FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN OCTOBER

Oct.   7

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Pastor
Oct.   9

Abraham, Patriarch
Oct. 11

Philip the Deacon

Oct. 17

Ignatius of Antioch, Pastor & Martyr
Oct. 18

St. Luke, Evangelist
Oct. 23

St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus & Martyr
Oct. 25

Dorcas (Tabitha), Lydia, & Phoebe, Faithful Women
Oct. 26

Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, & Paul Gerhardt, 

Oct. 28

Sts. Simon & Jude, Apostles

            Hymnwriters
Oct. 31

Reformation Day
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Oct.   4 - 10
Luke 14:1-11
10 Commandments – 5th 
LSB #557

Oct. 11 - 17
Matt. 22:34-46  
10 Commandments – 6th       
LSB #694

Oct. 18 - 24
Matt. 9:1-8
10 Commandments – 7th 
LSB #708

Oct. 25 - 31
Matt. 22:1-14
10 Commandments – 8th   
LSB #828








    (*at least 1st stanza)
OFFICAL ACTS:

Deaths:

   9-1-20: Nathan Kaufman (funeral: 9-4-20)

Holy Matrimony:

   9-26-20: Cody Siemen & Marissa Schave (@ “Lake Judy”)
“God Is Our Refuge”
     October is a busy month in the Church – and especially for us here at St. John, Port Hope: The first Sunday of October is always “L.W.M.L. Sunday,” when we acknowledge and give God thanks for the mission work of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, headed here at St. John by Corinne Abraham; the third Sunday of October is always “Clergy Appreciation Day” (October is “Clergy Appreciation Month”) – which “God-incidently” is always near my birthday; the last Sunday of October is always “Reformation Sunday” (Day = Oct. 31), which for us is also “Confirmation Sunday;” and October is always “Stewardship Month” for us here at St. John.  In addition, this year the Festival Day for St. Luke, Evangelist, also falls on a Sunday – Oct. 18.

     I have a question for you: Have you ever been afraid?  What are some of the things you’re afraid of?  When you’re afraid, what do you do?  Whom do you look to for help?
     In the “Psalm of the Day (46)” for “Reformation Day,” we hear that “God is our Refuge.”  A refuge is a place you go when you’re in danger; it’s a place or person you go to when you need help.  For example, if you saw a fire, you’d call the fire department; and the fire-fighters would come, and they’d help – they’d be your refuge.  Likewise, if there was a big thunderstorm coming and you heard a tornado siren, you’d go to the basement.  If there’s an earthquake, you might stand under a door-frame, or get under a table/desk until things stop shaking.

     So “what does it mean” (we dutifully ask as Lutherans!) when the Psalmist sings, 

“God is our Refuge and Strength, a very Present Help in trouble”?:

It means that when we’re afraid, when we’re in danger, we can turn to God, and He’ll Protect us.
     Jesus dying on the Cross took away the sin that put us far from God, so now God Holds us close again. He’s “our Refuge”!  And how do we run to God?  What does it look like?: We come to church and be with God and His people; we open the Bible, which is God’s Word to us, and thus a Big Help and Big Comfort to us; and we pray – God’s always Listening.  He Invites us to come to Him whenever we need anything; we can always ask Him to Help us.

     So with thanksgiving to God for the Reformation Faith of “Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone, Christ Alone,” we continue to march forward in the “Church Militant” with our “Mighty Fortress [which] is our God” (based on Psalm 46). 

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

NOTE: Anyone not attending public worship due to COVID-19 concerns and desiring Holy Communion can call the church office (989-428-4140) and request a visit from Pastor Dodge.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00 - 9:25am: miscellaneous material

Monday Junior Confirmation classes:

     7th-grade, 4:00 - 5:30pm: Small Catechism, Workbook, videos, 


miscellaneous material

     8th grade, 5:30 - 7:00pm: Small Catechism, Workbook, videos, 


miscellaneous material

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30 - 11:30am: Luke

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMAND!

We welcome into Communicant membership through the Rite of Confirmation on “Reformation Sunday,” Oct. 25, 9:30am Service:


Olivia Elizabeth Woodke, daughter of Greg & Cathy Woodke


     Baptism Birthday: April 23, 2006

     Sponsors/Godparents: Cassie Martin, Deanna May


     Confirmation Verse: John 14:6


Olivia is an eighth-grader at North Huron Schools, Kinde.

We pray God’s continuous Blessing on you!

YOUTH NEWS

     The 2021 “Forgiven” Higher Things Lutheran Youth Conferences will be held: June 29 – July 2 at North Dakota State Univ., Fargo; July 6-9 at Colorado State Univ., Fort Collins; July 20-23 at Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI; and July 27-30 at Concordia Univ.-Texas, Austin.  Registration information will be mailed to all eligible youth (Confirmed through 12th-grade) in November.

LUTHERAN WITNESS PODCAST
     The Synod’s monthly magazine – Lutheran Witness – is now available in a listen-to podcast at the Synod’s radio station – KFUO.  Please go to their website – www.kfuo.org – to access this service, as well as the station’s other features.
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Please explain the various gestures you do during the Service.

A: It’s important to point out that any particular gestures by anyone during worship services are purely optional.  The ones I do are common ones that’ve been done in the Church from the beginning, and are sometimes indicated in the hymnal at various places.  Though optional, it’s also important to show that they’re okay and proper for any individual to do and feel comfortable doing them – just like most (comfortably) bow their heads and/or fold their hands when praying.
     Having explained that, the ones I commonly do are the following:

· Make the “sign of the Cross”: I do this in the Invocation and after receiving the Sacrament, and at the Benediction, to recall my Baptism, the reception of Christ Himself, and to receive His Blessing.  I also make it at the introduction to the Holy Gospel Reading on my lips (which read), my forehead (which comprehends), and my heart (which believes).  Some also do it during the Lord’s Prayer.

· Kneeling for Confession: As indicated in the hymnal, kneeling (if kneelers are available) or standing are options during Confession, in humble repentance for our sins.

· Raise arms: At various parts of the Liturgy I raise my arms to indicate the collective nature (as a congregation) of our prayers at those particular times (and reflecting 1 Timothy 2:8, where St. Paul writes, “I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands …”).

· Bow at Doxologies: Whenever words indicating the Triune God – Father, Son, Holy Spirit – are spoken or sung; or “Holy, Holy, Holy,” indicating the same (Gloria Patri, Gloria in Excelsis, hymns, Sanctus, etc.) I bow in reverence to that three-fold Holy Name.

· Bowing in the middle of the Nicene Creed: I bow in reverence for Christ’s “State of Humiliation” from the words “who for us men and for our Salvation came down from Heaven …” to “He suffered and was buried.”

· Genuflecting/kneeling during the Nicene Creed: At the words “and was made man,” out of special reverence for the “Miracle of Miracles” that God would become one of His creatures to Save them.

     Some pastors and people will do more or less of these common gestures in order to emphasize what’s occurring in various places of our devotion.  These are individual gestures, and should not be used to draw attention to ourselves, and away from Christ.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
I don’t know about you, but there is no one who has touched my life quite like my pastor. 
​​​In this coming year, we are exploring this special relationship: “my pastor.” From baptisms to confirmations, weddings, funerals, and so much more in between, your pastor is the hand you have held, alongside God’s, throughout the major milestones of your life. 
We need your stories! 
Do you remember a special time when your pastor or deaconess provided the words and/or love you needed to make it through a difficult situation?  Do you have a close relationship with your pastor or deaconess?
How have these spiritual leaders supported you, championed your church, and enhanced shared joys?
​​​​We need to hear from you too, pastors and deaconesses!
Are there any special moments of sharing God’s love that you could share with us?  It doesn’t have to be long or elaborate. It doesn’t have to be perfectly written.
We are looking for about 500 words. It could be less. It could be more. Don’t sweat it too much. Whatever your story, if it touched your life, we would be honored to hear it.
Stories will be used to connect with the Seminary’s audience in support of the formation of future pastors and deaconesses.
Just tell us about your pastor or deaconess and how he or she has been the hands and feet of God in your life.
Use your story in service to God and furthering His kingdom on earth!
Please send stories to info@ctsfw.edu with “Story:” in the beginning of the subject line, followed by the title of your story or a few words on what it’s about. 
Tell your friends and family!
October
ALTAR GUILD:
Carolyn Collings
Janet Schave
 
