FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN MAY

May   1

St. Philip & St. James, Apostles
May   2

Athanasius of Alexandria, Pastor & Confessor (namesake of 

  Athanasian Creed)
May   4

Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor & Missionary
May   5

Frederick the Wise, Christian Ruler
May   7

C.F.W. Walther, Theologian (1st Pres. of L.C.-M.S.)
May   9

Job

May 11

Cyril & Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs

May 18

The Ascension of Our Lord

May 21

Emperor Constantine, Christian Ruler; & Helena, Mother of 

May 24

Esther





Constantine

May 25

Bede the Venerable, Theologian

May 28

The Day of Pentecost

May 31

The Visitation (of Mary to Elizabeth)
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

May   7 - 13  
John 14:12
Daily Prayers – Thanks
 
LSB #633

May 14 - 20
John 14:16-17a
Table of Duties – Pastors 
LSB #556

May 21 - 27
John 17:11b
Table of Duties – Hearers   
LSB #539

May 28 – June 3  John 7:38-39a
Table of Duties – Government
LSB #497








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00am: “Big Room,” school building; theme of the day lesson, singing, activities
Adult Bible Class, 9:00am: church basement; Gospel Readings

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am: “Big Room,” school building;  
     Handel’s Messiah

“The Red Stole of Pentecost”
     I recently taught the Confirmands about the “5th Chief Part” of the Catechism – “Confession & Absolution” and the “Office of the Keys.”  This is also where we discuss the “Office of the Public Ministry” – the “Pastoral Office” (those men Called to publicly administer the “Keys” on behalf of the congregation and God).  Part of that discussion involves encouraging the boys to consider that Office as a future vocation, and also what the pastoral attire and “vestments” (robes, etc.) represent.

     As you know, for the entire Easter Season the paraments and vestment color is white.  Pastors wear a white robe (“alb”) or a black robe with a shorter white robe over it (“cassock” & “surplice”); that is, pastors don’t choose whatever they want to wear, because wearing special “pastor clothes” – especially the stole – instead of his own choice reminds him that pastors don’t say whatever they choose to say; rather, pastors promise in their Ordination vows to say only what God’s Word in the Bible says.

     On the “Day of Pentecost” (May 28 this year) the color of the paraments and stole changes from Easter white to Pentecost red – which reminds us how the pastor’s able to speak those Words from the Bible.

     Why red for Pentecost?: What do you think of when you see red?: Maybe “stop” – but that’s not it in this case.  Red also makes us think of fire.  And on Pentecost, little flames of fire came over all the Apostles’ heads.  That was a Signal that God the Holy Spirit had Come to them.  Pentecost is the Day we celebrate the Holy Spirit Coming to us 50 (“Pentecost”) days after Easter.

     Here’s What the Holy Spirit Does: When we read or hear God’s Word in the Bible, the Holy Spirit Comes in the Word and Causes us to believe It.  Every Word of the Bible is not only about Jesus, but is actually Jesus Himself in Written/Spoken Form (cf. John 1:1-4,14).  It Tells us how we need Jesus as our Savior and How He Saved us by dying on the Cross for us, then Rising from the dead and Ascending back to Heaven (40 days after Easter, May 18 this year), and His Return on the Last Day.  The Holy Spirit Causes us to believe That, and then we have eternal Life now and in Heaven forever.
     But the Holy Spirit also Enables us to tell people about Jesus.  He Uses pastors to tell you about Jesus publicly; but who else tells people about Jesus in their everyday lives?: parents, Sunday School teachers, Christian day school teachers, family, friends, and others.  Even though they don’t wear a special robe like pastors, they still tell you about Jesus.  You get to tell others about Jesus too; you sing the hymns, and participate in the worship Services – the words you’re saying/singing are all about Jesus.

     And when you see the pastor in his alb with a red stole, you have a wonderful reminder: The Spirit’s Using him to tell you about Jesus!

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
OFFICIAL ACTS:
Peaceful Release, 4-16-23: Doreen Furness

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.   Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: How are the colors of the various Church Year Seasons determined?

A: Though I don’t know the exact time they were determined during the first few centuries A.D., they’re really quite logical.  They’re listed by initial on LSB pp.x-xi in the very front of the hymnal.

     Beginning with Advent, the color is blue (more recent; the color of royalty – the King is Coming!) or purple/violet (traditional; the color of repentance & our need for the King to Come).  

