays over time, doesn’t improve, which is the basis for “Evolution”).  These scientists aren’t permitted by the “scientific community” to publish their positions/findings in the major “scientific” publications.

4. “Evolution” is scientifically, mathematically, biologically, genetically, etc. impossible, according to their own accepted “laws.”  The dramatic development in genetic (i.e., DNA) research over the last several decades has really been problematic for “Evolutionist;” for example that “humans” can be traced back to one area of the world, rather than all over, as would be the case with “Evolution.”  In short, it’s genetically impossible for one life-form to change into another life-form.
5. Every few years, things that were accepted as “science” are discarded with new discoveries.  Even Darwin himself would deny “Evolution” if he knew then what we know now.

6. Accepted dating methods have proven to be faulty and unreliable: Carbon-dating is only good for thousands, not millions, of years; radio-dating has resulted in different parts of the same material having vastly different ages (thousands vs. millions of years); the assumption that things have changed at the same rate forever has no basis; etc.  There’s even evidence recently that the speed of light – on which almost everything has been based – has changed over time.

7. If “Evolution” were true, we’d expect to find numerous fossils of “part this/part that” creatures.  There are none!
8. The evidence is the same; it’s just how one looks at it: If one looks at it with the pre-supposition that the world is millions/billions of years old, that’s what the result will show; if one looks at it with the pre-supposition that the world is relatively young, the evidence seems to support that also.  In fact, objective evidence very easily supports the Biblical view, including that human foot prints have been found surrounding dinosaur fossils; and there are many cave drawings of dinosaurs and humans together; and a world-wide flood-layer.  (By the way, the word “dinosaur” didn’t exist until the 18th-Century; it means “big lizard.”  So the word wouldn’t be found in the Bible; but there are descriptions of creatures in the Bible that seem similar to what we’d call “dinosaurs.”)

9. No matter what their varying opinions on how the Universe began, “scientists” can never explain where the very first particle (or whatever) came from. (What “banged”/exploded for the “big bang theory”?)

     Hopefully, these scientific observations alone will be enough to give us pause on accepting “Evolution” as scientific fact, despite what our secular schools (and, unfortunately, some liberal churches) accept/teach.  There’s simply no reason to try to fit millions/billions of years into the Bible; or, worse yet, change the Bible (God’s Perfect Word!) or not believe parts of the Bible because they seem to contradict fallible, sinful human thinking.  God’s Word and real science are, in fact, compatible.

OFFICIAL ACTS:
Death: Elaine Eggert, 12-18-21 (funeral: 12-23-21)
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JANUARY ALTAR GUILD:
Irene Pilaske

Linda Schave
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2020: 100
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2021:   99
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of November 2021
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $   9,834.00
                                  Loose Offering:     1,143.00        



          TOTAL:             $10,997.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Special Stewardship: $313.00  Missions:  $277.00 
Stained Glass: $90.00 
   Barnabas: $100.00


Acolyte Schedule January, 2022
	Jan. 2  
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody

	Jan. 6
	
	
	6 pm
	Logan Iseler

	Jan. 9
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Brady Iseler

	Jan. 16
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Brady Iseler

	Jan. 23
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody
	9:30  
	Jentry Zimmerman

	Jan. 30
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Brady Iseler


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609

	Brad Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	
	
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822


JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Jason Zimmerman
(Happy 40th) 
	14
	David Berndt
	19
	Madelyn Bender

	3
	Darla Pankow
	
	Cody Brown
	20
	Linda Krueger

	
	John Kelley
	
	Erwin Schave   
(Happy 98th)         
	
	William Kelley

	5
	Travadon Schave
	15
	Brantley Brown
	25
	Jerry Schave

	
	Vicki Bucholtz
	
	Anthony Prill
	
	Gavin Pawlowski


	6
	Corinne Abraham  
	16
	Arnold Brown         
	
	Ramona Reinke

	
	Gregory Brown
	
	Rodney Weiss Sr.
	26
	Theodore Rink
(Happy 80th)

	9
	Nevin Pleiness
	
	Eric VerEllen
	27
	Duane Pleiness

	10
	Ruth Leese
	
	Logan Iseler
	28
	Anthony Reinke

	
	Rodney Damm                            
	
	Declan Schultz
	
	Jeffery Miller              

	12
	Sheila Prange
	17
	Michael Lloyd
	30
	Leroy Koglin Jr

	
	Tom Grills
	18
	James McNeil
	
	

	13
	Daniel Strozeski
	
	Rebecca Koglin
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


If there are any corrections for the Birthday calendar, call the Church Office 428-4140.       
    

January Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
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	  23
	Jerry & Joy Schave
	 16
	

	  27
	Milton & Linda Iseler
	49
	

	
	
	
	


2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.    
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SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE:
In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
JANUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Ray Emerick
	11
	Jennifer Iseler                
	 23
	Jodi Geiger  

	
	Scott Iseler
	
	Jamie Schulte    
	
	Holly Iseler

	
	Shirley Piotter                      
	
	Heather Schultz  
	25
	Pastor Dodge

	
	Leroy Schave
	12
	Joel Gaffke      
	
	Arnold Eggert   

	
	Mary Tice
	13
	Easton Iseler
	26
	Carol Hunter

	2
	Claire Burton
	15
	Melvin Hartz   
	
	Randy Schulte

	
	Terry Friedland
	17
	Ryan Finkel              
	27
	Duane Pleiness

	
	Howard Griffore
	
	Paizley Iseler
	
	Calvin Witherspoon

	4
	Anita Schave
	
	Ruth Richardson
	28
	Brenda Friedland

	5
	Tanda Bucholtz                
	
	Brittany Smaglinski              
	29
	James Bucholtz

	
	Eric Reinke
	20
	Audrey Zinger
	
	

	6
	Sarah Birchfield
	21
	Ryan Johnson     
	
	

	7
	Ashley Koglin
	
	Kevin Wooster  
	
	

	
	Michael Schave   
	
	Sherri Bucholtz
	
	

	8
	Nathan Pawlowski
	22
	 Matthew Koglin
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	January 2022


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Tuesday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Tuesday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	
	 
	
	
	1 Pastor’s Day Off
Circumcision & Name of Jesus- New Year’s Day


	2

	3
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

	4
   
	5
10:30 Bible Study


	6
6:00 Worship          w/Communion
7:30  Church Council
The Epiphany of Our Lord


	7
	8
Pastor’s Day Off

	9
The Baptism of our Lord
	10
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board

	11
10:00 “Winkel”  @ Forestville

	12
10:30 Bible Study
	13

	14

	15
Pastor’s Day Off 



	16
10:45 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

 
	17
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Ladies Aid Meeting

	18
7:00 Trustees
7:00 Elders
The Confession of St. Peter
	19
10:30 Bible Study
 
	20

	21

	22
Pastor’s Day Off 



	23
 “Life Sunday”
The Transfiguration of Our Lord

	24
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board
St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor

	25
The Conversion of  St. Paul
	26
10:30 Bible Study

 St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor

	27
	28
	29

Pastor’s Day Off 



	30
	30
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	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053
0IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29




Ushers 8:00		Ushers 9:30


Galen Young		Don Clark


Kevin Arndt		Dylan Burton


Trent Popour  		Randy Schulte         	


Garth Popour		





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


 


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion








