FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN MARCH

Mar.   7

Perpetua & Felicitas, Martyrs
Mar. 17

Patrick, Missionary to Ireland

Mar. 19

St. Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

Mar. 25

The Annunciation of Our Lord
Mar. 31

Joseph, Patriarch

“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Mar.   1 -   7
Matt. 4:10
Confession – What?  Sins?
LSB #657

Mar.   8 - 14
Matt. 15:28a-b  
Confession – Office of the Keys
  LSB #615

Mar. 15 - 21
Luke 11:23
Sac. of the Altar – What?
LSB #659

Mar. 22 - 28
John 6:14
Sac. of the Altar – Benefit?
LSB #743

Mar. 29 – Apr. 4  John 8:51
Sac. of the Altar – How?

LSB #430








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School: Sundays, 9:00-9:30am, school building; miscellaneous 

   materials
Adult Bible class: Due to the Zion vacancy, this class will not meet for 

   the time being.

Junior Confirmation classes: Mondays: 6th = 4:00pm; 7th-grade =  5:30pm;
 school building; Small Catechism & Workbook; hand-outs, 

   videos, etc. 
Bible study: Wednesdays, 10:30-11:15am, school building; Luke
Adult Catechism instruction: various days/times (ask Pastor)

“How Many Hours?”
     Nowadays, when we want to find directions to a specific location, we pull out our smart-phones (not me, since I don’t have one), or use our computers, and pull up “Google Maps;” or, we can just input our destination on the G.P.S. monitor in our vehicles  We can find out the directions (assuming they’re correct), how many miles it is, and how much time it’ll take to get where we want to go.  For example, when we needed to go up to Houghton, MI, to take or pick up our son, Adam, to/from Michigan Tech., we knew it’d take nine hours and thirty minutes from Port Hope!  Does that sound like a long trip?  And as you’re driving, your phone or G.P.S. monitor will update and let you know how much longer the trip will be.

     I’m sure there are many times when you’ve been taking a long trip that you’ve asked, “How many more hours?” (Or, as all kids ask, “Are we there yet?”)  It can be difficult to ride in the car for an hour … or two hours … or three hours … or more hours!

     We’re nearing the most important Hour of all, the most important Hour for Jesus, and the most important Hour for you and me: It was for this Hour that Jesus Came into the world: All His Teaching and Miracles were looking ahead to this Hour.  The most important Hour ever is the Hour when Jesus died on the Cross.

     Why was the Hour Jesus died on the Cross the most important Hour?: Because every single problem in this whole world is because of sin: Sin makes us get hurt; sin makes us be sad; sin makes us die; sin even causes us to suffer forever.  But Jesus’ death on the Cross took away the sins of the whole world, so it’s what Fixes everything!
     When Jesus entered Jerusalem on “Palm Sunday” (April 5 this year) – which is also known as the “Sunday of the Passion” – the people waved palm branches and shouted, “Hosanna!”  As important as “Palm Sunday” is, we’re not quite to the most important Hour: It’s not till five days later until we especially remember Christ’s death – on “Good Friday” (April 10 this year): Yes, on “Good Friday” we especially remember the Hour of Jesus’ death, when He gave His Life to take away our sins and Win our Salvation.  

     We know this is the most important Hour of all because three days later God the Father showed that Jesus’ death was really the Greatest Victory of all time – when He was Raised back to Life on Easter Sunday morning.

     We thank Jesus for laying down His Life for our sins on “Good Friday,” that He’ll be with us always as we remember His death and celebrate His Resurrection.

     



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
OFFICIAL ACTS:

NOTE: Braylynn May Brown (infant daughter of Mike & Kim Brown) was not Baptized on 1-26-20, as scheduled.

LENTEN SCHEDULE

(Mid-week Lenten services here at St. John will be on Wednesdays at noon and 7:00pm, with a soup/sandwich supper from 5:30 – 6:45pm, each sponsored by a group in the congregation, with the donated proceeds going to that group’s mission.)  Services at Zion will be on Thursdays at 7:00pm.

