FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JULY

July   2

The Visitation (of Mary to Elizabeth)

July   6

Isaiah, Prophet
July 16

Ruth

July 20

Elijah, Prophet
July 21

Ezekiel, Prophet
July 22

St. Mary Magdalene

July 25

St. James the Elder, Apostle
July 28

Johann Sebastian Bach, Kantor
July 29

Mary, Martha, & Lazarus of Bethany

July 30

Robert Barnes, Confessor & Martyr

July 31

Joseph of Arimathea

“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

July   5 - 11
Luke 6:36
Table of Duties – Workers
LSB #696

July 12 - 18
Luke 5:10b  
Table of Duties – Employers      
LSB #688

July 19 - 25
Matt. 5:23-24
Table of Duties – Youth

LSB #562

June 26 – Aug. 1  Mark 8:2
Table of Duties – Widows  
LSB #819








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

All classes/studies are suspended for the Summer.

YOUTH NEWS

Higher Things, Inc. has redone their logo, web-site, and app.  Please check it out at www.higherthings.org 
“The Creating & Saving Trinity”
The very first Verses of the Bible – the Book that’s all about who God Is, how He wants us to live, and how He Sent His Son, Jesus, to die for us – describes the Creation of the world:

     In the beginning, God Created the heavens and the Earth.  The Earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God was Hovering over the face of the waters.

     And God Said, … (Genesis 1:1-3a)
That very first Verse tells us about Someone: God (the Father).  And It begins with God doing a “very Good” Thing: “God Created the heavens and the Earth.”  This means God Made everything: the Earth and the sky, tall mountains and deep oceans, butterflies and bumblebees, and dandelions; He Made dogs and horses and elephants; He also Made people – He Made each one of us.  God Did everything “very Good” (Gen. 1:31)! Amazing!  He Made everything!

     God also Made His creatures different: He didn’t make only one kind of butterfly; He Made hundreds of kinds of butterflies.  He didn’t make only one kind of food; He Made hundreds of kinds of food for us: He Made juicy grapes and crunchy carrots and all sorts of foods that taste delicious.  He Made different kinds of flowers that have different smells and colors and shapes.
     Why did God Make all of these wonderful things?  He Made them for us: He Showers on us every good thing: He Gives us families, homes, food, clothing, everything we have and everything we need.  He Does this because He’s our Good, Loving Father who Knows exactly what we need.

     God Made us and Gave us all this even though He Knew we were going to sin and mess up His wonderful world.  He Made us Knowing He’d even Give His own Son Jesus Christ (“God Said, …” – Said means Words, and Jesus Is the Word of God) to die to have us back with Him after we sinned.  That’s the Best Gift to us, and That’s really what the Scriptures are ALL about.
     And it’s the “Hovering Spirit of God” that Creates Saving faith in What God has Done for us that Grants us Forgiveness, Life, and Salvation.

     So all three Persons of the Holy Trinity Work together for our Creation and Salvation.  We celebrated “Holy Trinity Sunday” on June 7; and in the historic 1-Year Series we’re now following, each Sunday will be referred to as the “___ Sunday after Trinity” (as it used to be in the old The Lutheran Hymnal) instead of the usual “___ Sunday after Pentecost” (3-Year Series), meaning the number will be one less than what other churches may be using.

     Let us pray: Heavenly Father, our Maker and Creator, thank you for Making all things; thank You for Creating each one of us and for Giving us so many good gifts, especially Your Son Jesus, our Savior, and Your Holy Spirit to believe in Him.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: As we celebrate our nation’s independence this month (and Flag Day fell on a Sunday in June), what is the Synod’s position on having flags – especially the American flag – in the Sanctuary?

A: According to the L.C.-M.S. web-site: “The Missouri Synod doesn’t have an official stand on the inclusion of flags being displayed in the Sanctuary. This is, ultimately, an ‘adiaphoron’ – i.e., something neither commanded nor forbidden by Holy Scripture.

     We do have, however, a history and background to be considered in whether or not to display flags in the Sanctuary, as well as the message that displaying such flags might convey.

     Rev. Prof. William Schmelder – a seasoned parish pastor, historian, and professor emeritus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis – responded to a query from the LCMS Commission on Worship regarding this matter:

     ‘To the best of my knowledge, the U.S. flag began appearing in our churches in response to two things: the desire to express an unquestioned loyalty as U.S. citizens (a reaction to WWI sentiment) and the growing sacralization of the flag in U.S. culture. … 

     ‘I think that [flying the flag outside] is one response evident in many congregations: we could show our loyalty in many ways without placing the flag in the church; other congregations seem to have brought it into the building itself, with great debate about the proper location (nave, chancel, narthex, etc.).

     ‘Non-Americans are often astounded to see a national symbol in the church (perhaps they have memories of the Nazi flag being touched to the altars of German churches).

