FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN MARCH

Mar.   7

Perpetua & Felicitas, Martyrs

Mar. 17

Patrick, Missionary to Ireland
Mar. 19

St. Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
Mar. 24

Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion

Mar. 25

The Annunciation of Our Lord

Mar. 28

Holy (Maundy) Thursday

Mar. 29

Good Friday

Mar. 30

Holy Saturday & Vigil of Easter

Mar. 31

Joseph, Patriarch
Mar. 31

The Resurrection of Our Lord - Easter

“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Mar.   3 -   9  
John 2:19
Holy Baptism – Indicates
LSB #824

Mar. 10 - 16
John 3:14-15
Confession

 
LSB #571

Mar. 17 - 23
Mark 10:43b-45
Confession – Office of the Keys 
LSB #430

Mar. 24 - 30
Mark 14:36
Sacrament of the Altar – What   LSB #s442,438
Mar. 31 – Apr. 6
  Mark 16:6-7
Sacrament of the Altar – Benefit  LSB #s467,458







 (*at least 1st stanza)
unday Bible Class, 9:10am (basement): “A HOLY CONVERSATION: 

     Spiritual Warfare” video (Rev. Dr. Robert Bennett, Exec. Dir., Luther Academy, 

      Fort Wayne, IN) 

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am (school building): “Fasting;” 7 last Words 

     of Jesus from the Cross
“Joyous Hymns on Easter”

     On Easter Sunday (March 31) we sing a lot of joyous hymns, like “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (LSB #457).  The Reason we sing these bright and joyous hymns is because we’re so joyful to say that Jesus Rose from the dead!

     On Good Friday (March 29) (and throughout the Lenten Season),            we remember that Jesus died on the Cross.  So we sing many pretty, but somber, hymns.  When we think of Jesus dying on the Cross for our sins, we sing hymns like “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (LSB #449/450).

     It’s good to sing both kinds of hymns, both somber and joyous hymns: Somber Lent/Good Friday hymns can help us think about Jesus when we’re sad because of our sins; they can help us look at Jesus’ Cross and know He died for us.  Joyous hymns and cheery hymns on Easter (and during the entire Easter Season) help us think about Jesus Rising from the dead and Promising eternal Life.

     There’s a Special Word – a Joyful Word – that we don’t sing during Lent, but do sing the rest of the year, and especially during the Easter Season: It’s “Alleluia!”/“Hallelujah!”  We sing that Word in celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection from the dead.

     This Special Word Means “Praise the Lord!” (Hebrew: “Hallel” = “Praise;” “Jah” [pronounced “Yah”] = “LORD”)  That Word expresses how joyful we are for What the Lord Jesus Did in Rising from the dead.

    There was a simple song from my youth that expresses this sentiment well:


“Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelujah!  Praise Ye the LORD!


  Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelujah!  Praise Ye the LORD!


  Praise Ye the LORD!  Hallelujah!


  Praise Ye the LORD!  Hallelujah!


  Praise Ye the LORD!  Hallelujah!


  Praise Ye the LORD!”

     My family and I pray that you all have a safe and Blessèd Lenten Season and Easter, as we gather together many more times to hear God’s Holy Word.

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
OFFICIAL ACTS:

Adult Confirmation, 2-25-24: Valerie Woodke
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Please explain the Seasons of Lent and Easter.

A: On the Church Year Calendar, both Seasons are considered part of      “THE TIME OF EASTER,” which begins on “Ash Wednesday” and ends with the “7th Sunday of Easter” (though some consider “The Day of Pentecost” the “8th Sunday of Easter”).

     The “Season of Lent” begins with “Ash Wednesday” and ends with midday prayer on “Holy Saturday.”  The “Season of Easter” begins with the “Vigil of Easter” late Easter Eve, and ends with the “7th Sunday of Easter.” (See above regarding “Pentecost Day.”)

     “THE TIME OF EASTER” invites us into the Story of Jesus’ Sacrificial death and His Glorious Resurrection.  The Resurrection of Jesus gives Proof that our Salvation has been Completed, and that our Hope for eternal Life with God is Secure.

     “Easter” was the major celebration of the Early Church, which also set aside the period of preparation to celebrate the “Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord” (“Easter”).  “Lent” was a period of preparation first prescribed for Baptismal candidates: During this period, the candidates were examined in preparation for Baptism at the “Easter (or Paschal) Vigil.”  Later, these 40 days were associated with Jesus’ 40 days in the desert prior to His temptation (Matthew 4:1-11), and with the 40 years the children of Israel spent in the wilderness (Numbers 14:34), becoming a period of preparation for every Christian.

     The Sunday during this Season are not “of Lent,” but “in Lent;” thus the Sundays retain an “Easter” tone, and may be less solemn (except for the omission of the “Gloria in Excelsis” and “Alleluia”s) than the mid-week services that congregations typically offer.  The observations of Lent are concrete reminders of the greater solemnity of this Season, yet Lutherans emphasize the Gospel of Christ as the Central Event to this penitential Season.

     Suggested Readings include Psalm 51; Isaiah 58: 6-12; Joel 2:12-13; Matthew 4:1-11, 6:1-8; and Romans 6:1-4.
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LENTEN SCHEDULE
(Wednesday services will be at noon (“Morning Prayer”) and 7pm (“Evening Prayer”).  Each 7pm service will be preceded by a Soup & Sandwich Supper, provided by the Ladies Aid, from 5:00 – 6:30pm.)

“ST. JOHN PASSION: …”

Wed., March 6


“Whom Do We Follow?”
19:1-16a
Wed., March 13

“Wisdom Has a Friend on the Cross”








19:16b-27

Wed., March 20

“Jesus Finishes the Battle for Your Salvation”







19:28-42
WEEK/EASTER SCHEDULE
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 24
“A Glorious Death”

8:00 & 10:00am



        John 12:20-43
     Breakfast: 9:00am, school building gymnasium


(sponsored by the Bd. of Christian Education)

Holy (Maundy) Thursday, March 28
“Hey, It’s Not about Me!”
7:00pm



    
        Luke 14:12-14

Good Friday (Chief Service), March 29
“Real Life after Good Friday”

1:00pm




        Mark 15:33-34

Good Friday (Tenebrae Vespers), March 29  “Real Life after Good Friday”

7:00pm




        Mark 15:33-34

Holy Saturday, March 30 (video only)  no sermon

am


       Dan. 6:1-24; 1 Pet. 4:1-8; Matt. 27:57-66

Vigil of Easter, March 30
        “A Holy Time – A Time to Be Born”

8:00pm




        John 20:1-18
The Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter Sunrise  “The 8th Day”

6:00am





         John 20:1-18

The Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter Day
“A Startling New Reality!”


10:00am




         Mark 16:1-8

ALTAR GUILD:
Mary Eggert
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of January 2024: 80 
Average Church attendance for the month of January 2023: 74
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of January 2024
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $16,638.00
                                  Loose Offering:  $ 2,895.00        



          TOTAL:             $19,533.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Trustees: $40.00          Missions: $55.00          Debt: $690.00
Tuition:  $120.00            Youth Ministry:  $100.00     

Acolyte Schedule March 2024
	March 3  
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Sophia Koglin

	March 6 W 
	
	 
	7:00pm 
	Jensen Zimmerman    

	March 10  
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Sophia Koglin

	March 13 W
	
	
	7:00pm
	Jensen Zimmerman

	March 17  
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	March 20 W  
	
	
	7:00pm
	Jett Zimmerman

	March 24    
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Sophia Koglin

	March 28  Th
	
	
	7:00pm
	Brady Iseler

	March 29   F
	1:00
	Maddix Thoms
	7:00pm
	Sophia Koglin

	March 30  Sa
	
	
	8:00pm
	Brady Iseler

	March 31
	6:00
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00
	Sophia Koglin


Acolyte Numbers for Substitutions
	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Brady Iseler
	810-479-1231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889

	Sophia Koglin
	989-553-2112
	Jett/Jensen Zimmerman
	989-552-7822


2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin 
table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

	March Birthdays

	1
	Amanda Friedland
	3
	Kathleen Mausolf
	4
	Eleanor Karg

	
	Sarah Blacker
	
	 
	
	 

	6
	Daniel Schelke  
	7
	Christy Schultz
	8
	Whitaker Bender

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Michael Gaffke                   

	
	
	
	
	
	Caitlyn Kraft

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Larry Reinke
	10
	Jeanie Woodke
	11
	Tiffany Gardner

	
	
	
	 
	
	Carmen Prill

	
	
	
	
	
	Ann Reinke

	12
	Madison Koglin
	13
	Jen Kelley
	14
	Peggy Emerick

	
	Taylor Reinke
	
	 
	
	 

	15
	RickPiotter
	16
	Kristi Conway
	17
	Tia Soper

	
	Patrick Reinke
	
	LaVern Friedland
	
	 

	18
	Dawn Deer
	20
	Don Clark
	21
	Andrew Geiger

	
	Payton Abraham

	
	Roy Mattice
	
	Steven Schave

	
	 
	
	
	
	

	22
	Harold Collings
	23
	Alexander Eilers
	24
	Adam Heldt

	
	Jeanette Piotter 
	
	Bridget Glotzhober
	
	Kelsey Mausolf

	
	Kristal Rink
	
	
	
	Olivia Woodke

	25
	Larry Friedland
	26
	Judy Arndt
	27
	Harvey Pleiness

	
	Jessica Zick
	
	Payton Smaglinski
	
	Anna Scherret

	28
	Apryl Clark
	29
	Makayla Robb
	30
	Charles Fastenau

	
	Tyler Maschke
	
	Makenzie Robb
	
	 

	
	Shelly Rouillard
	
	
	
	

	
	Randy Smaglinski
	
	
	
	

	31
	Shawn Young 
	
	
	
	


If there are any corrections for the Birthday calendar, please call the Church Office 989-428-4140.    
23rd Annual Living Passion Drama
St. Michael Lutheran Church, Richville will host their 23rd annual Living Passion Drama with performances on Friday, March 22nd at 6:00PM and 7:30PM, and Saturday, March 23rd at 4:30PM, 6:00PM and 7:30PM.  Come to the church to watch this live performance in scenes presented in the Sanctuary.  You’ll see live action scenes of what our Lord endured before He Gave His Life for us on the Cross.  Because of His Sacrifice, we have the Promise of Eternal Life with Him in Heaven.  Fellowship and refreshments follow the presentation.  We are located at 3455 S. Van Buren Road, Richville, near the intersection of M-46 and M-15.  For more information, you can call the church office at 989-868-4791, or visit their website at stmichaelsrichville.com.  

March Wedding Anniversaries
	Day
	
	Yrs
	

	 4
	Melody & Dan Burton
	  22
	


MARCH BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
	2
	Jason Barc
	4
	Brian Bucholtz
	7      
	Nevin Pleiness

	
	Brandon Bender 
	
	 
	
	Steven Schulz

	8
	Logan Iseler                
	10
	Donald Finkel
	11
	Cindy Chiotti

	
	Jadyn Pitts
	
	Anthony Reinke
	
	

	
	
	13
	Mary Eggert                
	14
	Casey Eggert      

	
	 
	
	     
	
	Tammy Hart

	
	
	
	   
	
	Carly Smith

	16
	Vicki Bucholtz
	18
	Charles Koglin 
	19
	Eric VerEllen              

	
	Joseph Weiss
	
	
	
	

	20
	Kathleen Mausolf
	21
	Rodney Weiss     
	22
	Joann Muter

	24
	Rick Joy  
	25
	 Mary Michalski
	 27
	Leroy Koglin, Jr.

	
	
	
	
	
	Emily Pleiness

	
	
	30
	Jerry Schave
	31
	Jason Bender

	
	
	
	Clinton Weiss
	
	Cathy Woodke


SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE
:
In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.  Special Note:  If the evening Lenten service is cancelled, the soup and sandwich supper will be cancelled also.
HIGH SCHOOL ORATORY CONTEST

Students in grades 9-12 are to research, write and present an original 5-7 minute pro-life speech on the issue of abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, or embryonic stem cell research (including human cloning). Speeches must be typed in full and submitted with the contestant’s application by April 4th.  The local contest is April 6th at 2:00pm at the Bad Axe Steakhouse. Please contact Debra Ramento at 918-902-7881 for rules and an application. Cash prizes of $300, $200, and $100 will be awarded at the local level.  First place will advance to the state contest.  The state contest will be held May 25th at St. Thomas Aquinas church in East Lansing with cash prizes of $500, $300, and $200.
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2024 Easter Flowers 
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Plants can be ordered today through March 5, 2024.  

$20.00 each 

Please circle one type:     

                Lilies                 Tulips          Hyacinths

In the lines below please list the name(s) of your loved one(s):   (Circle one of the following)

In Memory of              In Honor of

Given by:

Please include your phone number in case I have any questions.  You can mail your check to me at:

Vicki Koglin

4009 Main

                                 Port Hope, MI  48468                       OR

You can put order form and check in my church mailbox.   

Please make your check payable to:  St. John Flower Fund.

Reminder:    Orders are due by March 5, 2024

Payment must be made at time of order.

Any questions, call Vicki at (989) 225-7060
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March 2024
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Ushers: 
1st Lenten:   Galen Young, Kevin Arndt 

2nd Lenten: Les Weiss, Steven Weiss, Joe Weiss 

3rd Lenten: Dan Blacker, Larry Finkel, Ricky Finkel

4th Lenten: Don Clark
5th Lenten: Fred Hasen, Harold Collings

Friday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	Maundy Thursday:  Terry Emerick, Alan McTaggart
Good Friday:  Randy Smaglinski, Cody Siemen, Marv Koglin, Bryce SchaveFriday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	
	
	1


	2 

Pastor’s Day Off




	3  

 
	4

4:00 6th Confirmation Class
	5


	6
10:30 Bible Study

noon Lenten service 

5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten serviceFriday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	7


	8
Pastor’s Day Off



	9

10:00am  L.W.M.L. Zone Board Meeting @ Unionville




	10
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 D.S.T. begins 
	11

4:00  6th Confirmation Class

6:00  Finance Board


	12

10:00  “Winkel” @ Sandusky

	13

10:30 Bible Study
noon Lenten service 

5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten service  

Friday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	14


	15  


	16 

Pastor’s Day Off



	17 

Patrick, Missionary to Ireland

	18 
4:00  6th Confirmation Class

	19  Spring Begins
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees

St. Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
	20

10:30 Bible Study

noon Lenten service 

5:00 Soup/Sandwich Supper

7:00 Lenten serviceFriday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	21


	22


	23
Pastor’s Day Off



	24 Palm/Passion Sunday

9:00 Breakfast in gym
 
	25 
6:00 Finance Board

The Annunciation of Our Lord

	26


	2726IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27


10:30 Bible Study


	 28 Holy (Maundy) Thursday 26IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27


7:00 Divine Service w/Communion & stripping of chancel 

	 29 Good Friday

1:00  Chief Service

7:00  Tenebrae Vespers

28IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29


	30 Holy Saturday
am  Holy Saturday (video only)   

8:00pm  Easter Vigil Service


	31 The Resurrection of Our Lord - Easter
6:00  Sunrise Divine Service w/Communion

10:00  Divine Service w/ Communion


	
	
	
	
	
	Elders: 

Dan Blacker 989-553-6144
Don Clark 989-551-2255

Harold Collings 989-550-7618

Gary Eggert 989-553-7259

Rick Finkel 989-550-8141

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931
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St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Greg Schave	    Cody Brown


Joe Landenberg	    Gary Eggert


Tanton Babcock     


	





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School & Bible Class


10:00 Divine Service w/Communion











