FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN SEPTEMBER

Sep.   1

Joshua

Sep.   2

Hannah, Mother of Samuel
Sep.   3

Gregory the Great, Pastor
Sep.   4

Moses

Sep.   5

Zacharias & Elizabeth, Parents of John the Baptist
Sep. 14

Holy Cross Day

Sep. 16

Cyprian of Carthage, Pastor & Martyr
Sep. 21

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
Sep. 22

Jonah
Sep. 29

St. Michael & All Angels

Sep. 30

Jerome, Translator of Holy Scripture
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Sep.   6 - 12
Luke 10:27
10 Commandments – 1st 
LSB #683

Sep. 13 - 19
Luke 17:19  
10 Commandments – 2nd       
LSB #849

Sep. 20 - 26
Matt. 6:33
10 Commandments – 3rd 
LSB #760

Sep. 27 – Oct. 3  Luke 7:16b-d
10 Commandments – 4th   
LSB #758








    (*at least 1st stanza)
OFFICAL ACTS:

Transfers Out:

   7-19-20: Charlotte Matthews, to Family of Christ, Imlay City

   7-19-20: Roslyn Westenberg, to Shepherd’s Gate, Shelby Twp.

Holy Matrimony:

   8-8-20: Sarah Witherspoon & Tyler Thomas (@ Lighthouse Park)
   8-15-20: Jennifer Weiss & Shane Maurer

“The Greatest Gift You Can Give”
     At one time or another, every parent has probably wondered: “What’s the greatest gift I can give my child?”  Think about it!: What might that gift be?  Is it a well-rounded education?  If so, special effort would be made to live in a community with good schools, to provide piano and dance lessons, to encourage sports activities, and so on.  Or maybe your greatest gift would be a happy and pleasant childhood.  If so, special effort would be made to spend quality time with your children, to provide a home life with minimal stress and conflict, and to plan exciting family activities and vacations.

     What’s the greatest gift you can give your child?: I suggest it’s more than a well-rounded education and a happy and pleasant childhood – important as these are.  I suggest the greatest gift you can give your child is the Gift of Jesus: Let God’s Word of Forgiveness in Jesus Christ be upon your heart as a parent so you may impress that Gospel upon your children.

     The problem, however, is that often parents fail to recognize the ongoing nature of this task: Do you ever think of religious education as a kind of “inoculation” – a one-time or short-term event that “exposes” you children to Christianity in the same way he/she may be exposed to chicken pox – to get it out of the way at an early age?  Once he/she’s been exposed, we figure, then he/she’s had his/her lifelong dosage and we’ve done our job as parents.

     Attempting “religious inoculation” is like stranding our children out in the cold waiting for a school bus that never comes – an unpleasant experience: They’re offered a short-term solution that delivers only short-term results.  Once they grow up, they don’t want to ride the “religious bus” anymore.  What’s the greatest gift you could ever give you child?: It’s not “religious inoculation,” but a Christian education!  And a Christian education is found only through the teaching of God’s Love for us in Jesus Christ.

     Regarding the Ten Commandments, God told Moses to tell the people ways to keep them on their hearts:

“You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deut. 6:7-9)
Teaching children to …

“… love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might” (Deut. 6:5) 

isn’t an inoculation, but an ongoing education.

     The love that every parent and every teacher of the faith throughout countless generations have told their children about is the Savior’s Love that has no bounds.  It’s the Love of a God who Cares so much for you and me that He Sent His only-Begotten Son to a cross, that … 

“…whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal Life.” (John 3:16b)
(continues on next page)

In Christ Jesus, your sins are no more, and His Forgiveness is yours forever.  That’s God’s Love for you, and that’s the Joyful Good News He’s given you to teach your children.

     From one generation to the next, God’s Salvation in Christ Jesus is passed from parent to child, and from teacher to student.  Again and again the Story of God’s Love for us in Christ Jesus is spoken.  In this repetition, we see the continuous and ongoing Nature of our Lord’s Love for us.  He doesn’t just inoculate us; rather, He sticks with his people until the End of time.  And so, also, we begin to see the nature of our task as Christian parents and teachers – not to inoculate our children with Christianity, but to provide for their continuous and ongoing nurture in the Christian Faith.