“LIVING AMONG THE BIBLE’S TREES”

Wed., March 4

“Great Tress of Mamre near the Machpelah”






Psalm 96; Genesis 18:1-33; 23:1-20

Wed., March 11

“Oak at Ophrah”




       Psalm 78; Judges 6:1-40; Matthew 12:38-42

Wed., March 18

“Jesse’s Tree”




       Psalm 80:8-19; Isaiah 6:1-13; 10:33 – 11:16

Wed., March 25

“Tree of the Lord’s Planting”
     (“The Annunciation of Our Lord”)
      Psalm 104:10-18; Ezekiel 17:1-24; 

   Mark 4:30-32

Wed., April 1
    “Good Trees Bearing Good Fruit, Bad Trees Bearing Bad Fruit”






Psalm 148; Galatians 5:1,13-25; 






   Matthew 7:15-20

Holy (Maundy) Thurs., April 9, 7:00pm  “Fig Trees”  Psalm 105:23-45; 

   (with Holy Communion & Stripping of Chancel)
      Luke 13:1-9; Mark 11:12-25

Good Friday, April 10, 7:00pm only*  “Tree of the Cross”
   (Tenebrae Vespers)  
       Psalm 74; Deuteronomy 21:22-23; Galatians 3:1-14

Easter Sunrise, April 12, 6:00am* “Tree of Life” Psalm 52; Ezekiel 47:1-12;
   (with Holy Communion)

     Revelation 22:1-20; Matthew 28:1-10

NOTE: The schedule for Holy Week is:


Holy (Maundy) Thurs.: Zion – 5:00pm; St. John – 7:00pm (as usual)


Good Fri.: Zion – 1:00pm (as usual); St. John – 7:00pm only

Easter Sun.: St. John – 6:00am (1/2-hr. earlier than usual) & 10:30am 


   (as usual); Zion – 8:00am only

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Please explain the difference between the two services on “Good Friday” (noon-time “Chief Service” & evening “Tenebrae Vespers”).

A: The noon-time “Chief Service” is called “Chief” because it occurs around the time Jesus died on the Cross.  It’s a longer service, and could (though most don’t) last the entire three hours of Jesus’ ordeal on the Cross.  The long Passion Account from John 18-19 is normally read. (On “Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion” the Passion Accounts from the other three Gospels are read.)

    The evening (“Vespers”) service, “Tenebrae” is Latin for “darkness,” is a service where candles are lit at the beginning of the service, but as the service progresses, one candle at a time is extinguished, leaving the Sanctuary “darkened” by the end of the service, symbolizing the “darkness” of the tomb wherein Jesus is now interred.

     For this reason, also, before the Easter Sunrise Service, the Sanctuary remains darkened until the opening/processional hymn ushers in the Light of the Easter morning Resurrection.

CHURCH ACTIVE-SHOOTER WORKSHOP


WHEN: Saturday, March 7, 11:00am – 1:00pm

WHERE: Our Savior Lutheran Church, Bad Axe, MI



(123 W. Irwin St., corner of Irwin/VanDyke)

WHO: Free for anyone interested

March 
ALTAR GUILD:
Mary Eggert
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of January 2019: 116
Average Church attendance for the month of January 2020: 100
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of January 2020
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $13,981.00
                                  Loose Offering:  $   534.00        



          TOTAL:            $14,515.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Ladies Aid: $50.00           Trustees: $110.00    Missions: $145.00 
Stained Glass: $340.00      
Acolyte Schedule March 2020
	March 1  
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	March 4 W 
	7:00 pm
	 
	
	Hunter Iseler    

	March 8  
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke    

	March 11 W
	7:00 pm
	
	
	Wyatt Hoody

	March 15  
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Hunter Iseler    

	March 18 W  
	7:00 pm
	
	
	Olivia Woodke    

	March 22    
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	March 25 W
	7:00 pm
	
	
	Jordan Schave

	March 29  .
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke    
	9:30  
	Jordan Schave


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Tanton Babcock
	989-476-0300
	Jordis Pitts
	989-553-3666

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609

	Hunter Iseler
	810-300-4994
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Tori Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822


2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

March Anniversaries
None
            MARCH BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
	2
	Jason Barc
	4
	Brian Bucholtz
	7      
	Craig Lindner

	
	Brandon Bender 
	
	 
	
	Nevin Pleiness

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Steven Schulz

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Logan Iseler                
	10
	Donald Finkel
	11
	Cindy Chiotti

	
	Jadyn Pitts
	
	Anthony Reinke
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Arlene Zelz
	13
	Mary Eggert                
	14
	Casey Eggert      

	
	 
	
	     
	
	Tammy Kessel

	
	
	
	   
	
	Carly Smith

	
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Vicki Bucholtz
	18
	Charles Koglin 
	19
	Eric VerEllen              

	
	Joesph Weiss
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Kathleen Mausolf
	21
	Rodney Weiss     
	22
	Joann Muter

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	24
	Ricky Joy  
	25
	 Mary Michalski
	 27
	Leroy Koglin Jr.

