FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JULY
July   6

Isaiah, Prophet
July 16

Ruth, Ancestress of David & Jesus

July 20

Elijah, Prophet
July 21

Ezekiel, Prophet
July 22

St. Mary Magdalene, Follower of Jesus
July 25

St. James the Elder, Apostle
July 28

Johann Sebastian Bach, Kantor

July 29

Mary, Martha, & Lazarus of Bethany, Friends of Jesus
July 30

Robert Barnes, Confessor & Martyr
July 31

Joseph of Arimathea, Burier of Jesus
“Growing as One”
     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

July    2 -  8  
Matt. 10:38
Table of Duties – Children 
LSB #685

July   9 - 15
Matt. 11:25-26
Table of Duties – Workers 
LSB #699

July 16 - 22
Matt. 13:22-23b
Table of Duties – Employers
LSB #577

July 23 - 29
Matt. 13:43
Table of Duties – Youth

LSB #772

July 30 – Aug. 5  Matt. 13:49
Table of Duties – Widows
LSB #713








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, Bible Class, and Bible Study will resume the first week of September.

OFFICIAL ACTS:

Holy Matrimony, 6-17-23: Timothy & Tammy (Kessel) Hart

Funeral, 6-24-23: Marilyn Wendt [died 2-28-23]
Transfers Out, 6-20-23: Justine Watts (Hattie, Levi), to Zion, 

     Harbor Beach
“… Receives Jesus”

     When we were children our parents would go out for the evening, they’d pick a babysitter to stay with us.  Our moms and dads gave us babysitters because they loved us – wanted to keep us safe.  We often looked forward to having a babysitter because we’d have special food and play games together: When the babysitter offered dessert after supper, that was because our parents told her to offer us dessert after supper – if we ate our vegetables!  When the babysitter said it was time to get ready for bed ,that was just like our parents telling us it was time to get ready for bed.  Our babysitters may’ve also prayed with us, like our parents did.  Our babysitters weren’t our moms and dads, but they were there for our parents to do for us what our parents would do.
     Do you know Who Sent me to you?: Jesus Did!  Do you know Why He has me here with you?: Because He Loves you and Wants me to do for you What He’s Do – to bring you His Blessings and Peace.  Why didn’t He just Come here Himself?: Well, He Is here; He’s just Hidden from us.  He Chooses to Send His Good News to us sinners through another sinner; and for the last seven years, I’m the one: Jesus Sent me to tell you about Him and to bring you the Forgiveness, Blessing, and Peace He Won for you on the Cross.  Jesus Sent someone to Baptize you to Make us friends again with God.

     Of course, I’m not a babysitter; but God, Who Loves you, Sent me to tell you What He Wants you to know and give you What He Wants to Give you.  I’m not Jesus; but I Work for Him: He Sent me to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Port Hope, MI, to care for you and all the family that is our congregation here in this place.

     Jesus Gave you a Big Promise: He Said to His Disciples/Apostles (“Sent ones”) He Sent in His Name:

“Whoever receives you receives Me.” (Matthew 10:40)

That Means that right now when you listen to me tell you What Jesus has Done for you, Wants for you, and Gives to you, you’re actually listening to Jesus; when you welcome me, you’re welcoming Jesus too – and God the Father.  Of course, Jesus also sent our parents and other Church family to love you, care for you, bless you in His Name – and when you listen to them as they bless you and teach about Jesus, you’re listening to Jesus Himself.
     And so we pray: “Thank you, Jesus, for Saving us and having someone Baptize us and tell us Your Words.  Let us always ‘receive’ faithful pastors and so welcome them.  Amen.”

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.   Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.
Q: How do we respond to those who reject infant Baptism?
A: From Luther’s Small Catechism:


“Why should babies also be Baptized?”:

A. Babies are included in the Words “all nations” [literally               “all peoples”] (Matthew 28:19).  (Acts 2:38-39, 16:13-15;                    1 Corinthians 1:16)

B. Babies are sinful and need What Baptism Promises, the Forgiveness of sins and the Gift of the Holy Spirit. [i.e., Faith & Sanctification]  (Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12,18-19; John 3:5-6)

C. The Holy Spirit is Able to Work Faith in babies. (Psalm 22:9-10, 71:5-6; Matthew 18:6, 21:16)

(Cf. Luke 1:13-17,39-45, 10:21, 18:16.)

     “Faith is not to be confused with intellectual ability.  Those who argue for ‘believer’s Baptism’ [i.e., one must be able to make a personal public profession of faith prior to Baptism] and reject the Baptism of infants (or those with cognitive disabilities) often wrongly maintain that (1) infants are not guilty of (accountable for) sin or able to commit sinful acts [i.e., denying ‘original sin’];     (2) faith is a human decision that infants cannot make; and          (3) Baptism is primarily our promise to God [i.e., law] rather than God’s Promise to us [i.e., Gospel].  Not one of these views is based on Scripture.