     Perhaps the most significant reason that continuous learning is important is because we’re changed by what we learn.  One Christian author put it this way: “Learning produces alterations in values, attitudes, and concepts that do not fade in time.”

     Ongoing Christian “learning produces changes in values, attitudes, and concepts that won’t fade in time” either.  That’s why God says we’re to “teach diligently” the LORD’s Words to our children: “Teach diligently” has an urgent and ongoing sense to it.  In fact, in the original Hebrew, it’s related to the word for “repetition.”  We “teach the [LORD’s Word] diligently” to our children by repetition – by telling of God’s Love for them in Christ Jesus again and again and again from Baptism to adulthood.
     “Teaching diligently” begins in the home as we teach our children how to pray at bedtime and before meals, as we read Bible Stories from a children’s Bible or storybook again and again, and as we conduct family devotions.  Then, the Church is enlisted in the process – through Sunday School; mid-week school; a Lutheran day school, such as the Lord Blessed us with here for over 130 years; youth conferences; and, of course, regular worship.  Through these means, Christian parents can teach their children of Jesus Christ and His Precious Love and Forgiveness so these beloved children will remain firm in the Christian Faith for the rest of their lives.
     And what a glorious thing it is to witness the faith life of a child whose parents raised him/her in God’s Word, and have themselves believed and taught It.  St. Paul charges the young preacher Timothy to stick with what he learned long ago as a little child:

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the Sacred Writings, ...” (2 Tim. 3:14-15)
     Perhaps your child’s well beyond the infant stage; perhaps you feel it’s too late to start training him/her in the Faith.  It’s never too late, my friends!  As long as the Lord’s given you that child’s body and mind to love and care for, He’s also given you that child’s soul to nurture and strengthen in the Faith.  Today’s the day to begin:

“Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of Salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2)

(continues on next page)

The Word of God that you teach your children today, dear parents, is the one thing in their lives that’ll truly last forever. As the Prophet Isaiah (40:8) declares:

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God will stand forever.”

     Long after you and I are gone, and our children have raised their children, and have seen their children’s children come also to the Baptismal Font of Life, nothing else will matter but that we here today taught our young ones to know Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin.  Nothing else will matter – certainly not the money we saved, the businesses we ran, the houses we lived in, the secular activities we participated in, or even the friends and memories we shared – none of that will matter.  The only thing that’ll matter will be the Gospel – the Saving Gospel of Jesus Christ, which has brought Life to us and to our children.  That’s the Greatest Gift you can give your child – the Gift of Life, Real Life, in Jesus Christ.

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

NOTE: Anyone not attending public worship due to COVID-19 concerns and desiring Holy Communion can call the church office (989-428-4140) and request a visit from Pastor Dodge.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

All classes resume the week of September 6.

Sunday School, 9:00 - 9:25am: miscellaneous material

Monday Junior Confirmation classes:

     7th-grade, 4:00 - 5:30pm: Small Catechism, Workbook, videos, 


miscellaneous material

     8th grade, 5:30 - 7:00pm: Small Catechism, Workbook, videos, 


miscellaneous material

Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30 - 11:30am: Luke
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YOUTH NEWS

     Higher Things, Inc. has redone their logo, web-site, and app.  Please check it out at www.higherthings.org 

     The 2021 “Forgiven” Higher Things Lutheran Youth Conferences will be held: June 29 – July 2 at North Dakota State Univ., Fargo; July 6-9 at Colorado State Univ., Fort Collins; July 20-23 at Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI; and July 27-30 at Concordia Univ.-Texas, Austin.  Registration information will be mailed to all eligible youth (Confirmed through 12th-grade) in November.

LUTHERAN WITNESS PODCAST
     The Synod’s monthly magazine – Lutheran Witness – is now available in a listen-to podcast at the Synod’s radio station – KFUO.  Please go to their website – www.kfuo.org – to access this service, as well as the station’s other features.
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Will classes resume as normal this month given the continued pandemic?