	
	
	
	
	
	Emily Pleiness

	
	
	
	
	
	

	28
	Mason Soper
	30
	Jerry Schave
	31
	Jason Bender

	
	
	
	Clinton Weiss
	
	Cathy Woodke


[image: image2.png]



SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: 

In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
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	March Birthdays

	1
	Amanda Friedland
	3
	Kathleen Mausolf
	4
	Eleanor Karg

	
	Sarah Blacker
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Daniel Schelke  
	7
	Christy Schultz
	8
	Whitaker Bender

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Michael Gaffke                   

	
	
	
	
	
	Caitlyn Kraft

	
	
	
	
	
	Craig Lindner

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Mary Forbing
	10
	Jeanie Woodke
	11
	Tiffany Leese

	
	Larry Reinke
	
	 
	
	Carmen Prill

	
	
	
	
	
	Ann Reinke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Madison Bock
	13
	Jen Kelley
	14
	Peggy Emerick

	
	Taylor Reinke
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Ricky Piotter
	16
	Kristi Conway
	17
	Tia Soper

	
	Patrick Reinke
	
	LaVern Friedland
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Dawn Deer
	20
	Donnie Clark
	21
	Andrew Geiger

	
	 

	
	Roy Mattice
	
	Paul Glotzhober

	
	 
	
	
	
	Steven Schave

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Harold Collings
	23
	Alexander Eilers
	24
	Adam Heldt

	
	Jeanette Piotter                 
	
	Bridget Glotzhober
	
	Kelsey Mausolf

	
	Kristal Rink
	
	
	
	Olivia Woodke

	
	
	
	
	
	

	25
	Larry Friedland
	26
	Judy Arndt
	27
	Harvey Pleiness

	
	 Jessica Zick
	
	Paul Gorman
	
	Anna Scherret

	
	
	
	Payton Smaglinski
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	28
	Paula Ceplecha
	29
	Makayla Robb
	30
	Charles Fastenau

	
	Apryl Clark
	
	Makenzie Robb
	
	 

	
	Tyler Maschke
	
	
	
	

	
	Shelly Rouillard
	
	
	
	

	
	Randy Smaglinski
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	31
	Misty Woodward
	
	
	
	

	
	Shawn Young
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


If there are any corrections for the Birthday calendar, please call the Church Office 428-4140.       


March 2020
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1Friday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	2

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
Friday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	3Friday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	4

10:30 Bible Study

12:00 Lenten Worship 

1:00 Quilting 

5:30 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten Worship  Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	5Friday IF = “Thursday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 3 "" 


	6  
	7  

Pastor’s Day Off



	8  

 
	9

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board

	10

10:00 “Winkel” @

Kilmanaugh

	11  
10:30 Bible Study

12:00 Lenten Worship 

1:00 Quilting 

5:30 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten Worship  
	12


	13
	14

Pastor’s Day Off



	15

 
	16

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

5:30 Board of Education

	17
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees

Patrick, Missionary to Ireland

	18

10:30 Bible Study

12:00 Lenten Worship 

1:00 Quilting 

5:30 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten Worship  
	19

St. Joseph, Guardian of Our Lord
Spring Begins

	20[image: image1.png]


0
	21

Pastor’s Day Off
7:00 Ladies Aid Euchre Party

	22

	23

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
5:30 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board

	24


	25 The Annunciation of Our Lord
10:30 Bible Study

12:00 Lenten Worship 
1:00 Quilting 

5:30 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten Worship  
	26


	27
	28

Pastor’s Day Off

	29


	24IF  = 0,"" 24 IF   < 31  25 "" 
25

30

 
	31


	Ushers:

1st Lenten    Gary,  Joe 

2nd Lenten:  Larry, Galen 

3rd Lenten:  Galen, Greg S.

4th Lenten:   Larry, Greg W26IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27


 
	 
	28IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29


	 Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053


St. John Lutheran Church





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Greg Schave	    Ken Steinbis


Joe Landenberg	    Gary Eggert


Tanton Babcock     Justin Voss


		    Brad Voss





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School  


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion