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of August 2020:  82
Average Church attendance for the month of August 2019: 115
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of August 2020
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $   9,666.00
                                  Loose Offering: $      186.00        



          TOTAL:             $   9,852.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Barnabas: $200.00   Missions: $275.00 Stained Glass: $995.00 



Acolyte Schedule October 2020
	Oct 4
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Jordan Schave

	Oct 11
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke     
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Oct 18
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke     

	Oct 25
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609

	Hunter Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822
	
	


2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

Congregate Nutrition Curb-Side Pick-Up – for seniors 60+ on Thursdays from 11:30 to 1p.m.  At the Human Development Commission,                   856 N. Van Dyke in Bad Axe.  Call for reservations 989-269-9502, Ext 226.

The Ladies Aid has made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Harvest Home Dinner.  The health and safety of our members and community comes first.   We look forward to serving you in 2021.  Stay healthy!!
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 October Wedding Anniversaries  
	Alan & Judy McTaggart
	10/2
	Kayla & Josh Theis
	10/14

	Randy & Cindy Chiotti
	10/4
	Rodney & Bethany Glotzbober
	10/15

	Arnold & Mary Eggert
	10/5
	Gary & Beverly Finkel
	10/16

	Rodney & Janet Weiss
	10/6
	Steven & Janice Schulz
	10/17

	Elmer & Ruth Leese
	10/7
	Donnie & Carol Clark
	10/23

	Chelsea & Dan Schramski
	10/7
	Matthew & Jennifer Schultz
	10/24

	Jerrid & Sarah Koglin Blacker
	10/9
	Russell & Jeanette Piotter
	10/25

	Steven & Sarah Birchfield
	10/10
	Emerson & Irene Pilaske
	10/26

	Herbert & Betty Leese
	10/10
	Garth & Shannon Popour
	 10/26

	Rodney & Corinne Damm
	10/11
	
	 

	Elwin & Mary Koth
	10/13
	
	


      
          October Baptism Birthdays 
	Adam Dodge
	10/1
	Kellie Bender
	10/12
	Anthony Prill
	10/27

	Linda Finkel
	10/1
	Kaylee Schultz
	10/14
	Carter Prill
	10/27

	Carol Kube
	10/1
	Beverly Finkel
	10/15
	Robert Prill
	10/27

	Steven Weiss
	10/1
	Susan Reinke
	10/15
	Gracie Prill
	10/30

	Mary Koth
	10/2
	Misty Barrells
	10/16
	 Isabella Prill
	10/30

	Nerissa Maguire
	10/2
	David Bender
	10/17
	Gary Schave
	10/30

	Jason Maschke
	10/2
	Larry Armstead
	10/18
	Jason Schultz
	10/30

	Nicholas VerEllen
	10/2
	Whitney Leese 
	10/19
	Vicki Naeyaert
	10/31

	Landen Darling
	10/3
	Carol Lemanski
	10/19
	
	

	Carmen Reinke
	10/3
	Regina Scherret
	10/19
	
	

	Melody Burton
	10/5
	Hebert Leese
	10/20
	
	

	Cheryl Rink 
	10/5
	Tanton Babcock
	10/21
	
	

	Niki Osentoski
	10/6
	Douglas Schave
	10/21
	
	

	Joseph Schave
	10/6
	Rebecca Dodge
	10/22
	
	

	Kevin Arndt
	10/7
	Brett Johnson
	10/23
	
	