A: Yes, with health precautions.  Sunday School (just a few, if any), Confirmation classes (only two in each class), and Wednesday Bible study (usually about 12) will resume the first week of September as usual.  “Social distancing” and mask usage will be facilitated/encouraged.  As with worship Services, no one should attend who is sick, been in contact with someone with COVID-19 (unless testing negative afterward), or simply feels uncomfortable attending.

     Also, the precautions currently in place for worship Services will remain in place probably at least till the end of the calendar year, pending future public guidelines.
September
ALTAR GUILD:
Linda Johnson
Carol Woodke
 
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of July 2020:  88
Average Church attendance for the month of July 2019: 108
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of July 2020
Budget Income:       General Fund:   $ 11,979.00
                                  Loose Offering: $      253.00        



          TOTAL:             $ 12,232.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Barnabas: $500.00   Missions: $330.00 Stained Glass: $560.00 
Trustees: $180.00         
Acolyte Schedule September 2020
	Sept 6
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Jordan Schave

	Sept 13
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke     
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Sept 20
	8:00  
	Jordan Schave
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Sept 27
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke       


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions 

	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Tanton Babcock
	989-476-0300
	Jordis Pitts
	989-553-3666

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jordan Schave
	989-550-4609

	Hunter Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Tori Iseler
	810-434-1231
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822


2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

Congregate Nutrition Curb-Side Pick-Up – for seniors 60+ on Thursdays from 11:30 to 1p.m.  At the Human Development Commission,                   856 N. Van Dyke in Bad Axe.  Call for reservations 989-269-9502, Ext 226.
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 September Wedding Anniversaries  
	Corinne & Robert Abraham
	9/6
	Audrey & Frank Zinger
	9/18

	Shawn & Carol Young
	9/8
	Jacob & Vicki Naeyaert
	9/19

	Fred & Patricia Hasen
	9/9
	Kari & Christopher VerEllen
	9/19

	Daniel & Angela Koglin
	9/10
	Marvin & Carol Woodke
	9/20

	Zane & Kim Pleiness
	9/10
	Ryan & Rhonda Woodke
	9/20

	Gary & Sharon Schave
	9/11
	Jason & Staci Zimmerman
	9/21

	Daniel & Candy Strozeski
	9/11
	Brandon & Jodi Bender
	9/24

	Jack & Carol Noble
	9/17
	Jessica & David Darling
	9/25

	Ronald & LuAnn Thoms
	9/17
	Duane & Lisa Pleiness
	9/28

	Gregory & Cathy Woodke
	9/17
	Jeffery & Lori Kowaleski
	9/29

	Karen & David Wandrie
	 9/18
	
	 


      
 September Baptism Birthdays 
	Jacob Naeyaert
	9/1
	Joseph Woodke
	9/10
	Madelyn Bender
	9/20

