FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN NOVEMBER

Nov.   1

All Saints’ Day

Nov.   8

Johannes von Staupitz, Luther’s Father Confessor
Nov.   9

Martin Chemnitz (birth), Pastor & Confessor
Nov. 11

Martin of Tours, Pastor (Luther’s namesake)
Nov. 14

Emperor Justinian, Christian Ruler & Confessor of Christ
Nov. 19

Elizabeth of Hungary, Helper of the Poor & Sick

Nov. 23

Clement of Rome, Pastor
Nov. 29

Noah

Nov. 30

St. Andrew, Apostle
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Nov.   5 - 11  
Matt. 23:11-12
Ten Commandments – Close
LSB #585

Nov. 12 - 18
Matt. 25:13
Apostles’ Creed – Art. 1 
LSB #516

Nov. 19 - 25
Matt. 25:21,23
Apostles’ Creed – Art. 2 
LSB #508

Nov. 26 – Dec. 2  Matt. 25:34
Apostles’ Creed – Art. 3
  
LSB #532








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:10am (school building): Theme of the day; various

     materials, activities
Sunday Bible Class, 9:10am (basement): Synod Convention Bible study –                           “We Preach Christ Crucified”

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am (school building): Handel’s Messiah
OFFICIAL ACTS:

Peaceful Releases, 10-15-23: Joel Gaffke; Kenley Gaffke; Dawn (Zinger) Lawrence; Laura Zinger; Paul Glotzhober; Linda Krueger
Death, 10-1-23: Jason Schultz
“Who Is Blessed?”

     What are some things that make you happy?: a new car? eating a favorite food? playing a video game? sports? traveling? your family? – all these things might make us happy, because they’re things we want.  There’s nothing wrong with these things; in fact, God’s Goodness is so Great that He Gives us much more than we need, like all sorts of fun gifts like these.
     In the “All Saints’ Day” (Nov. 1) Gospel (Matthew 5:1-12, the “Beatitudes”), Jesus Describes people who are “Blessed.”  What does it Mean to be “Blessed”?: We might hear people say they’re “blessed” when they win the lottery, become a movie star, or win a football game.  So does being “blessed” mean that we’re happy? or that we get all the things we want?  What does Jesus Say? – does He Say that those who are “Blessed” are happy?
     Actually, He doesn’t: Jesus calls those who are “Blessed” “poor in spirit” or “meek”: To be “poor in spirit” or to be “meek” means to be humble, not proud.  Those who are humble are small/little; they’re low, not high; they’re weak, not strong.

     And that’s who we are in God’s Kingdom: We’re the weak, little, humble ones who are “Blessed” by God.  We don’t have any good things to give to Jesus – we merely hold out our hands, willing to receive the Good Gifts God Puts in them; we receive His Gifts of Love and Mercy; we receive His Gifts of our homes, our food, our clothing, and so many other things.  We receive these Gifts humbly and with thanksgiving.
     Jesus was our Model for being Humble, Lowly, and “Meek”: Jesus was “poor in spirit” by Allowing Himself to be made fun of and mocked even when He’d done nothing wrong; Jesus was also “meek” – He didn’t speak up and defend Himself; Jesus was a “Peace-Maker” – He Made “Peace” with God through His death on the Cross; Jesus was “Pure in Heart” in that He did nothing wrong, had no sin.  By Jesus’ death on the Cross, we’re “Blessed” with that Goodness, Grace, and Salvation.
     To be a Christian doesn’t mean we’ll always be happy – we won’t get what we want.  To be a Christian Means that Jesus is the most Important Thing in our lives – we seek to be like Him, knowing that through His Grace, we have all we Need.
     In this month of “Thanksgiving” (Nov. 23), let us pray:

“Dear Jesus, thank You for ‘Blessing’ us with Your Grace and Love; thank You for dying for us so that Heaven and all our ‘Blessings’ are ours.  Amen.”

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.   Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.
Q: How is the beginning of Advent determined?

A: The Season of Advent (“Coming”) begins on the Sunday closest to the last Festival Day of the Church Year – St. Andrew, Apostle, November 30.

     So, in some years, it’s the last Sunday in November; and in some years it’s the first Sunday in December.  That is, if November 30 falls on Sunday through Wednesday Advent begins on the last Sunday of November; if it falls on a Thursday (like this year) through Saturday Advent begins on the first Sunday of December.

     There are always four “Sundays of Advent;” however, there may be either three or four Wednesdays of Advent, depending on when Christmas Eve/Day falls.  This year, since Advent begins on the first Sunday in December, and Christmas Eve is a Sunday, there are only three Wednesdays; that morning is still the “4th Sunday of Advent;” and that evening is Christmas Eve/Midnight.

     On a practical note: If the “1st Sunday of Advent” falls on the last Sunday in November that means the church Christmas decorations – at least the Advent wreath – should be put up between Thanksgiving Day and that Sunday.  If the “1st Sunday of Advent” falls on the first Sunday in December, there’s more than a week to put up the decorations/wreath.

     Also, depending on the calendar, sometimes there are two “Sundays of Christmas” and some years (including this year) there’s only one.  These are Sundays following Christmas Day, but before January 1 (Circumcision & Name of Jesus).  This year, since Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, so does New Year’s Eve; and, again, that morning would still be the “1st Sunday of Christmas,” and that evening would be Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Eve.  And looking ahead: We have a Divine Service on The Epiphany of Our Lord (visit of the Wise Men) – always January 6.  This year that’s a Saturday, so instead of the usual evening Service, we’ll have it that morning so people can have the rest of their Saturday open.
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CHRISTMAS BULBS
Each year the church Christmas tree is decorated with family bulbs, which are hand-painted, glass bulbs from Bronner’s in Frankenmuth. If you would like to order a bulb, fill out this form and return with payment to the church office by Friday, November 17.
Ornaments may have up to three lines, with a maximum 14 characters per line. Spaces and punctuation count as characters. 
Cost is $24.00 per ornament. 
Please make checks payable to St. John Lutheran Church.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name __________________________________________________

Choose one color   _____Blue     _____Gold  

       _____Green    _____Red

Ornament to read   
______________________________________________     

Line one







______________________________________________     

Line two

______________________________________________     

Line three
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 POINSETTIA ORDER
Plants can be ordered through November 13th.
The Price for the Plants is $18.00, with a check made out to: “St. John Flower Fund,” which must be included with this order form.
Colors Available Are Red and White.  
(Circle One)

(Circle One of the Following)

In Honor

In Celebration
In Memory
Other

In the Lines Below, List the Names of Your Loved Ones:       


______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Given By:

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Please Include Your Phone Number In Case I Have Any Questions.

Phone number: ______________________________
You Can Mail Your Order To:

Vicki Koglin

Or Put it in my Church Mailbox
4009 Main






Port Hope MI  48468






(989) 225-7060

November
ALTAR GUILD:
Carol Woodke
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of September 2023: 98
Average Church attendance for the month of September 2022: 98

REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of September 2023
Budget Income:       General Fund:  $ 14,368.00
                                  Loose Offering: $      841.59        



          TOTAL:             $ 15,209.59
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $195.00    Tuition: $510.00    Trustees: $285.00 
Debt: $2,030.00  
Acolyte Schedule November 2023
	Nov  5
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler    

	Nov 12
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    

	Nov 19
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman    
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler

	Nov 23
	9:00
	Jett Zimmerman
	x
	

	Nov 26
	8:00  
	Maddix Thoms
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Maddix Thoms
	989-553-0889


         November Wedding Anniversaries  
	
	
	Yrs
	
	
	Yrs

	Todd & Connie Maschke
	11/11
	34
	Joe & Sandy Landenberg
	11/13
	30

	Steven & Kristen Weiss
	11/11
	6
	Harlan & Ann Reinke
	11/18
	51


      
        November Baptism Birthdays 

	Carolyn Collings
	11/1
	Noah Johnson
	11/12
	Courtney Jones
	11/22

	Brent Reinke
	11/1
	Victoria Johnson
	11/12
	Garth Popour
	11/22

	Patrick Reinke
	11/1
	Logan King
	11/12
	Christopher Schmaltz
	11/22

	Barry David
	11/2
	Jordis Pitts 
	11/12
	Jeffery Miller
	11/23

	Jennifer Maurer
	11/2
	Mason Darling
	11/13
	Ronald Koblin
	11/24

	Cory Johnson
	11/3
	Sawyer Pleiness
	11/13
	Leslie Weiss, Jr.
	11/24

	Derrick Piotter
	11/3
	Emily Schultz
	11/13
	Shannon Popour
	11/25

	June Dow
	11/4
	Chris Ackerman
	11/14
	Marvin Woodke
	11/26

	Sandra Landenberg
	11/4
	Clara Gust
	11/14
	Gary Finkel
	11/27

	Irene Schelke
	11/4
	Lisa Pleiness
	11/14
	Avery Woodke
	11/27

	Betty Witherspoon
	11/4
	Matthew Schultz
	11/14
	Clifford Hartz
	11/28

	Joyce Koglin
	11/6
	Joann Schave
	11/15
	Ryan VerEllen
	11/28

	Cameron Lloyd 
	11/6
	Kenneth Koth
	11/17
	Brady Iseler
	11/29

	Amanda Schave
	11/6
	Hunter Gembarski
	11/18
	Barbara Ross
	11/29

	David Schave
	11/6
	Timothy Hart
	11/18
	Jessica Woodke
	11/29

	William King
	11/7
	Harlan Reinke
	11/18
	Derk Belt
	11/30

	Martha Popour
	11/9
	Breann Schubring
	11/20
	Lee Brown, Jr.
	11/30

	Hope Volker
	11/9
	Braylynn Brown
	11/21
	Mark Siemen
	11/30

	Linda Weiss
	11/10
	Emily Golombisky 
	11/22
	
	

	Jared Kube
	11/11
	Taylor Golombisky
	11/22
	
	


CALLING ALL VENDORS & CRAFTERS

Ladies Aid is looking for vendors and crafters for the Harvest Bazaar on November 11th.  This is something relatively new we are trying again this year.  In addition to what the bazaar traditionally has to offer, we are looking to expand by bringing in vendors and crafters to offer even more.  

