FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN MAY

May   1

Sts. Philip & James, Apostles
May   2

Athanasius of Alexandria, Pastor & Confessor (namesake of 

      Athanasian Creed)
May   4

Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor & Missionary
May   5

Frederick the Wise, Christian Ruler
May   7

C.F.W. Walther, Theologian (1st Pres. of L.C.-M.S.)
May   9

Job

May 11

Cyril & Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs
May 21

Emperor Constantine, Christian Ruler; & Helena, Mother of 









Constantine
May 24

Esther
May 25

Bede the Venerable, Theologian
May 26

The Ascension of Our Lord

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Jr. Confirmation Classes:
     7th-grade (school building): Mondays, 5:30 - 7:00pm; Small Catechism & 


Workbook, videos, handouts
     6th-grade (school building): Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:30pm; Small Catechism &

Workbook, videos, handouts     
Wednesday Bible Study (school building): 10:30 - 11:30am; 1, 2, & 3 John
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

May   1 -   7
John 10:11
Daily Prayers – Thanks

LSB #709

May   8 - 14
John 16:22
Table of Duties – Pastors       
LSB #483

May 15 - 21
John 16:15
Table of Duties – Hearers      
LSB #556

May 22 - 28
John 16:30
Table of Duties – Government
LSB #766

May 29 – June 4  John 15:26-27a  Table of Duties – Citizens 
LSB #539







    (*at least 1st stanza)
“Your Inheritance”

     Most of us will (or should!) have a “will” written up at some point.  A will is a legal document that lays out what would happen to our possessions if/when we die.  It says that certain people we love very much will get some of our things.  For example, perhaps you love very much your vehicle, house, pet, prized book or movie, etc.; or really any asset you have.  If something happens to you, you want your spouse, kids, family, best friend, etc., to have those things.  It means something special to you, and you know it’ll be special to them (at least you hope so!).  And, of course, we pray that there’ll be no arguing or strife caused by what you left to whom.
     A will usually requires a lawyer and witnesses; it must have special kinds of words in it (“legalese”); and somebody has to sign it to show that you mean what you said.  Otherwise, somebody could write a fake will for someone else and try to take that person’s stuff!  There are usually special people who make sure a will is followed.  Changing somebody else’s will without the person’s permission is a very serious matter.  You just don’t do that! 

     Jesus didn’t have a lot of stuff when He died.  But Jesus had some Things we don’t have by nature: Forgiveness from God for our sins and eternal Life with God. We don’t have eternal Life – we get old, sick, and we die.
     Jesus had both Forgiveness and eternal Life, and on the night before He was crucified, He made a Will and said that He Wanted all of His Things – Forgiveness and eternal Life with God – to be Given to those He Loves.  He Wanted you and me to have Them!

     He Gave the Lord’s Supper as His “last Will and Testament”:

“Drink of It, all of you; this Cup is the New Testament in My Blood, which is Shed for you for the Forgiveness of sins.”

And just like a human will shouldn’t be changed once the person’s died, neither should our Lord’s – that is, no one has the right to change what Jesus Meant in Giving His Supper/Will, nor what He used in Giving It (i.e., bread and wine).
     That’s what St. Paul means when he Writes in Ephesians 1:18 about “the Riches of [God’s] Glorious Inheritance in the saints.”  An inheritance is the stuff someone else gives you, wills to you, when he/she dies.  Jesus didn’t have earthly riches like money or a car or a house or even fancy clothes; but He did have the Forgiveness of sins and eternal Life to Offer us all.  You’re the “saints” to whom He Gives these Possessions.  The “saints” are all those who believe in Jesus, who keep His Promises close to their hearts.

     We don’t have a fancy Will Certificate from Jesus; but we do have His Word, where It says, “I AM the Resurrection and the Life.  Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live” (John 11:25).  That’s His Will for us.

     As we celebrate Jesus’ Ascension this month (May 26), we also look forward to His Glorious Return when we’ll celebrate that we joyfully received His “Inheritance” with all the “saints”!  
  



In His service & yours, Pastor Dodge

 THE INSTALLATION OF THE REV. DR. MATTHEW DURANCE
     The Installation of the Rev. Dr. Matthew Durance as Pastor of Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Harbor Beach, MI, will take place at 3:00pm on Sunday, May 22, at Zion.  Pastor Dodge will serve as the liturgist, and Pastor Hales (St. John, Palms, & Trinity, Forestville) will be the lector (reader).  All are invited to attend this special occasion.  A meal will follow.  Further details will be announced in church.
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What does Jesus “sitting at the Right Hand of God the Father Almighty” mean?