	Robert Schulte
	9/1
	Brooke Arndt
	9/11
	Irma Gaffke
	9/21

	Galen Young
	9/2
	Larry Johnson
	9/11
	Brendan Hartz
	9/21

	Katie Glotzhober
	9/3
	Janice Schulz
	9/11
	William Kelley
	9/21

	Betty Leese
	9/4
	Byron Belt
	9/12
	Meadow Williamson
	9/21

	Ardith Blacker
	9/5
	Alexis Bucholtz
	9/12
	Jennifer Karg
	9/22

	Justin Abraham
	9/6
	Alex Fuhrman 
	9/12
	Season Bender
	9/24

	John Bender
	9/6
	Joshua Polly
	9/13
	Alexandra Downs
	9/24

	Braydon Schultz
	9/6
	Kathy Schave
	9/13
	Linda Schave
	9/24

	Carol Clark
	9/7
	Angela Zinger
	9/13
	Marissa Schave
	9/24

	Dylan Gembarski
	9/7
	Dawn Zinger
	9/13
	Kuper Musolff
	9/25

	Andy Osentoski
	9/7
	Laura Zinger
	9/13
	Brooke Naeyaert
	9/25

	Sandra Zick
	9/8
	Harvey Pleiness
	9/14
	Karen Wandrie
	9/26

	Nicholas Ackerman
	9/9
	Gregory Woodke
	9/17
	Conner Kowaleski
	9/27

	Abbigal Drews
	9/10
	Bethane Engel
	9/18
	Stephanie Leiweke
	9/28

	Roger Lampela
	9/10
	Larry Finkle
	9/18
	Preston Soper
	9/29

	Carson O’Brien
	9/10
	Gabriella Bender
	9/20
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                  September Birthdays
	Jesse Bender
	9/1
	Tanton Babcock 
	9/12
	Gary Schave 
	9/26

	Connor Kowaleski
	9/1
	Yvonne Fuhrman
	9/12
	Douglas Schave
	9/27

	Brenda Prange
	9/1
	Nerissa Maguire
	9/12
	Jason Schultz
	9/27

	Whitney Leese
	9/2
	Janet Schave
	9/13
	Hattie Hill
	9/28

	Linda Schave
	9/2
	Mason Darling
	9/14
	Amanda Schave
	9/30

	Steven Weiss
	9/2
	Noah Johnson
	9/14
	
	

	Candace Strozeski
	9/3
	Brett Johnson
	9/15
	
	

	Breann Schubring
	9/5
	Kevin Arndt
	9/16
	
	

	Sherry Kelley
	9/6
	Stephanie Ordiway
	9/18
	
	

	Niki Osentoski
	9/6
	Hugh Harwood
	9/19
	
	

	Victoria Johnson
	9/7
	Marie Kessel
	9/19
	
	

	Nicholas VerEllen
	9/7
	Walter Schave
	9/19
	
	

	Martha Popour
	9/8
	Tehmina Lemanski
	9/20
	 
	

	Kathy Schave
	9/8
	Logan King
	9/21
	 
	

	Jamie Schulte
	9/8
	Cameron Lloyd
	9/21
	 
	

	David Bender
	9/9
	Jordis Pitts
	9/21
	
	

	Jennifer Karg
	9/10
	Harlan Reinke
	9/21
	
	

	Janice Bender
	9/11
	Avery Woodke
	9/22
	
	

	Cheyanne Hoody
	9/11
	Adam Dodge
	9/23
	
	

	Matthew Koglin
	9/11
	Regina Scherret
	9/23
	
	

	Carol Nobel
	9/11
	Karen Reinke
	9/25
	
	

	Marilyn Wendt
	9/11
	
	
	
	


[image: image1.wmf][image: image4.jpg]


     September 2020

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	 
	1 

10:00 “Winkel” @ Palms

   
	2

 
	3
	4
	5

Pastor’s Day Off

	6


	7 Office Closed


	8


	9

10:30 Bible Study

 
	10
	11
	12

Pastor’s Day Off

 

	13
Grandparents’ Day

	14

4:00 7th Confirmation Class
5:30 8th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board


Holy Cross Day

	15

7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees

	16

10:30 Bible Study

 
	17
	18
	19
Pastor’s Day Off



	20


	21
4:00 7th Confirmation Class
5:30 8th Confirmation Class
St. Matthew 

Apostle & Evangelist


	22

Autumn Begins
	23

10:30 Bible Study

 
	24
	25 
6pm Siemen-Schave Rehearsal 
(@” Lake Judy”)
	26
2pm Siemen-Schave
Wedding
 (@” Lake Judy”)



	27


	28

4:00 7th Confirmation Class
5:30 8th Confirmation Class
7:00 Finance Board


	29

Pastor’s Day Off




St. Michael & All Angels
30IF  = 0,"" 30 IF   < 30  25 "" 


	30

10:30 Bible Study

0IF  = 0,"" 25 IF   < 30  26 "" 
26
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28


	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-30530IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 30  29 "" 
29




Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Greg Schave	     Ken Steinbis


Joe Landenberg	     Gary Eggert


Tanton Babcock	     Justin Voss


	   	     Brad Voss





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion�9:00 Sunday School  


9:30 Divine Service w/Communion








     St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