	Cindy Hoody
	10/10
	Kristi Pitts
	10/26
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                       October Birthdays
	Rebecca Dodge
	10/1
	Carolyn Collings
	10/11
	Hunter Gembarski 
	10/25

	Jill Gaffke
	10/1
	Linda Weiss
	10/11
	Eleanor Hall
	10/25

	Sandra Landenberg
	10/1
	Courtney Piotter
	10/12
	Audrey Zinger
	10/25

	Michael Brown
	10/2
	David Schave
	10/12
	Allan Koglin
	10/26

	Tina Osentoski
	10/2
	Kari VerEllen
	10/12
	Mark Siemen
	10/26

	Beverly Brown
	10/3
	Tori Iseler
	10/13
	Clifford Hartz
	10/27

	Derrick Piotter
	10/3
	Joann Schave
	10/13
	Kenneth Koth
	10/27

	Bridget Piotter
	10/3
	Lee Brown
	10/14
	Marvin Woodke
	10/27

	Carmen Reinke
	10/3
	Carol Lemanski 
	10/15
	Otyllia Abraham
	10/28

	Ryan VerEllen
	10/5
	Matthew Schultz
	10/15
	Gary Finkel
	10/28

	Vicki Naeyaert
	10/6
	Joyce Koglin
	10/16
	Paizley Iseler
	10/28

	Kristi Pitts
	10/6
	Caleb Lindner
	10/16
	Riley Mazza
	10/28

	Bonnie Koglin
	10/7
	Emily Schultz 
	10/18
	Leslie Weiss
	10/28

	Stacy Fisher
	10/8
	Kimberly Musolff
	10/20
	Howard Finkel 
	10/30

	Clara Gust
	10/8
	Scott Witherspoon
	10/20
	Jacob Naeyaert
	10/30

	Brady Iseler
	10/8
	Pastor Dodge
	10/22
	Shannon Popour
	10/30

	Jennifer Mauer
	10/8
	Robert Koglin
	10/22
	Kody Strieter
	10/30

	Hope Volker
	10/8
	Melissa Siemen
	10/22
	Elwyn Will
	10/30

	Russell Piotter
	10/9
	Vicky Mazza
	10/23
	Beverly Finkel
	10/31

	Franklin Gaffke
	10/10
	Sharon Schave
	10/23
	
	

	Connie Wilkowski
	10/10
	Christopher Ackerman
	10/24
	
	


“Stewardship Month”  
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October 2020  

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Tuesday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

 Tuesday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	 
	 
	1

7:30  Long Range Planning
	2
	3

Pastor’s Day Off
 

	4    

L.W.M.L. Sunday

	5

4:00 7th Confirmation Class
5:30 8th Confirmation Class

	6

7:30 Board of Directors  
	7

10:30 Bible Study

 
	8

7:30 Church Council
	9
	10
Pastor’s Day Off

	11          

  
	12
4:00 7th Confirmation Class
5:30 8th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board 
	13

	14
10:30 Bible Study


	15
	16

	17
Pastor’s Day Off

	18

10:45  Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

Pastor Appreciation Day   
 
 St. Luke, Evangelist

	19
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

	20

7:00 Trustees
7:00 Elders


	21
10:30 Bible Study


	22
	23


St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus, Martyr

	24
Pastor’s Day Off

	25  Special Stewardship                                        Offering (P.O.B.L.O.)

9:30 Confirmation

Reformation Sunday



	26

4:00 7th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board 

	27
	29IF  = 0,"" 29 IF   < 31  30 "" 
30

28

10:30 Bible Study

 


Sts. Simon & Jude, Apostles

	29   


	3031IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  28 "" 


	31 Pastor’s Day Off
REFORMATION DAY
0IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29



	
	
	
	
	
	
	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053


Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:30


Marv Koglin	     Les Weiss


Bryce Schave	     Steven Weiss


	    	     Joe Weiss		





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


  8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


  9:00 Sunday School 


  9:30 Divine Service w/Communion