     Then the color of Christmas is white (Christ’s Purity); followed by Epiphany Season green (growth/spread of Jesus’ Ministry through various “Manifestations” of His Lordship; though Epiphany Day is white – the visit of the Wise Men to see the Christ-Child; and the last Sunday of the Season is always the “Transfiguration” of Jesus, thus the color is white as Jesus’ Body was in that Event).  

     Next is the Lenten Season, which is purple/violet (again the color of repentance, as the focus is on what Jesus went through for our sins; beginning with Ash Wednesday black [ashes] and ending with Good Friday and Holy Saturday black [death]; Holy Week can be scarlet [blood] or remain purple/violet, with Holy [Maundy] Thursday also having the option of white [Institution of the Lord’s Supper]).

     Easter Day is white or gold (Christ’s Purity & celebration), with the rest of the Season being white.

     The Day of Pentecost is red (the Holy Spirit’s Flames of Fire on the Apostles’ heads), followed the next Sunday by Holy Trinity Sunday being white (Triune God).  The rest of the long Season is green (Growth of the Church).

     For Festival Days, the color is determined by the person or event being celebrated.  If the person was Martyred (executed for the Faith – all of the Apostles except John) the color is red (shed blood).  If the person died of natural causes (e.g., John, Timothy, Titus) the color is white (Mary’s color is also white as there’s no record of her death).  Most of the Event Days are white (Naming of Jesus, Presentation of Jesus, Annunciation, Visitation, All Saints’ Day, etc.)  Reformation Day and official Church celebrations (e.g., Ordinations/Installations, pastor funerals, congregational anniversaries, Confirmation, etc.) are red (related to the Holy Spirit’s Work in Preserving the Truth).  Commemoration Days (LSB pp.xii-xiii) aren’t assigned colors; so, if acknowledged, they’d have the same color as that regular Season (as do      Baptisms and weddings).

May
ALTAR GUILD:
Connie Wilkowski
Becky Dodge 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of March 2023: 80
Average Church attendance for the month of March 2022: 89
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of March 2023
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $ 13,864.00
                                  Loose Offering:$       432.00        



          TOTAL:            $  14,296.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $70.00   Stained Glass: $80.00  
Due to the overwhelming support to the Stained Glass Window Fund we are glad to say that we have surpassed what was needed to be raised in order to complete this project.  With that being said, we have had to create a new fund called the Debt Fund as we were roughly -$27,000.00 for the 2022 calendar year.  You will see the progress of that just as you did with the Stained Glass Fund.  As always, thank you for your generosity.
Diaper Shower: To celebrate Mother’s Day, we will again be participating in the Lutherans for Life "Diaper Shower" from Mother's Day (May 14) through Father's Day (June 18). A portable crib will be in the entryway to accept your donations, which will be given to Positive Alternatives in Bad Axe.
Acolyte Schedule May 2023
	May 7 
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	May 14
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler

	May 18 
	
	
	7pm  
	Jett Zimmerman

	May 21
	8:00
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00
	Brady Iseler

	May 28 
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler


	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889


May Birthdays 
	Day
	
	Day
	
	Day
	

	3
	Gregory Schave
	4
	Nicholas Lang
	    
	

	5
	Alexis Bucholtz
	6
	Albert Kessel
	7
	Jenna Arndt

	
	
	
	
	
	Corey Finkel

	
	
	
	
	
	Sarah Neuenfeldt 

	
	
	
	
	
	Marci Pionk

	8   
	Merl Eggert
	
	Nathan Terrasi
	10
	Alan Ackerman

	
	Kathleen Schave
	
	
	
	Heather Karg      

	11
	Ronald Arndt
	12
	Sally Arndt
	13
	Gennifer Leiweke

	
	Emily Golombisky
	
	Linda Johnson
	
	Deanna May

	
	Larry Harwood
	
	Alan McTaggart
	
	

	
	
	
	Jentry Zimmerman
	
	

	15
	Keith Brown
	16
	Mary Koth
	17
	Jasper Abraham

	
	Ray Emerick
	
	Ryan Woodke
	
	Kendra Abraham

	
	Joseph Mader
	
	Ardith Wooster
	
	Milton Iseler

	
	
	
	
	
	Mark McTaggart

	
	
	
	
	
	Prestin Smith

	18
	Jason Barc
	19
	Robert Prill
	 20
	Daniel Blacker

	
	Nicole Lloyd
	
	Kenneth Steinbis
	
	Bradley Voss

	
	Carly Smith
	
	Stephanie VerEllen
	
	

