FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JANUARY

Jan.  1

The Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Day
Jan.  2

J.K. Wilhelm Loehe, Pastor [sent missionaries to Frankenmuth]
Jan.  6

The Epiphany of Our Lord [visit of the Wise Men]
Jan. 10

Basil the Great of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, & 



     Gregory of Nyssa, Pastors & Confessors

Jan. 18

The Confession of St. Peter
Jan. 20

Sarah, Matriarch
Jan. 24

St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
Jan. 25

The Conversion of St. Paul

Jan. 26

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor

Jan. 27

John Chrysostom, Preacher
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Jan.  1 -  7
Luke 2:21
Lord’s Prayer – 4th Petition     LSB #900, 896

Jan.  8 - 14
Matt. 3:15
Lord’s Prayer – 5th Petition   
LSB #407

Jan. 15 - 21
John. 1:33b-34
Lord’s Prayer – 6th Petition   
LSB #402

Jan. 22 - 29
Matt. 4:17
Lord’s Prayer – 7th Petition    
LSB #839








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00am: “Big Room,” school building; theme of the day lesson, singing, activities
Adult Bible Class, 9:00am: church basement; sanctity of human life issues 

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am: “Big Room,” school building;  Revelation
OFFICIAL ACTS:

Jim & Peggy Bailey, 12-22 (memorial service in Spring)
Holy Baptism, 12-18-22: Ella Alanda Kraft (infant daughter of Caitlyn & Kevin Kraft)

 “Who Can Keep Them Alive?”
     Every January we celebrate “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday” (in addition to the Circumcision & Naming of Jesus, the visit of the Wise Men, and Jesus’ Baptism).  “Life Sunday” is usually the third Sunday of the month, as that’s closest to the date of the United States Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade, which legalized abortion nationwide.  This year it falls on the exact day of that dreadful decision – Jan. 22.  Since that day in 1973, over 63 million unborn babies have been murdered via abortion.
     As you also know, Roe v. Wade was recently overturned by the Supreme Court, leaving it up to each state to determine the legal status of abortion.  Unfortunately, in this most recent election on Nov. 8, a majority of Michigan voters decided to enshrine legal abortion into the State’s Constitution.
     But “Life Sunday” isn’t only about abortion; it’s about celebrating “life” at every stage of it.  It’s about celebrating that God Loves every person who has life, everyone who’s alive.  But what does it mean for a person to be “alive”?: A person who’s alive is a human being God’s Created, who has his/her own body, needs oxygen, food and water, and other things.  At some point, everyone dies (unless Christ Returns before then), and then our bodies won’t be alive; but until that day, we’re alive.  Easy for us to know we’re alive, right?: We can just touch our arms and faces and all over and know that we’re alive.

     But can you keep yourself alive?: What if you were deprived of food and water, or a safe, warm place to live?  If you were deprived of anything to eat and to drink, or keep you warm and safe, and other necessities of to maintain life, you’d eventually die – you wouldn’t be alive anymore.  Actually, none of us can keep her/himself alive, because God’s the One who Gives us food and water, and everything else we need.  So if it weren’t for God, we couldn’t stay alive.  Nobody can keep him/herself alive, really.

     Some people who are alive have an especially hard time keeping themselves alive: tiny babies who aren’t born yet, who are still inside their mothers’ wombs; and those who are really old or sick, and just can’t take care of themselves anymore.  They’re alive, but if other people don’t take care of them, they’ll die.  Should other people take care of them?: Of course! – because they’re people, and God Loves them – so much that Jesus died on the Cross for them, just as He Did for us.  In Fact, they’re “children of God.”

     We have a very important job!: We have to do everything we can to help these babies and others who can’t keep themselves alive, including telling others who can also help.  And God’s Using us to do that.  Psalm 22:29 (part of the Introit of Epiphany 3) says,

“All the prosperous of the Earth eat and worship; … even the one who could not keep himself alive.”

Those who “can’t keep themselves alive” will still live to “worship” God, because He’ll “Keep them Alive” through us!

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
My family and I thank you for all of your generous cards and gifts!

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Where does the Bible address the issue of abortion?

A: The following is from the “What About … Abortion” leaflet found on the vertical rack just inside the entry/exit doors:

     “God’s 5th Commandment is clear: ‘You shall not murder.’ This Means, in the words of the Small Catechism, that ‘we should fear and love God, so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need.’  God Forbids us to take the life of another person, and this most certainly includes abortion.

     “God’s Word also says, ‘Before I Formed you in the womb I Knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you;’ (Jer. 1:5). Psalm 139:16 says, ‘Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in Your Book were Written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none of them.’
     “Our Church’s explanation of the Small Catechism puts the matter well when It says, ‘The living but unborn are persons in the sight of God from the time of conception. Since abortion takes a human life, it is not a moral option except to prevent the death of another person, the mother.’ The sin of willfully aborting a child, except in those very rare situations where it may be necessary to save the life of the mother, is a sinful act, totally contrary to the Will of God.

     “Just because something happens to be legal doesn’t make it moral, ethical, or right. Abortion is perhaps one of the most dramatic examples of a situation where something is legal, but it’s very much a sin against God. … Abortion remains a sin against God, whether or not it’s legal in our society; therefore, ‘We must obey God rather than men’ (Acts 5:29). The Church needs to inform its members that abortion is sinful and then encourage them, as Christian citizens, to use available legal means to change the law. Christians don’t resort to illegal activities to change our laws.

     “A personal decision isn’t necessarily a private decision. The Church, and the Church’s Ministers, have God-Given responsibilities to warn, exhort, and rebuke from the Word of God with all Authority (2 Tim. 4:2). The Church is very concerned when Christians make decisions that are contrary to the Word of God and thus place themselves outside the Will of God. Living in a state of unrepentant sin is a very serious situation. Thus, the Church must warn its members against the temptation of abortion. The Church must also minister to those who have had abortions. Furthermore, the Church needs to speak out against the sin of abortion, since it’s widely presented in our culture as perfectly acceptable.

     “Abortion was a common practice in the ancient Roman Empire. The very Fact that the Son of God was Conceived in the womb of Mary was a powerful reason for Christians to hold a high view of all human life. The unborn Christ wasn’t merely a blob of cells, but was in fact the very Son of God, who had Assumed a human nature in order to Save and Redeem human beings from their sin. 





(“Ask the Pastor” continues on the next page.)

     “Early Christian writers make it clear that abortion was abhorrent to the first Christians. The early Christians understood their views on marriage, women, and family to be unique. One Church Father said it quite plainly: ‘The hair-splitting difference between formed and unformed makes no difference to us. Whoever deliberately commits abortion is subject to the penalty for homicide.’ From Its earliest days, the Christian Church has been opposed to abortion, regarding it as infanticide and homicide.

     “Why do some churches take a weak position on abortion?: Abortion is an emotional issue and one that’s very upsetting to many people. It’s easier for a church to take a weak position and not speak out clearly against abortion. However, a church body that wishes to be and remain faithful to the Holy Scriptures cannot remain silent but must clearly indicate that willful abortions are sinful. Many mainline, liberal denominations, which tolerate doubt and indifference in their churches about many Teachings of the Bible, also tolerate and even defend abortion. It’s often confusing to Missouri Synod Lutherans when they hear that some other ‘Lutheran’ churches haven’t taken a strong stand against abortion. It’s important for us to make clear that our Church doesn’t share the position of those church bodies that don’t speak clearly against the sin of abortion.

     “Is abortion acceptable in the case of rape or incest?: While the emotional arguments for abortion in these situations might seem compelling, the fact of the matter is that it’s wrong to take the life of one innocent victim (the unborn child), and further burden the life of the other victim or these horrible situations, the mother. It’s indeed a strange logic that would have us kill an innocent unborn baby for the crime of the father.

     “It is a sin for parents to counsel their children to have abortions. This isn’t an option for Christian parents. An unplanned pregnancy comes as a shock to all involved and abortion may be seen as a ‘quick and quiet’ way to move past the problem, but it’s not. It merely compounds an already sinful situation with another sinful choice.
     “A woman who’s considering an abortion has the option to keep her child or to give it up for adoption. Adoption is a noble choice, for it allows a child who otherwise may not be well cared for to receive the love and attention he/she needs in a family that’s able to care for him/her. Our pastors are aware of the various agencies that deal with adoption.

     “A woman who’s had an abortion may feel at first that she’s free of her ‘problem.’ Her partner, either a boyfriend or a husband, may also feel that he’s ‘off the hook.’ It may be soon after, or perhaps not until years later, that they realize what they’ve actually done: destroyed the life of their unborn child. Perhaps this realization comes as they hear God’s Word correctly explained on this point. The Law of God Reveals their sin to them and they feel guilt and great sorrow, and they begin to wonder what can be done about it or if there’s any hope at all.

     “The woman who’s had an abortion needs to hear that for this sin too the Blood of Jesus Christ was Shed, and that there’s now Full and Free Forgiveness. This assurance needs to be given over and over; namely, that in Christ Jesus, there is Forgiveness – Complete and Total Forgiveness. This is how the Church best ministers to those who continue to feel the burden of the sin of abortion:  

   


(“Ask the Pastor” continues on the next page.)
by again and again pointing them to the Cross of their Lord Jesus Christ and assuring them of the Full and Free Forgiveness He Won for them there, for all sins, for each and every one.

     “It’s important then that people who’ve repented of their sin continue to remain close to their Lord through regular and faithful church attendance where they’ll continue to hear the Gospel proclaimed and where they’ll receive the Lord’s Supper regularly. Private Confession and Absolution with their pastor is another Powerful Means by which God Gives His Grace, Pardon, and Peace to a person feeling guilty over the sin of abortion. The Grace and Love of God is Stronger than any human weakness and the Blood of Jesus Christ Cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7). This is Truly Good News and the Good News that can and must be shared with those feeling guilty.
     “There are many worthwhile resources available. Our Church has a Commission on the Sanctity of Life … [Many resources are available] from Concordia Publishing House[, St. Louis, MO,] by calling 1-800-325-3040. There are videos … [available at] Lutheran Visuals, 1-800-527-3211. Lutherans for Life is an organization that also provides numerous resources to help Christians understand better a wide range of life issues: www.lutheransforlife.org, or at 1-800-364-5433.

(bolding & emphasis mine)
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SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE:
In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
JANUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Ray Emerick
	11
	Jennifer Iseler                
	22
	Matthew Koglin  

	
	Scott Iseler
	
	Jamie Sadro    
	23
	Jodi Geiger

	
	Shirley Piotter                      
	
	Heather Schultz  
	25
	Pastor Dodge

	
	Mary Tice
	12
	Joel Gaffke      
	
	Arnold Eggert   

	2
	Claire Burton
	13
	Easton Iseler
	26
	Carol Hunter

	
	Howard Griffore
	15
	Melvin Hartz   
	
	Randy Schulte

	
	Terry Friedland
	17
	Ryan Finkel              
	27
	Duane Pleiness

	4
	Anita Schave
	
	Paizley Iseler
	
	Calvin Witherspoon

	5
	Tanda Bucholtz
	
	Ruth Richardson
	28
	Brenda Friedland

	
	Eric Reinke                
	
	Brittany Smaglinski              
	29
	James Bucholtz

	6
	Sarah Birchfield
	20
	Audrey Zinger
	30
	Avery Weiss

	7
	Ashley Koglin
	21
	Ryan Johnson     
	
	

	
	Michael Schave
	
	Kevin Wooster  
	
	

	
	
	
	Sherri Bucholtz
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	


JANUARY ALTAR GUILD:
Linda Schave
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2021: 99
Average Church attendance for the month of November 2022:  96 
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of November 2022
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $   19,200.00
                                  Loose Offering:       1,064.00        



          TOTAL:             $19,360.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Special Stewardship: $735.00  Missions:  $680.00 
Stained Glass: $175.00 
   


Acolyte Schedule January, 2023
	Jan. 1  
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	Jan. 6
	
	
	6 pm
	Jett Zimmerman

	Jan. 8
	8:00  
	Kuper Musolff
	10:00  
	Maddix Thoms

	Jan. 15
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	Jan. 22
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler
	10:00  
	Maddix Thoms

	Jan. 29
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Kuper Musolff


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-552-7822

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Kuper Musolff
	989-553-3574

	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889
	
	


JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
	1
	Jason Zimmerman

	14
	David Berndt
	19
	Madelyn Bender

	3
	Darla Pankow
	
	Cody Brown
	20
	Linda Krueger

	
	John Kelley
	
	Erwin Schave   
(Happy 99th)         
	
	William Kelley

	5
	Travadon Schave

(Happy 80th!)
	15
	Brantley Brown

(Happy 10th!)
	25
	Jerry Schave

(Happy 60th!)

	
	Vicki Bucholtz
	
	Anthony Prill
	
	Ramona Reinke


	6
	Corinne Abraham 
(Happy 60th!) 
	16
	Arnold Brown         
	26
	Theodore Rink

	
	Gregory Brown
	
	Rodney Weiss Sr.

(Happy 80th!)
	27
	Duane Pleiness

	9
	Nevin Pleiness

(Happy 30th!)
	
	Eric VerEllen
	28
	Anthony Reinke

	10
	Ruth Leese
	
	Logan Iseler
	
	Jeffery Miller

	
	Rodney Damm                            
	
	Declan Schultz
	30
	Leroy Koglin, Jr.              

	12
	Sheila Jurgess
	17
	Michael Lloyd
	
	

	
	Tom Grills
	18
	James McNeil
	
	

	13
	Daniel Strozeski
	
	Rebecca Koglin
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


If there are any corrections for the Birthday calendar, call the Church Office 428-4140.       
    

January Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
	[image: image1.png]




	 16
	Niko & Otyllia Vercelletto
	  1
	

	  23
	Jerry & Joy Schave
	 17
	

	  27
	Milton & Linda Iseler
	50
	

	
	
	
	


2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.    



	January 2023


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
Installation of Officers
Circumcision & Name of Jesus- New Year’s Day
Tuesday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	2Tuesday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	 3
7:30 Long Range Planning
	 4
10:30 Bible Study
	5 

7:30  Church Council

	 6 

7:00 Worship          w/Communion

The Epiphany of Our Lord


	7 
Pastor’s Day Off



	8
The Baptism of our Lord
	9
4:00 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board
	10
10:00 “Winkel” @ Unionville
	11
10:30 Bible Study


	12


	13
	14
Pastor’s Day Off

	15

11:15 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting


	16
4:00 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Ladies Aid

	17

7:00 Trustees
7:00 Elders


	18
10:30 Bible Study
The Confession of St. Peter
	19

	20

	21
Pastor’s Day Off 



	22
 “Life Sunday”
	23
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board
	24
St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
	25
10:30 Bible Study
The Conversion of  St. Paul
	26
St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor
	27

	28
Pastor’s Day Off 



	29

	30
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

	31

	
	
	
	Elders: 

Don Clark 989-551-2255

Gary Eggert 989-553-7259
Rick Finkel 989-550-8141
Joe Landenberg 989-551-9899

Larry Reinke 989-551-4203

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931




Ushers 8:00		Ushers 10:00


Galen Young		Don Clark


Kevin Arndt		


       	


		





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School & Bible Class 


10:00 Divine Service w/Communion








