FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JULY

July   2

The Visitation (of Mary to Elizabeth)

July   6

Isaiah, Prophet
July 16

Ruth, Ancestress of Jesus
July 20

Elijah, Prophet
July 21

Ezekiel, Prophet
July 22

St. Mary Magdalene
July 25

St. James the Elder, Apostle
July 28

Johann Sebastian Bach, Kantor
July 29

Mary, Martha, & Lazarus of Bethany

July 30

Robert Barnes, Confessor & Martyr
July 31

Joseph of Arimathea
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

July   4 - 10
Luke 5:10b,11b
Table of Duties – To Everyone
LSB #688

July 11 - 17
Matt. 5:23-24
Christian Q’s & A’s 1 - 4
    
LSB #562

July 18 - 24
Mark 8:2a-b
Christian Q’s & A’s 5 - 7

LSB #819

July 25 - 31  
Mark 7:15
Christian Q’s & A’s 8 - 11
LSB #745








    (*at least 1st stanza)
Submitted by Joyce Koglin:

WHAT COULD I DO IF I WANTED TO:

IF I WANTED TO, I could make my church the most wide-awake and working church in all the world;

IF I WANTED TO, I could visit members who are sick or shut-in and possibly find other ways of helping them;

IF I WANTED TO I could attend Bible classes/studies regularly and encourage others to attend;

IF I WANTED TO I could show more devotion in worship services and receive much more good from them myself;

IF I WANTED TO, I could profit more from the sermon by not resenting the truth when it reveals some of my weaknesses;

IF I WANTED TO, I could tell others about Christ and His Church and lead them to Salvation – at least my actions could always speak of Him;

Of course, this all depends on what I WANT TO DO about it.  I have the ability to be an honored servant of the Greatest of all kings, but the question is “WHAT DO I REALLY WANT TO DO?”
 “Mightier Than the ‘Thorn’”
     When asked, people from other countries typically remark that Americans are cocky, proud, and even arrogant. Considering our economic power and vast natural resources, which produce a remarkably high standard of living, it shouldn’t be a surprise to us that we’re tempted to think so highly of our native land. Coupled with the natural barriers of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and our military power, our freedoms have been gifted very fertile conditions to grow prolifically.

     We Americans are tempted to forget the main reason we have all that we enjoy, and that’s God’s Grace. There’s nothing Biblical about our specific form of government, and there’s nothing guaranteeing that this way of life here will continue indefinitely. It’s quite tempting to think that our nation’s place in the world’s history is because we must be doing something right or we’re pleasing to God for some reason.

     Remember, God will do with this nation of ours what He alone chooses to do, regardless of which party is in the majority of Congress and our legislatures, and regardless of which personalities are in the Offices of President and Governor. Our country and our way of life stand by God’s Grace and by His Grace alone!

     This example of our nation’s prosperity applies to our beloved Missouri Synod, too: Her growth and expansion during the 19th- and early-to-mid 20th-Centuries has now been replaced with decades of decline, with closing parishes, schools, and colleges. Do each of these eras – the one of robust growth and the other of gradual decline – display God’s ever-Present Grace? In other words, were the previous period of growth and our present period of decline both truly under God’s Grace, alone?
     Regularly, we’re led by Satan to believe our recent fall-off in numbers should be analyzed by results-based measures. Weren’t we tempted to think it was our efforts that gave rise to the time of flourishing? Then isn’t it the same logic with which we’re tempted when we’re in a period of decline? God’s Grace wasn’t just Present with us when we were growing; our Lord’s been equally Gracious to have Allowed our church to suffer reduced worship attendance and church membership, which gives rise to the shuttering of parishes, and reduced enrollment, which prompts the closing of ours schools.

     Consider St. Paul, the “poster-child” of God’s Grace, but he was still given a “thorn in [his] flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7), a messenger of Satan. How would he be tempted to explain his problems? Could these difficulties even be attributed to God?

     In this world, only weak people submit to mistreatments, insults, and injustices; strong people, on the other hand, violently resist such unfair experiences and doggedly work to bring justice upon their enemies. Our calling, as God’s Baptized children, is to a seemingly radical life of worldly weakness, just as our Savior Lived, and not to worldly strength.






(Continued on the next page.)

     If we listen to all the well-meaning “talking heads” cogitating over the Church and Her Message, we’ll be woefully misled down the path of principles and not down the “Lamp-Led Path” of Scriptural Truth. Such false principles offer quick fixes to the very deep problem of the sinfulness of mankind. As we’ve seen in all the Biblical Saints, God’s Grace never ceases to Work in their hearts even as they show forth in the their actions their very intimate struggles with their own flesh.

     So it’s in our lives and in the lives of our fellow church members: To what the world defines as strength, we often-times assent, leading us to despair of God’s Grace rather than being drawn to It for our True Strength found in weakness.

     Consider what Paul Wrote in 1 Cor. 10:11-13,

Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction.  …  Therefore, let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is Faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also Provide the Way of Escape, that you may be able to endure it.

     These struggles to which St. Paul’s referring are common to all sinful human beings and are being Powerfully Used by God to Shape us in our weakness. Our Loving Father is in Control of them, and He Desires to Draw us closer to Him and His Mighty Grace. Remember how God Allowed Satan to tempt Job so that God would be glorified by Job’s weakness; this fragile servant was pushed to rely utterly on the Powerful Grace Given him, received all by faith. In fact, St. Paul says that these trials are brought to finality (the Greek here implies completion and ending) in our weakness. This same root word of finality was used by our Lord when He cried from the Cross, “It is Finished.”

     God’s Grace is “Mightier than the ‘thorn’” He Allows: The Power of His Grace Spreads over us, Covering us with Himself and His Strength in our great weakness. Hence, our Lord’s Comforting Words:

“My Grace is Sufficient for you, My Power is made Perfect [Complete] in weakness.” (2 Cor. 12:9)
This is totally counterintuitive and only understood by faith!:

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the Power of Christ may Rest upon [Cover] me.  …  For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Cor. 12:9-10)

     As our Lord said to the Eleven before His crucifixion:

“I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have Peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have Overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

From (1)Peter (4:19):

Therefore, let those who suffer according to God’s Will entrust their souls to a Faithful Creator while doing good.

(Continued on the next page.)

From (1)John (5:4-5):

For everyone who has been Born of God overcomes the world. And this is the Victory that has Overcome the world – our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

And finally, from the Writer of Hebrews (4:15-16):

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the Throne of Grace, that we may receive Mercy and find Grace to Help in time of need.

     Regardless of who’s in the Oval Office, Congress, or state houses, God’s Grace Trumps (no pun intended!) any “thorn” we may bear in this nation. And it’s the same in our parishes: No matter who’s in the pews or the Pulpit, God’s Grace is Greater than any “thorn” we may experience. We’ve been Appointed as His children in our Baptism, and He Holds us near and dear because He’s a Good and Gracious Father.
     I pray you all have a Blessed and safe Summer!

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

ANNUAL OUTSIDE WORSHIP SERVICE 

(non-Communion)

Sunday, August 1, 9:00am, 

on the St. John school building lawn

(If rain, we’ll move into the church building.)

Potluck brunch to follow in the gymnasium.

THANK YOU to Adam Dodge for video recording the Services since we began doing that in April 2020 due to the COVID-19 shut-down.  Adam has now moved to Mt. Pleasant, MI.  Also, Kristen Weiss has been posting them on our Website and Facebook pages.  Taking over these responsibilities are Brittany & Randy Smaglinski and Marissa & Codi Siemen.  We’re also working on being able to live-stream the Services.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

All classes/studies are suspended for the Summer, and will resume in September.

OFFICIAL ACTS:

Reaffirmation of Faith, 6-6-21: Norma Johnson

Transfers Out: 
5-18-21: Eva Engel, to Our Savior, Bad Axe
6-15-21: Steve, Paula, & Elijah Ceplecha, to Trinity, 

   Forestville
Deaths: 

   5-19-21, Betty Adkins (graveside: 5-25-21)

   (Sharon Kriewall [non-member] graveside: 6-2-21)

   6-4-21, Pat Hasen (funeral: 6-7-21)

 “ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What is the status of the progress of the stained-glass windows?
A: We’re awaiting the re-installation of the big window over the old front doors, which has been delayed due to pandemic-related parts shortages.  Once that one’s back in place, the two windows that were moved into the “new” (1981) entryway will be next.  Then, probably the three windows on the north side of the Sanctuary will be next, followed by the two on the front of the building.

NOTE: From time-to-time, people will ask me about memorials (or other financial matters), or put envelopes with memorials (or other money) in my box at church.  For the protection of church funds and for my own protection, I have nothing to do with church monies.  If someone gives me money I immediately hand it over to the Financial Secretary and/or the office secretary (who assists the Financial Secretary, especially with memorials).  

   The only money I have some say over is the Barnabas Fund to help those in need (and that still needs to be given by the Treasurer, and reported to the Elders).  Also, I do have a church credit card (something relatively new) for use for conferences (registration & lodging, so no sales tax) and occasional Barnabas Fund use.  Any credit card use requires receipts to be turned in to the Treasurer.  

     Otherwise, if I need money for church purposes, I fill out a request form to the Treasurer just like everyone else.
July
ALTAR GUILD:
Carol Hunter
 
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of May 2021: 115
Average Church attendance for the month of May 2020: 0 (Covid-19)   
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of May 2021
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $ 8,892.00
                                  Loose Offering: $   731.00        



          TOTAL:            $ 9,623.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $415.00      Stained Glass: $435.00      Trustees: $240.00         
Acolyte Schedule July 2021
	July 4
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke    
	9:30  
	Logan Iseler

	July 11
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	July 18
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke    
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	July 25  
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Logan Iseler    


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions (*only subs)

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	* Hunter Iseler
	810-300-7994
	* Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609


2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.
There is now a knee scooter available for borrowing, please contact Kathy Schave at the office to reserve it.  Thank-you Carol Young for your donation.

Outside tables are available to use, but please contact Kathy Schave to reserve them. 
           
         July Wedding Anniversaries  
	
	Date
	Yrs
	

	Roy & Elaine Reinke
	7/3
	56
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	Mark & Clara Gust
	7/10
	22
	

	Don & Linda Finkel
	7/11
	52
	

	Cindy & Ray Hoody
	7/12
	18
	

	Myron & Teresa Muter
	7/13
	19
	

	Jodi & Derek Geiger
	7/15
	4
	

	Rick & Faye Finkel
	7/17
	28
	

	Darlene & Richard Tyler
	7/19
	13
	

	Dan & Deanna May
	7/22
	43
	

	Larry & Linda Johnson
	7/23
	44
	

	Larry & Joyce Harwood
	7/24
	56
	

	Ron & Judy Arndt
	7/27
	53
	



July Baptism Birthdays 

	Kelley, Rory
	7/1
	Iseler, Karen
	7/11
	Lampela, Douglas
	7/21

	Martin, Renleigh
	7/1
	Wagner, Janelle
	7/12
	Richardson, Jennifer
	7/21

	Glotzhober, Bethany
	7/3
	Bender, Elmer
	7/13
	Woodke, Henry
	7/21

	Gaffke, Michael
	7/4
	Emerson, Kraft
	7/14
	Kowaleski, Jeffery
	7/22

	Hagedon, Krista
	7/4
	Schelke, Nancy
	7/14
	Thoms, Kyle
	7/22

	Pilaske, Irene
	7/4
	Joy, Michael
	7/15
	Woodke, Paige
	7/22

	Ackerman, Alan
	7/5
	Peggy Emerick 
	7/16
	Blacker, Jerrid
	7/23

	Johnson, Linda
	7/5
	Koglin, Sarah
	7/16
	Meinhold, Susan
	7/24

	Burzyck, Debra
	7/6
	Joy, Derek
	7/17
	Abraham, Brent
	7/25

	Iseler, Maxwell
	7/6
	Pleiness, Spenser
	7/17
	Ross, Eli
	7/27

	Burkhard, Mary
	7/7
	Pleiness, Zane
	7/17
	Schave, Lynn
	7/28

	VerEllen, Stephanie
	7/7
	Rote, Julie
	7/18
	Witherspoon,  Sue
	7/28

	Zick, Jessica
	7/7
	Voss, Bradley
	7/18
	Catenacci, Suzanne
	7/29

	Birchfield, Eveah
	7/9
	Ginther, Clara
	7/19
	Inda, Brian
	7/29

	Zimmerman, Staci
	7/9
	Koglin, Daniel
	7/19
	Emerick, Terry
	7/30

	Brown, Kimberly
	7/10
	Landenberg, Joe
	7/19
	Weiss, Janet
	7/30

	Iseler, Jadyn
	7/11
	Emerick, Sue
	7/20
	Leiweke, Gennifer
	7/31

	
	
	Iseler, Jolene
	7/20
	Pilaske, Emerson
	7/31



                             July Birthdays
	Dow, June
	7/2
	Johnson, Larry
	7/12
	Abraham, Justin 
	7/24

	Wagner, Janelle
	7/3
	Strozeski, Shannon
	7/12
	Hagedon, Krista
	7/25

	Bucholtz, Kelly
	7/5
	Woodke, Joseph
	7/12
	Reinke, Ron
	7/25

	Catenacci, Suzanne
	7/5
	Arndt, Brooke
	7/13
	Blacker, Ardith
	7/26

	Engel, Bethane
	7/5
	Emerick, Neal
	7/13
	Abraham, Eva
	7/27

	Finkel, Marvin
	7/5
	Hunter, Jim
	7/14
	Ackerman, Nicholas
	7/27

	Koglin, Vicki
	7/5
	Koglin, Marvin
	7/14
	Iseler, Scott
	7/27

	McAuley, Mary
	7/5
	Zimmerman, Jensen
	7/14
	Jewett, Stephanie
	7/28

	Schave, Gary 
	7/5
	Inda, Brian
	7/15
	Zick, Sandra
	7/29

	Johnson, Cory
	7/6
	Osentoski, Andy
	7/15
	Kowaleski, Lori
	7/30

	Schelke, David
	7/6
	Schmaltz, Chris
	7/15
	Reinke, Brent
	7/30

	Janet Weiss
	7/6
	Bender, John
	7/17
	 
	 

	Keel, Marcella
	7/7
	Kessel, Rachel
	7/19
	 
	 

	Emerick, Tara
	7/8
	Lampela, William
	7/19
	 
	 

	Darling, Landen
	7/9
	Meinhold, Brian
	7/19
	 
	 

	Glotzhober, Ronald
	7/9
	Engel, Anna
	7/20
	
	

	Swayze, John
	7/9
	Pawlowski, Bethany
	7/20
	
	

	Zimmerman, Jett
	7/9
	Reinke, Diane
	7/20
	
	

	David, Barry
	7/10
	Drews, Abbigal
	7/21
	
	

	Voss, Justin
	7/10
	Sander, Donna
	7/21
	
	

	Banker, Crystal
	7/11
	Schave, Lyle  
	7/22
	
	

	Downs, Alexandra
	7/11
	
	
	
	

	Witherspoon, Betty
	7/11
	
	
	
	

	Furness, Doreen
	7/12
	
	
	
	



BACK TO (ALMOST) NORMAL SUNDAY 
Beginning Sunday, July 4, all pews will be open for use, and the hymnals will be back in the pews.  There will still be adjustments for Holy Communion, the distribution of bulletins, and collection of the Offering. 

July 2021

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053
Monday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	
	 
	
	1  

7:30 Long Range Planning


	2

The Visitation


	3

Pastor’s Day Off

	4

 

	5


	6

 
	7 
1pm L.W.M.L. at St. John in Port Hope at the school
	8

7:30  Church Council
	9
	10

Pastor’s Day Off

	11

4:00 Ordination / Installation of 
Timothy Kern @ Our Savior, Marlette
 (please RSVP)
	12

7:00 Finance Board
	13

 
	14


	15



 

	16
  
	17

Pastor’s Day Off

	18

10:45 Voters’ Assembly

	19


	20

7:00 Trustees
7:00 Elders
	21


	22

St. Mary Magdalene

	23
	24
Pastor’s Day Off



	25

St. James the Elder, Apostle

	26

7:00 Finance Board


	27
	28


	2931IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  28 "" 


	30

Pastor’s Day Off 0IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29


	31



Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:30


Kevin Arndt	    Don Clark


Galen Young	    Dylan Burton


		    Randy Schulte








SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion








St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








