FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN MARCH

March   7
Perpetua & Felicitas, Martyrs
March 17
Patrick, Missionary to Ireland

March 19
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
March 25
The Annunciation of Our Lord (Conception of Jesus)
March 31
Joseph, Patriarch

“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

March   5 - 11  
John 3:3
Confession – What
    
LSB #708

March 12 - 18
John 4:10
Confession – Office of the Keys  LSB #824

March 19 - 25
John 9:5
Sacrament of the Altar – What   
LSB #571

March 26 – Apr. 1  John 11:25-26a  Sacrament of the Altar – Benefit  LSB #430








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00am: “Big Room,” school building; theme of the day lesson, singing, activities
Adult Bible Class, 9:00am: church basement; Kings of Israel/Judah

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am: “Big Room,” school building;  
     Revelation; Handel’s Messiah

OFFICIAL ACTS:

Transfers Out, 2-21-23: Loree Lindner, Jean Lindner, Caleb Lindner, all to Trinity, Gardenville, NV
Peaceful Release, 2-21-23: Craig Lindner
“Dust You Are!  Life Is Yours”

     When we were children, we loved to play outside: riding our bikes, playing in the sandbox, exploring the woods.  There are lots of neat things we could discover outside: In the Summer, perhaps we’d catch grasshoppers and lightning bugs, but then let them go so we could catch them again another day.  In the Winter, we’d play in the snow.

     One thing we find in Winter, Summer, Spring, or Fall is dirt, which can also be called dust.  What did we do with dirt/dust when we were playing outside as children?: perhaps draw pictures in it, made mud pies, kicked it to see how big of a dust cloud we could make.  No matter what we did with the dirt/dust, we always made a mess.

     Dirt/dust is messy.  And God says to Adam that he’s “dust” (Genesis 3:19) – as was also said to us on “Ash Wednesday” when ashes were applied to our foreheads.  When God Made Adam, He Made him out of the dust (Genesis 2:7; 3:19). Can you do that?: Do you think you could make a person out of the dust?: Of course not, because we’re not God.  God Made Adam out of the dust; that was Incredible and Wonderful.

     God also Made Adam perfect; but Adam didn’t remain perfect – he sinned.  So God told him that he was “dust, and to dust [he] would return.”  That means Adam would die because of his sins.  All of us – every human being, you, me, everybody, has come from Adam.  And just like him, we sin; so just like him, we’ll die.
     Just like we can’t take messy dirt/dust and make a person out of it, we can’t make a dead person come back to life either.  But God Can: He takes dust, takes Adam, takes you and me, and Gives us Life, in Jesus!  Jesus took the place of Adam, who sinned; and He takes our place since we sin.  But Jesus never sins, so when He dies, it’s not for His sin, but for ours.  That’s what we focus on during the Lenten Season.

     But we also know what happened after Jesus dies for us: He Rose from the dead; He Lives forever so that He brings us Life forever.  That’s what we anticipate as we look forward to Easter.

     So the next time you remember having fun playing in the dirt/dust, or when you do so with your children and/or grandchildren, remember what Jesus Did for Adam and for you so that you have Life!
          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
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“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What determines when there’s a Cross/Crucifix procession/ recession?

A: This is sort of an arbitrary decision by the pastor.  Some congregations do it for every Service.  I’ve normally done it for major Festival Days.

     The tradition of doing this goes back to the Early Church (first few centuries of the Christianity): Before there were instruments, organs, or bells used in worship, people would just be milling around (no pews!) waiting for the priests to enter to begin the Service.  In order to get everyone’s attention to begin, a tall processional Crucifix would be raised and lead the priests up to the Altar.  During this procession the Introit [i.e., “introduction”] Psalm would be chanted (so basically an opening hymn; but the folks didn’t have hymnals either).

     In later centuries, when an “opening hymn” or “hymn of Invocation” (as is indicated in our hymnal – meaning a Trinitarian hymn) was added (since there were then instrumentation/organs/bells), the Introit was moved to after the Confession & Absolution (which wasn’t added to the Service until after the Reformation).  Some congregations still begin the Service at the Baptismal Font with the Invocation and Confession/Absolution, and then process up to the Introit (so don’t use a regular “opening hymn”).

     I was pleased to see when I arrived here that this congregation also had processional candles (“torches”), which I then learned hadn’t been used for years.  So now we use them only for the Christmas Midnight Candlelight Service, and possibly for the Easter Sunrise Service.

     One last note: Although it is a common practice to face and perhaps bow as the Crucifix passes by, it’s important to realize that we’re not bowing to the Crucifix itself, but to what it represents and reminds us of (as we do with other gestures – bowing in front of the Altar, bowing/folding hands for prayer, kneeling for Confession and prayer, bowing for the Gloria Patri, etc.).
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MID-WEEK LENTEN SCHEDULE

(Wednesday services will be at noon and 7:00pm.  Each Wednesday evening service will be preceded by a soup & sandwich supper at 5:00pm in the school building gymnasium, sponsored by the Ladies Aid.)

“CHRONICLES OF THE KING”

Wed., March 1:
“Blood Money: Asa”

        2 Chron. 14:1-7; 16:1-13
Wed., March 8:
“Strange Bedfellows: Jehoshaphat”

        2 Chron. 17:1-6; 18:1-3; 19:1-7
Wed., March 15:
“Cleaning House: Joash”

         2 Chron. 24:1-4,17-25

Wed., March 22:
“Know Thyself: Uzziah”

         2 Chron. 26:1-5,15b-21

Wed., March 29:
“Our Last Hope: Josiah”

         2 Chron. 34:1-3; 35:20-27

Holy (Maundy) Thursday, April 6: 
“Prepared Food: Hezekiah”

         2 Chron. 30:1-5,10-13,22b-27

Good Friday, April 7:
“WORST. BEST. KING. EVER.: Manasseh”

         2 Chron. 33:1-20

Easter Vigil, April 8 (video only):
“After the End”

         Ezekiel 37:1-14,24-28

Easter Sunrise, April 9:
“Long Lives the King of Kings!”

         Psalm 146
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   2023 Easter Flowers 

Plants can be ordered today through March 6, 2023
Please circle one type:
Lilies   $18.00 each

  Tulips   $14.00 each
Hyacinth  $14.00 each
In the lines below please list the name(s) of your loved one(s) being:   (Circle one of the following)

Honored      Celebrated       Remembered       Other

Given by:

Please include your phone number in case I have any questions.  You can mail your check to me at:

Vicki Koglin

4009 Main

                                 Port Hope, MI  48468              OR

You can put order form and check in my church mailbox.   

Please make your check payable to:  St. John Flower Fund.

Reminder:    Orders are due by March 6, 2023
Payment must be made at time of order.

Any questions, call Vicki at (989) 225-7060
March 
ALTAR GUILD:
Mary Eggert
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of January 2023: 74 
Average Church attendance for the month of January 2022: 91
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of January 2023
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $14,092.00
                                  Loose Offering:  $ 1,131.00        



          TOTAL:            $15,223.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Trustees: $80.00      Missions: $1,680.00  Stained Glass: $230.00
Aisle Candles: $1,570.00  Wellspring: $5.00      
Acolyte Schedule March 2023
	March  1 W 
	
	 
	7:00pm
	Logan Iseler

	March 5  
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler    
	10:00  
	Maddix Thoms    

	March 8 W 
	
	 
	7:00pm 
	Maddix Thoms    

	March 12  
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman    
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    

	March 15 W
	
	
	7:00pm
	Jett Zimmerman

	March 19  
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler
	10:00  
	Maddix Thoms    

	March 22 W  
	
	
	7:00pm
	Brady Iseler    

	March 26    
	8:00  
	Brady Iseler
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler    

	March 29 W
	
	
	7:00pm
	Logan Iseler


	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-552-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-479-7231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889


2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin 
table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

	March Birthdays

	1
	Amanda Friedland
	3
	Kathleen Mausolf
	4
	Eleanor Karg

	
	Sarah Blacker
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	Daniel Schelke  
	7
	Christy Schultz
	8
	Whitaker Bender

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Michael Gaffke                   

	
	
	
	
	
	Caitlyn Kraft

	
	
	
	
	
	Craig Lindner

	9
	Larry Reinke
	10
	Jeanie Woodke
	11
	Tiffany Gardner

	
	
	
	 
	
	Carmen Prill

	
	
	
	
	
	Ann Reinke

	12
	Madison Koglin
	13
	Jen Kelley
	14
	Peggy Emerick

	
	Taylor Reinke
	
	 
	
	 

	15
	Ricky Piotter
	16
	Kristi Conway
	17
	Tia Soper

	
	Patrick Reinke
	
	LaVern Friedland
	
	 

	18
	Dawn Deer
	20
	Don Clark
	21
	Andrew Geiger

	
	Payton Abraham

	
	Roy Mattice
	
	Paul Glotzhober

	
	 
	
	
	
	Steven Schave

	22
	Harold Collings
	23
	Alexander Eilers
	24
	Adam Heldt

	
	Jeanette Piotter 
	
	Bridget Glotzhober
	
	Kelsey Mausolf

	
	Kristal Rink
	
	
	