     ‘The so-called Christian flag is another matter entirely. It has no tradition of the church behind it. In fact, it violates much of what anyone knows of ecclesiastical heraldry.

     ‘It seems to be the design of one man, who both drew it and profits from it. He or his heirs still get a royalty on every one sold. People seem to think that you need something to balance the U.S. flag on the other side, so you have a Christian flag.’

     Obviously, the inclusion of the American and Christian flags is widespread in the L.C.-M.S. As Professor Schmelder mentioned, this probably developed out of the desire of congregations of prominently German-American heritage not to appear German during and after the World Wars. Likewise, many veterans of those wars returned with great patriotic zeal, which probably manifested itself in the desire to display ‘Old Glory’ in the Sanctuary.

     Today, however, it may be time to reconsider this short-lived tradition among us (Lutherans never did this prior to World War I, and then only in America). One may observe that many congregations today, when considering a Sanctuary renovation or even building a new Sanctuary, will opt to display the flag in a location other than the Chancel or Nave.

     Many will place a flag outside of the building proper, or perhaps in the narthex. In such ways, as Professor Schmelder noted, we can demonstrate our patriotism, but not blur the distinction between the Kingdom of Christ with the kingdom of the world/government.

     Our Lord's Words, of course, come to bear on this issue ultimately: 

[Jesus said,] ‘Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ (Luke 20:25) 

Both are good and right ... in their respective places and times.”

     In most Synod churches, I believe that you’ll see both the American and “Christian” flags displayed in the Sanctuary, but outside of the Chancel, as the Chancel is considered the most “Holy” space in the church, and therefore should probably not include a secular symbol. (Some have said that Martin Luther would “roll over in his grave” at seeing a secular symbol in the Sanctuary.)

     Interestingly, in both congregations I’ve served (Our Savior, Union City, and here), both had the flags in the Chancel when I arrived.  For my Ordination/Installation services, to make room for more participating clergy chairs, they were moved to the corners outside the Chancel, and were just left there.  Although a discussion of this issue occurred with the Elders at both places, no one ever questioned (or noticed?) the relocation of the flags.  And, when we worshiped at Our Savior, Union City, recently, the flags had been moved out of the Sanctuary altogether and were in the fellowship hall.

     Another comment on the “Christian” flag: As indicated above, Prof. Schmelder had little regard for it.  By “ecclesiastical heraldry,” he meant that it gives the appearance of Christian unity where it doesn’t really exist (as expressed by our “Altar & Pulpit Fellowship” practices).  Many believe that instead of the “Christian” flag, it’d better for Lutheran churches to display a “Lutheran” flag – either a flag with Luther’s family crest (the general symbol for Lutheranism) or the Missouri Synod flag (a white flag trimmed in gold, with the official Synod seal or triple-cross logo in the middle).
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
CONGRATULATIONS 
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God’s Blessings to our 2020 graduates, who will be honored on 

          Sunday, July 26 in the 9:30AM Service 


Harbor Beach High School: Dylan Burton, Randy Schulte
Bad Axe High School: Eva Engel
We thank God for bringing you to this milestone in your life.

July
ALTAR GUILD:
Carol Hunter
 
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of May 2020:  0 (Covid-19)   
Average Church attendance for the month of May 2019: 135
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of May 2020
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $ 7,105.00
                                  Loose Offering: $       0.00        



          TOTAL:            $ 7,105.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Barnabas: $125.00   Missions: $215.00 Stained Glass: $0.00 
Trustees:     $350.00         
Acolyte Schedule July 2020
	July 5
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	July 12
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	July 19
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	July 26  
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Tanton Babcock
	989-476-0300
	Jordis Pitts
	989-553-3666

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609

	Hunter Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Tori Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822


2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

           
            July Wedding Anniversaries  

	Roy & Elaine Reinke
	7/3
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	Mark & Clara Gust
	7/10
	

	Don & Linda Finkel
	7/11
	

	Myron & Teresa Muter
	7/13
	

	Jodi & Derek Geiger
	7/15
	

	Rick & Faye Finkel
	7/17
	

	Darlene & Richard Tyler
	7/19
	

	Cindy & Ray Hoody
	7/21
	

	Dan & Deanna May
	7/22
	

	Larry & Linda Johnson
	7/23
	

	Larry & Joyce Harwood
	7/24
	

	Ron & Judy Arndt
	7/27
	


      
            July Baptism Birthdays 
	Kelley, Rory
	7/1
	Iseler, Jadyn
	7/11
	Richardson, Jennifer
	7/21