A: The meaning of this phrase of the Creed (based on Mark 16:19, et al) is very Important, as those who deny Jesus’ Real and Physical Presence in the Lord’s Supper say that since He’s “Sitting at the Right Hand of the Father He can’t be down here in a piece of bread and in wine too.” (I.e., “He can’t be two places at the same time – let alone in millions of places [where the Lord’s Supper is being celebrated] at the same time.”)

     First of all, the claim that Jesus Christ can’t be in more than one place at a time is absurd.  He’s God!: By definition, He can be anywhere – and in as many places as He Wants to be – at any time.  Why would people want to limit God?  St. Paul Writes in Ephesian 4:10, “He … Ascended far above all the heavens, that He might Fill all things.” (The N.I.V. puts it, “…, in order to Fill the whole Universe.”) 

     Second, note that it says, “Sitting at the Right Hand …,” not “on the Right Hand …”  God the Father doesn’t have a “Right Hand” to sit on, as He doesn’t have a body – only God the Son has a physical Body.  So, what does “Sitting at the Right Hand …” mean?  This leads to the third point:

     When someone is at someone’s “right hand,” what does that mean?  In other words, if someone is someone else’s “right hand man,” what does that mean?: It’s a position of power/authority.  It’s the same with Jesus: He’s at God the Father’s “Side” in the ultimate Position of Power/ Authority.  As Jesus was about to Ascend, He said to the Disciples/ Apostles:

“All Authority in Heaven and on earth has been Given to Me [by the Father].” (Matthew 28:18)

     In short, this phrase simply means that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is exercising His Kingships of Power (over everything by virtue of God’s Creation) and Grace (over the Church on Earth).

OFFICIAL ACTS
Death: Sharon Fuhrman, 4-21-22 (funeral: 4-26-22)

Thank-you to the choir for singing at both our Easter celebrations and for the Synod’s 175th anniversary service.
Festival Ascension Eve Divine Service  - On Wednesday, May 25 at 7:00 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church in Auburn, Michigan will be hosting a festival Ascension Eve Divine Service. The preachers for this service will be Rev. Christopher Vossler of St. Paul, Sanford, Rev. Phillip Baerwolf of Zion, Bay City, and Rev. Aaron Schian of Grace, Auburn. The organists will be Jon Eifert of St. Michael, Richville and Nathan Beethe of Grace, Auburn. There will be a Mass Choir made up of members from area congregations, brass, and organ. Anyone who wishes to participate in the mass choir should contact Nathan Beethe at kantor.graceauburn@gmail.com.  Please mark your calendars for this exciting event! I've also included some promotional materials I hope you will use to promote this service in your congregation. We hope you will join us! 
2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

May
ALTAR GUILD:
Connie Wilkowski
Becky Dodge 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of March 2022: 89
Average Church attendance for the month of March 2021: 93
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of March 2022
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $  9,555.00
                                  Loose Offering:$      275.00        



          TOTAL:            $   9,830.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $50.00   Stained Glass: $250.00    
Acolyte Schedule May 2022

	May 1 
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Brady Iseler

	May 8 
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    
	9:30  
	Logan Iseler

	May 15 
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler
	9:30  
	Brady Iseler

	May 22 
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	May 26
	
	
	6pm
	Jett Zimmerman

	May 29 
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Brady Iseler


	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
	
	


May Baptism Birthdays 
	Day
	
	Day
	
	Day
	

	1
	Taylor Reinke
	4
	Dawn Deer
	5    
	Tyler Maschke

	
	
	
	Susan Thoms
	
	Terra Ginther

	
	
	
	
	
	Terry Reinke

	6
	Albert Bender                
	7
	Hunter Iseler
	8
	Rohen Martin 

	
	Kelli Inda
	
	Jeanette Piotter
	
	

	   
	Dan Neuenfeldt
	
	DeClan Schultz
	
	

	9
	Linda Kelly
	11
	Gary Eggert                
	12
	Eva Abraham      

	
	 
	
	     
	
	David Friedland

	
	
	
	
	
	Andrew Geiger

	13
	 Larry Zick
	14
	 Kayla Michalski
	16
	Cody Brown

	17
	Bridget Glotzhober
	18
	Kristi Conway
	19
	Ryan Abraham

	
	Kurtiss Reinke
	
	
	