	22
	Kyle Mausolf
	24
	Patsy Eggert
	 25
	 Myron Muter

	
	Linda Schultz
	 
	Konnie May
	 
	 Trent Popour            

	
	
	
	Kim Pleiness
	
	

	
	
	
	Eli Ross
	
	

	
	
	
	Larry Schave
	
	

	26
	Jeffrey Lange
	27
	William Scherret
	31
	Joy Derek

	
	
	
	
	
	Bryce Schave


Wedding  Anniversaries 
	Day
	
	Yrs

	10
	Daniel & Ardith Blacker
	48

	
	Dennis & Jennifer Kelley
	37

	13
	Brian & Jennifer Iseler
	23

	15
	Michael & Kimberly Brown
	19

	23
	Arnold & Marie Kessel
	36

	28
	Jerry & Carol Kube
	35

	30
	Merl & Patsy Eggert   
	31


May Baptism Birthdays 
	Day
	
	Day
	
	Day
	

	1
	Taylor Reinke
	4
	Dawn Deer
	5
	Terra Ginther

	
	
	
	Susan Thoms
	
	Tyler Maschke

	
	 
	
	 
	
	Terry Reinke

	6 
	Albert Bender 
	7
	Hunter Iseler
	8
	Rohen Martin

	
	Kelli Inda
	
	Jeanette Piotter
	
	

	
	Dan Neuenfeldt
	
	DeClan Schultz
	
	

	9
	Linda Kelly
	11
	Gary Eggert
	12
	Eva Abraham

	
	
	
	
	
	David Friedland

	
	
	
	
	
	Andrew Geiger

	13
	Larry Zick
	14
	Kayla Michalski
	16
	Cody Brown

	17
	Bridget Glotzhober
	18
	Kristi Conway
	19
	Ryan Abraham

	
	Kurtiss Reinke
	
	
	
	Roger Friedland

	
	
	
	
	
	Fred Hasen

	20
	Duane Koglin
	22
	Corinne Damm
	23
	Mark Iseler

	
	Jeffrey Woodke
	
	
	
	Amber Terrasi

	
	Chad Johnson
	
	
	
	

	24
	John Kelley
	28
	Jeanie Woodke
	29
	Scott Maschke

	
	Jacob Pleiness
	
	
	
	Kody Strieter

	
	Gregory Schave
	
	
	
	

	
	Tamara Talaski
	
	
	
	

	30
	Nicholas Lang
	
	
	
	

	
	Kristal Rink
	
	
	
	

	
	Theodore Rink
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May 2023

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	

	1

N.&E. Region Pastors’ Conference @ Bay City

Sts. Philip & James, Apostles 
	2

	3
Pastor Vacation
	4
 


	5

	6
Pastor’s Day Off

	7
Pastor Vacation
4:00 7th Confirmation Class
	8
 7:00 Finance Board

	9

	10
10:30 Bible Study 


	11

	12
11:00 Pastor @ E.L.M.S. @ Hartland
 
	1 =F6+1 3
Pastor’s Day Off

	14
10:00 Baptism

4:00 7th Confirmation Class
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	15
 
	16
5:30 LWML Day of Prayer @ Immanuel, Sebewaing
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees

 
	17
10:30 Bible Study


	18
7:00 Worship w/Communion
The Ascension of Our Lord
	19
 
	20
Pastor’s Day Off

	21    
8:00 “Graduates Sunday”
  [image: image2.png]



4:00 7th Confirmation Class

       
	22
7:00 Finance Board  


	23

	24
10:30 Bible Study


	25

	26

	27
Pastor’s Day Off 31IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  29 "" 



	28
The Day of Pentecost
	29 Office Closed
	30
 
	31
10:30 Bible Study

The Visitation
	
	
	Elders: 

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Gary Eggert 989-479-6251

Rick Finkel 989-550-8141

Joe Landenberg 989-551-9899

Larry Reinke 989-551-4203

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931






Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:00


Dan Blacker	    Fred Hasen	


Larry Finkel	    Harold Collings


Ricky Finkel�	                    �Ushers:  


Ascension: Greg S, Joe L, Tanton Babcock


 


Good Friday: Marv Koglin, Bryce Schave











SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School/Bible Class


10:00 Divine Service w/Communion





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