	Martin, Renleigh
	7/1
	Iseler, Karen
	7/11
	Woodke, Henry
	7/21

	Glotzhober, Bethany
	7/3
	Wagner, Janelle
	7/12
	Kowaleski, Jeffery
	7/22

	Gaffke, Michael
	7/4
	Bender, Elmer
	7/13
	Thoms, Kyle
	7/22

	Hagedon, Krista
	7/4
	Emerson, Kraft
	7/14
	Woodke, Paige
	7/22

	Pilaske, Irene
	7/4
	Schelke, Nancr
	7/14
	Blacker, Jerrid
	7/23

	Ackerman, Alan
	7/5
	Joy, Michael
	7/15
	Meinhold, Susan
	7/24

	Johnson, Linda
	7/5
	Peggy Emerick 
	7/16
	Abraham, Brent
	7/25

	Burzyck, Deborah
	7/6
	Koglin, Sarah
	7/16
	Ross, Eli
	7/27

	Engel, Eva
	7/6
	Pleiness, Zane
	7/17
	Schave, Lynn
	7/28

	Iseler, Maxwell
	7/6
	Joy, Derek
	7/17
	Witherspoon, Susan
	7/28

	Burkhard, Mary
	7/7
	Rote, Julie
	7/18
	Catenacci, Suzanne
	7/29

	VerEllen, Stephanie
	7/7
	Voss, Bradley
	7/18
	Inda, Brian
	7/29

	Zick, Jessica
	7/7
	Koglin, Daniel
	7/19
	Emerick, Terry
	7/30

	Birchfield, Eveah
	7/9
	Emerick, Sue
	7/20
	Weiss, Janet
	7/30

	Zimmerman, Stacy
	7/9
	Iseler, Jolene
	7/20
	Leiweke, Gennifer
	7/31

	Brown, Kimberly
	7/10
	Lampela, Douglas
	7/21
	Pilaske, Emerson
	7/31



                             July Birthdays
	Dow, June
	7/2
	Johnson, Larry
	7/12
	Blacker, Ardith
	7/26

	Wagner, Janelle
	7/3
	Strozeski, Shannon
	7/12
	Ackerman, Nicholas
	7/27

	Bucholtz, Kelly
	7/5
	Woodke, Joseph
	7/12
	Abraham, Eva
	7/27

	Catenacci, Suzanne
	7/5
	Arndt, Brooke
	7/13
	Iseler, Scott
	7/27

	Engel, Bethane
	7/5
	Emerick, Neal
	7/13
	Jewett, Stephanie
	7/28

	Finkel, Marvin
	7/5
	Hunter, Jim
	7/14
	Zick, Sandra
	7/29

	Koglin, Vicki
	7/5
	Koglin, Marvin
	7/14
	Kowaleski, Lori
	7/30

	McAuley, Mary
	7/5
	Zimmerman, Jensen
	7/14
	Reinke, Brent
	7/30

	Schave, Gary 
	7/5
	Inda, Brian
	7/15
	 
	  

	Johnson, Cory
	7/6
	Osentoski, Andy
	7/15
	 
	 

	Schelke, David
	7/6
	Bender, John
	7/17
	 
	 

	Janet Weiss
	7/6
	Kessel, Rachel
	7/19
	 
	 

	Keel, Marcella
	7/7
	Lampela, William
	7/19
	 
	 

	Emerick, Tara
	7/8
	Meinhold, Brian
	7/19
	 
	 

	Darling, Landen
	7/9
	Engel, Anna
	7/20
	 
	 

	Glotzhober, Ronald
	7/9
	Pawlowski, Bethany
	7/20
	 
	 

	Swayze, John
	7/9
	Reinke, Diane
	7/20
	
	

	Zimmerman, Jett
	7/9
	Drews, Abbigal
	7/21
	
	

	Barry, David
	7/10
	Sander, Donna
	7/21
	
	

	Voss, Justin
	7/10
	Schave, Lyle  
	7/22
	
	

	Banker, Crystal
	7/11
	Drews, Ashlyn
	7/23
	
	

	Downs, Alexandra
	7/11
	Abraham, Justin 
	7/24
	
	

	Witherspoon, Betty
	7/11
	Hagedon, Krista
	7/25
	
	

	Furness, Doreen
	7/12
	Reinke, Ron
	7/25
	
	


July 2020

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Monday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	
	 
	1


	2  

The Visitation

	3
	Pastor’s Day Off

	5


	6


	7

7:30 Long Range Planning
	8


	9

7:30  Church Council
	10
	11

Pastor’s Day Off

	12


	13
7:00 Finance Board
	14

	15


	16
 7:30 Board of Directors 

 

	17
  
	18

Pastor’s Day Off

	19

10:45 Voters’ Meeting

	20


	21

7:00 Trustees
7:00 Elders
	22

St. Mary Magdalene

	23


	24
	25
Pastor’s Day Off

St. James the Elder, Apostle


	26
9:30 Graduate Sunday
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	27

7:00 Finance Board


	28
	29


	3031IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  28 "" 


	310IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29


	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053



Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:30


Kevin Arndt	    Don Clark


Galen Young	    Dylan Burton


		    Randy Schulte








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School  


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion








St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