	Roger Friedland

	
	
	
	
	
	Fred Hasen

	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Duane Koglin
	22
	Corinne Damm
	23
	Mark Iseler

	
	Jeffrey Woodke
	
	 
	
	Amber Terrasi

	
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	John Kelley
	28
	Jeanie Woodke
	29 
	Scott Maschke

	
	Jacob Pleiness
	
	
	 
	Kody Strieter

	
	Gregory Schave
	
	
	
	

	
	Tamara Talaski
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	30
	Nicholas Lang
	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Kristal Rink
	 
	
	 
	               

	
	Theodore Rink
	
	
	
	


Wedding Anniversaries 
	Day
	
	Yrs

	10
	Daniel & Ardith Blacker
	  47

	
	Dennis & Jennifer Kelley
	36

	13
	Brian & Jennifer Iseler
	22

	15
	Michael &Kimberly Brown
	18

	23
	Arnold & Marie Kessel
	35

	28
	Jerry & Carol Kube
	34

	30
	Merl & Patsy Eggert   
	30


May Birthdays 
	Day
	
	Day
	
	Day
	

	3
	Gregory Schave
	4
	Nicholas Lang
	
	

	5
	 Alexis Bucholtz
	6
	 Albert Kessel
	7
	 Jenna Arndt

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Corey Finkel

	 
	 
	
	
	
	Sarah Neuenfeldt

	
	
	
	
	
	Marci Pionk

	8
	Merl Eggert
	9
	Nathan Terrasi
	10
	Alan Ackerman

	
	Kathleen Schave
	
	
	
	Heather Karg

	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Ronald Arndt
	12
	Sally Arndt
	13
	Gennifer Leiweke

	
	Emily Golombisky
	
	Linda Johnson
	
	Deanna May

	
	Larry Harwood
	
	Alan McTaggart
	
	

	
	
	
	Jentry Zimmerman
	
	

	15
	Keith Brown
	16
	Mary Koth
	17
	Jasper Abraham

	
	Ray Emerick
	
	Ryan Woodke
	
	Kendra Abraham

	
	Joseph Mader
	
	Ardith Wooster
	
	Milton Iseler

	
	
	
	
	
	Mark McTaggart

	
	
	
	
	
	Prestin Smith

	18
	Jason Barc
	19
	Robert Prill
	20
	Daniel Blacker

	
	Nicole Lloyd
	
	Kenneth Steinbis
	
	Bradley Voss

	
	Carly Smith
	
	Stephanie VerEllen
	
	

	22
	Kyle Mausolf
	24
	Patsy Eggert
	25
	Myron Muter

	
	Linda Schultz
	
	Konnie May
	
	Trent Popour

	
	Meadow Williamson
	
	Kim Pleiness
	
	

	
	
	
	Eli Ross
	
	

	
	
	
	Larry Schave
	
	

	26
	Jeffrey Lange
	27
	William Scherret
	30
	James Bailey

	31
	Joy Derek
	
	
	
	

	
	Bryce Schave
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May 2022

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1

Sts. Philip & James, Apostles 
	2 

5:30 7th Confirmation Class


	3
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
	4
10:30 Bible Study


	5
 


	6
 Pastor @ E.L.M.S. @ Detroit

	7
Pastor’s Day Off

	8
[image: image1.png]Mothers Do





	9
 7:00 Finance Board
N.&E. Region
Pastors’ Conference 
@ Lewiston
	10

	11

	12

	13
 
	14
Pastor’s Day Off

	15

  
	16

5:30 7th Confirmation Class

 7:00 Ladies Aid Meeting at the school
 
	17
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees

 
	18
10:30 Bible Study


	19

	20
Pastor’s Day Off
 
	21
4:00 graveside for Helen Engel Mueller @ New River Cemetery

	22
3 Installation of Rev. Dr. Matthew Durance at Zion, Harbor Beach (meal follows)
	23
5:30 7th Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board  


	24
4:00 6th Confirmation Class
	25
10:30 Bible Study


	26
7:00 Worship w/Communion

The Ascension of Our Lord

	27

	28
Pastor’s Day Off 31IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  29 "" 



	29
 
	30 Office Closed
	31
 
	
	
	
	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Dan Blacker	    Fred Hasen	


Larry Finkel	    Harold Collings


Ricky Finkel�	                    �Ushers:  


Ascension: Greg S, Joe L, Tanton Babcock


 


Good Friday: Marv Koglin, Bryce Schave











SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