What kind of vendors and crafters are we looking for?

· Crocheted Items

· Wood Signs

· Homemade Greeting Cards

· Wreaths

· Canned Goods

· Homemade Dip Packets

Keep in mind, we are still experimenting with this so we cannot guarantee how much traffic any vendors or crafters will get.

Tables will be provided and the fee to participate is $10.  To reserve a spot or for more information, call or text Kristen at 989-551-7477.
The Harvest Home Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 11th from 10am-2pm.  Donations of baked goods, canned goods, and crafted items will be accepted and are appreciated!  You can drop items off on Friday, November 10th from 2pm-5pm, or on Saturday from 8am-9:30am.  White elephant donations will not be accepted this year.  If you have any questions, please contact Shannon at 989-670-7780. 

Zion Lutheran (Harbor Beach) Bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 2nd  from 10am–1pm. Vendors will be selling their wonderful products in addition to the Bake Sale. Soups and sandwiches will be available for lunch.
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                       November Birthdays
	Elaine Reinke
Happy 75th!
	11/1
	Ricky Finkel
	11/14
	Ryan Johnson
	11/22

	Denee Schave
	11/5
	Jonathan Maschke
	11/14
	Braylynn Brown
	11/23

	Ronald Koglin
	11/6
	Jessica Woodke
	11/14
	Carol Woodke
Happy 75th!
	11/24

	Dylan Burton
Happy 21st!
	11/7
	Claire Burton
	11/16
	Calvin Witherspoon
	11/25

	Rachel Voss
	11/8
	Ann Drews
	11/17
	Wyatt Hoody
	11/26

	Joyce Friedland
	11/9
	Cheryl Neuenfeldt
	11/17
	Randy Schulte
Happy 21st!
	11/26

	Chris Golden
	11/9
	Barbara Ross
Happy 70th!
	11/17
	Dennis Zick
	11/27

	Charlene Sharrard
Happy 65th!
	11/10
	Laura Zinger
	11/17
	Elizabeth Friedland
	11/28

	Sharon Sobczak
Happy 75th!
	11/10
	Jeffery Bucholtz
	11/18
	Christopher Inda
	11/28

	Dennis Kelley
	11/11
	Kristen Weiss
	11/18
	Phyllis Will
	11/29

	Anita Schave
	11/11
	Sharon Joy
	11/19
	Gabriella Bender
	11/30

	Jeffery Kowaleski
	11/12
	Larry Armstead
	11/21
	Thomas Sadro
	11/30

	Lisa Leese
	11/13
	Danny Arnott
	11/22
	
	

	Sandra Wohlford
	11/13
	James Bucholtz
	11/22
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November 2023
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	



	1
10:30 Bible Study

All Saints’ Day
	2
	3
	4
 Pastor’s Day Off
7:00 William Henry Russell Concert

	5
All Saints’ Sunday
Daylight Saving Time Ends


	6
7:00 Finance Board 


	7
Election Day
	8
10:30 Bible Study


	9

	10
11:00 Pastor @ ELMS Bd. of Dir. @ Flint
Martin Luther, Dr. & Confessor (birth,1483)

	11
Pastor’s Day Off

10-2 Ladies Harvest Home Bazaar     
Veterans Day

	12

	13
7:00 Ladies Aid Meeting


	14

	15
10:30 Bible Study
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	16

	17
 
	18
Pastor’s Day Off



	19

	20
7:00 Finance Board

	21
7:00 Trustees


7:00 Elders


	22
10:30 Bible Study


	23 9:00 Worship w/Holy  Communion
Thanksgiving Day
	24
Pastor’s Day Off
 
	25
Pastor’s Day Off



	26



Christ the King Sunday
	27

	28

	29
10:30 Bible Study


	30
St. Andrew, Apostle
	
	Elders: 

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Gary Eggert 989-479-6251
Rick Finkel 989-550-8141
Joe Landenberg 989-551-9899

Larry Reinke 989-551-4203

Les Weiss 989-551-4148

Greg Woodke 989-550-5931




St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:00


Dan Blacker	     Fred  Hasen


Larry Finkel	     Harold Collings


Ricky Finkel	





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


  8:00 Divine Service w/Communion�  9:00 Sunday School / Bible Class


 10:00 Divine Service w/Communion





St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