	Olivia Woodke

	25
	Larry Friedland
	26
	Judy Arndt
	27
	Harvey Pleiness

	
	Jessica Zick
	
	Payton Smaglinski
	
	Anna Scherret

	28
	Apryl Clark
	29
	Makayla Robb
	30
	Charles Fastenau

	
	Tyler Maschke
	
	Makenzie Robb
	
	 

	
	Shelly Rouillard
	
	
	
	

	
	Randy Smaglinski
	
	
	
	

	31
	Shawn Young 
	
	
	
	


If there are any corrections for the Birthday calendar, please call the Church Office 989-428-4140.    
March Wedding Anniversaries  
	Day
	
	Yrs
	

	 4
	Melody & Dan Burton
	  21
	


       
    MARCH BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
	2
	Jason Barc
	4
	Brian Bucholtz
	7      
	Nevin Pleiness

	
	Brandon Bender 
	
	 
	
	Steven Schulz

	8
	Logan Iseler                
	10
	Donald Finkel
	11
	Cindy Chiotti

	
	Jadyn Pitts
	
	Anthony Reinke
	
	

	12
	Arlene Zelz
	13
	Mary Eggert                
	14
	Casey Eggert      

	
	 
	
	     
	
	Tammy Kessel

	
	
	
	   
	
	Carly Smith

	16
	Vicki Bucholtz
	18
	Charles Koglin 
	19
	Eric VerEllen              

	
	Joseph Weiss
	
	
	
	

	20
	Kathleen Mausolf
	21
	Rodney Weiss     
	22
	Joann Muter

	24
	Ricky Joy  
	25
	 Mary Michalski
	 27
	Leroy Koglin, Jr.

	
	
	
	
	
	Emily Pleiness

	28
	Mason Soper
	30
	Jerry Schave
	31
	Jason Bender

	
	
	
	Clinton Weiss
	
	Cathy Woodke


SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: 

In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.
Is there a young man in your congregation you would like to encourage to consider becoming a pastor? How about someone who would be a great Lutheran school teacher, deaconess or DCE? Jesus gives His church people who work full time in service to the Gospel. He told us to pray for such workers. Along with our prayers, the LCMS has begun Set Apart to Serve (SAS), an intentional effort to encourage young people to consider church work as their career. Your opinion can help improve SAS. Please take a brief survey at lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve-survey and let us know how you think SAS can be beneficial to your congregation. Thank you.

March 2023
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Ushers:

1st Lenten   Galen Young, Kevin Arndt 

2nd Lenten: Les Weiss, Steven Weiss, Joe Weiss 

3rd Lenten: Dan Blacker, Larry Finkel, Ricky Finkel

4th Lenten: Don Clark

5th Lenten: Fred Hasen, Harold Collings

Friday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	Friday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	1
10:30 Bible Study

noon Lenten service
5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper
7:00 Lenten service 

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	2Friday IF = “Thursday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 3 "" 


	3
Pastor’s Day Off


	4 

9am-7pm Thumb Circuit Youth Gathering @ Good Shepherd, Cass City

	5  

 
	6
4:00 7th Confirmation Class
	7

	8

10:30 Bible Study

noon Lenten service 

5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten serviceFriday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	9

	10
	11
Pastor’s Day Off




	12
D.S.T. begins
	13
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

6:30-8 MI Dist. Bd. Of Dir’s @ Our Savior, Bad Axe 

7:00 Finance Board


	14
10:00 “Winkel” @ Cass City

	15
10:30 Bible Study

noon Lenten service 

5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten service  

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	16

	17  

Patrick, Missionary to Ireland

	18 

Pastor’s Day Off



	19 
St. Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

	20 Spring Begins[image: image4.png]



4:00 7th Confirmation Class

	21
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees


	22
10:30 Bible Study

noon Lenten service 

5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten serviceFriday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	23

	24

	25
Pastor’s Day Off

The Annunciation of Our Lord


	26
 
	27 
7:00 Finance Board


	28

	2926IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27


 10:30 Bible Study

noon Lenten service 

5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten service
	 3026IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27


 
	 31
28IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29


	Elders: 

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Gary Eggert 989-479-6251

Rick Finkel 989-550-8141

Joe Landenberg 989-551-9899

Larry Reinke 989-551-4203

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931
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St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Greg Schave	    Cody Brown


Joe Landenberg	    Gary Eggert


Tanton Babcock     


	





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School & Bible Class


10:00 Divine Service w/Communion