     “Parents should not deny Baptism to their children any more than they should deny them other vital needs.  The necessity of Baptism, however, does not mean that children who are stillborn or die before they are brought to Baptism are lost.  We commend such children to the Gracious Care of their Maker and Redeemer, trusting His Mercy and Love even when we do not understand His Will or His Work.” [brackets mine]

      Although virtually every reference to Baptism in the Bible supports our view of It (What it Is, What It Does, and how It’s done), I encourage the use especially of Acts 2:38-39 (cited above), as It Summarizes Well What we believe, teach, and confess:

38And Peter said to them, “Repent [active] and be Baptized [passive] every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the Forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit [i.e., Faith & Sanctification].  39For the Promise [of Baptism – “Forgiveness” & Faith/Sanctification] is for you and your children [Greek “teknois” = “infants & young children”] and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.” [brackets & underline mine]
“Beyond Reasonable Doubt”

Higher Things Lutheran Youth Conference
     Pastor Dodge, Sandy Landenberg, and Jentry Zimmerman will be attending the annual Higher Things Conference from Monday, July 18 – Saturday, July 22, at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL (the same location as the last time we went five years ago).  

     We’ll be part of the large group (ten girls & two chaperones) from Zion, Harbor Beach; and will be traveling on a bus with the groups from Peace, Sandusky, and Good Shepherd, Cass City.  We’ll be staying overnight Monday at a church in Normal, IL; and be returning overnight early Saturday morning.

     We’ll be commissioned for this trip during the 8:00am Service on Sunday, July 16.  Please keep us and the event in your prayers!

“We Preach Christ Crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23)
68th National Convention of 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod

July 29 – August 3, 2023

Milwaukee, WI
     As our Synod meets in Convention this month, you’re encouraged to follow the proceedings on-line at www.lcms.org/convention.  The Synod President election has already taken place via on-line voting    (1 pastor & 1 lay voter from each congregation – Pastor Dodge & Larry Finkel), and the Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison has been elected to his fifth term.

     The Convention includes worship, business (elections & Resolutions), speakers, and social, entertainment, and servant events.  There’ll be roughly 1,500 delegates in attendance (voting delegates = 1 pastor [Pastor Hopfensperger, Peace, Sandusky] & 1 layperson [Jeannine Wilson, Zion, Harbor Beach] from each Circuit; plus non-voting advisory delegates = teachers, D.C.E.’s, etc.).
Annual Outside Worship Service
Sunday, July 30, 9:00am

School Building lawn

Followed by a
Potluck picnic in the gymnasium
July
ALTAR GUILD:
Carol Woodke 
 
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of May 2023: 103
Average Church attendance for the month of May 2022: 101   
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of May 2023
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $  8,365.00
                                  Loose Offering:  $    567.00        



          TOTAL:              $ 8,932.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Debt: $330           Missions: $70         Stained Glass: $125      Trustees: $235     Tuition: $140  
Acolyte Schedule July 2023
	July  2
	8:00  
	
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    

	July 9
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler    

	July 16
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms    
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler

	July 23
	8:00  
	
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    

	July 30
	9:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	  
	


	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889


Outside tables, the kitchen/gym, and knee scooter are available to use, but please contact Kathy Schave, Church Secretary, to reserve them. 
         July Wedding Anniversaries  
	
	Date
	Yrs
	

	Roy & Elaine Reinke
	7/3
	58
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	Mark & Clara Gust
	7/10
	24
	

	Don & Linda Finkel
	7/11
	54
	

	Ray & Cindy Hoody
	7/12
	20
	

	Gary & Michele Schell
	7/12
	48
	

	Myron & Teresa Muter
	7/13
	22
	

	Derek & Jodi Geiger
	7/15
	6
	

	Lyle & Kathy Schave
	7/15
	6
	

	Rick & Faye Finkel
	7/17
	30
	

	Richard & Darlene Tyler
	7/19
	15
	

	Dan & Deanna May
	7/22
	45
	

	Larry & Linda Johnson
	7/23
	46
	

	Larry & Joyce Harwood
	7/24
	58
	

	Ron & Judy Arndt
	7/27
	55
	



July Baptism Birthdays 

	Kelley, Rory
	7/1
	Iseler, Karen
	7/11
	Lampela, Douglas
	7/21

	Martin, Renleigh
	7/1
	Wagner, Janelle
	7/12
	Richardson, Jennifer
	7/21

	Glotzhober, Bethany
	7/3
	Bender, Elmer
	7/13
	Woodke, Henry
	7/21

	Gaffke, Michael
	7/4
	Emerson, Kraft
	7/14
	Kowaleski, Jeffery
	7/22

	Hagedon, Krista
	7/4
	Schelke, Nancy
	7/14
	Thoms, Kyle
	7/22

	Pilaske, Irene
	7/4
	Joy, Michael
	7/15
	Woodke, Paige
	7/22

	Ackerman, Alan
	7/5
	Emerick, Peggy 
	7/16
	Blacker, Jerrid
	7/23

	Johnson, Linda
	7/5
	Koglin, Sarah
	7/16
	Meinhold, Susan
	7/24

	Burzyck, Debra
	7/6
	Joy, Derek
	7/17
	Abraham, Brent
	7/25

	VerEllen, Stephanie
	7/7
	Pleiness, Spenser
	7/17
	Ross, Eli
	7/27

	Zick, Jessica
	7/7
	Pleiness, Zane
	7/17
	Schave, Lynn
	7/28

	Birchfield, Eveah
	7/9
	Rote, Julie
	7/18
	Witherspoon,  Sue
	7/28

	Zimmerman, Staci
	7/9
	Voss, Bradley
	7/18
	Catenacci, Suzanne
	7/29

	Brown, Kimberly
	7/10
	Ginther, Clara
	7/19
	Inda, Brian
	7/29

	Iseler, Jadyn
	7/11
	Koglin, Daniel
	7/19
	Emerick, Terry
	7/30

	
	
	Landenberg, Joe
	7/19
	Weiss, Janet
	7/30

	
	
	Emerick, Sue
	7/20
	Leiweke, Gennifer
	7/31



                             July Birthdays
	Dow, June 
	7/2
	Johnson, Larry
	7/12
	Schave, Lyle  
	7/22

	Wagner, Janelle
	7/3
	Strozeski, Shannon
	7/12
	Abraham, Justin 
	7/24

	Bucholtz, Kelly
	7/5
	Woodke, Joseph
	7/12
	Hagedon, Krista
	7/25

	Catenacci, Suzanne
	7/5
	Arndt, Brooke
	7/13
	Reinke, Ron
	7/25

	Engel, Bethane
	7/5
	Emerick, Neal
	7/13
	Blacker, Ardith
	7/26

	Finkel, Marvin
	7/5
	Hunter, Jim
	7/14
	Abraham, Eva
	7/27

	Koglin, Vicki
	7/5
	Koglin, Marvin
	7/14
	Ackerman, Nick
	7/27

	McAuley, Mary
	7/5
	Zimmerman, Jensen
	7/14
	Iseler, Scott
	7/27

	Schave, Gary 
	7/5
	Inda, Brian
	7/15
	Jewett, Stephanie
	7/28

	Johnson, Cory
	7/6
	Osentoski, Andy
	7/15
	Zick, Sandra
	7/29

	Schelke, David
	7/6
	Schmaltz, Chris
	7/15
	Kowaleski, Lori
	7/30

	Janet Weiss
	7/6
	Bender, John
Happy 70th!
	7/17
	Reinke, Brent
	7/30

	Emerick, Tara
	7/8
	Kessel, Rachel
	7/19
	 
	 

	Darling, Landen
	7/9
	Lampela, William
	7/19
	 
	 

	Glotzhober, Ronald
	7/9
	Meinhold, Brian
	7/19
	 
	 

	Swayze, John
	7/9
	Engel, Anna
	7/20
	 
	 

	Zimmerman, Jett
	7/9
	Reinke, Diane
	7/20
	
	

	David, Barry
Happy 50th!
	7/10
	Sander, Donna
	7/21
	
	

	Voss, Justin
	7/10
	
	
	
	

	Downs, Alexandra
	7/11
	
	
	
	

	Witherspoon, Betty
	7/11
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


July 2023

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Elders: 

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Gary Eggert 479-6251
Rick Finkel 550-8141
Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Monday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	
	 
	
	
	
	1
Pastor’s Day Off



	2

	3

	4
 7:30 Long Range Planning  


	5

	6
7:30 Church Council
	7
	8
Pastor’s Day Off

	9
 
	10
7:00 Finance Board
	11
 
	12

	13


 

	14
  
	15
Pastor’s Day Off

	16
11:15 Voters’ Assembly

	17

	18
7:00 Trustees

7:00 Elders
Higher Things Youth Conf. @ Carbondale, IL
	19

	20

	21

	22
St. Mary Magdalene


	23

Synod Convention National Offering 


	24
7:00 Finance Board


	25
St. James the Elder, Apostle

	26

	2731IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  28 "" 


	28
 0IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29


	29
Pastor’s Day Off
Synod Convention @ Milwaukee, WI

	30
9:00 Outside Worship & Potluck Picnic
	31
	
	
	
	
	


St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


10:00 Divine Service w/Communion








Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:00


Kevin Arndt	    Don Clark


Galen Young	    











