FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN SEPTEMBER

Sep.   1

Joshua

Sep.   2

Hanna, Mother of Samuel the Prophet
Sep.   3

Gregory the Great, Pastor

Sep.   4

Moses

Sep.   5

Zacharias & Elizabeth, Parents of John the Baptist
Sep. 14

Holy Cross Day

Sep. 16

Cyprian of Carthage, Pastor & Martyr
Sep. 21

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist

Sep. 22

Jonah

Sep. 29

St. Michael & All Angels

Sep. 30

Jerome, Translator of Holy Scripture
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Sep.   5 - 11
Luke 17:19
10 Commandments – 1st
LSB #849

Sep. 12 - 18
Matt. 6:34
10 Commandments – 2nd    
LSB #760

Sep. 19 - 25
Luke 7:16b-c
10 Commandments – 3rd
LSB #758

Sep. 26 – Oct. 2  Mark 7:37
10 Commandments – 4th
LSB #557








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

All classes resume the week of September 5.

Jr. Confirmation Classes:

     7th-grade (school building): Mondays, 4:00 - 5:30pm; Small 

          Catechism & Workbook, videos, handouts

     8th-grade (school building): Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:30pm; Small 

          Catechism, videos, handouts

Wednesday Bible Study (school building): 10:30 - 11:30am; Acts

“The Greatest Love”
(The following is a sermon prepared by the Rev. Dr. Daniel Gard, former Professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN; President Emeritus, Concordia University – Chicago, and a Retired Admiral, Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy, for “Patriot Day,” Sept. 11, 2021 – the 20th anniversary of the attacks on the World Trade Center, New York City.  Bold added by me.)

     The events of Sept. 11, 2001, are seared into the memory of all who lived through that experience. It’s been 20 years, however, and the young people and children of today were either not yet born or were very young in 2001. For those who are old enough to remember that horrible day, there’s a realization that so much has changed. Like the assassination of Pres. Kennedy, everyone remembers where they were and what they were doing when they heard the news. Those who are too young to remember still live every day with the results of that dark 9/11.

     For those who confess Christ, the Words of Jesus in John 15:13 speak great Comfort – and a great challenge: Jesus said,

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”

We remember those who perished and the families who lost them. We remember the first responders who ran toward the fire in order to save the lives of people they didn’t even know. We also remember this day the heroes of yesterday and today who’ve given their lives in the service of their nation. We remember them as men and women who entered into places of danger with courage and devotion. But they’re also people who show us the power of love for others and give us a glimpse of the Greatest Love.
     In every age, Christ’s call to “love one another as He has Loved us” has challenged the deadly culture in which His people live. As the forces of evil in the world have gathered throughout the history of America, our nation has responded. Over the last 20 years, young people have put on the uniform of their country and gone out to defend their homes, families, and freedom. Because so many have given so much, you and I have been given a way of life unknown throughout most of the world.

     But evil in this world hasn’t yet been vanquished. Each generation until the Return of Jesus will be forced to engage that evil that comes to destroy and kill. So it is in our own day. Sept. 11, 2001, is a day that none of us will forget. All the horrors of that day are impressed on our memories. On that day, the United States was attacked and drawn into a war that it continues to fight to this very day. Battles have been fought in Afghanistan, Iraq, and wherever terrorists seek to kill and destroy. Wise leaders of our country still prepare us for the future by speaking of these as victories in battles but not yet a victory in the war on terrorism. As that war continues, the roll of heroes to be remembered on this day continues to grow.

(Continued on the next page.)

     And there’s more. Some people speak in despair of our culture in America today. They point to the many evils that exist in our society – and they’re quite right. We do have problems. Racism still exists. Biblical marriage is an endangered institution. Criminals continue to put many in fear in their own neighborhoods. Substance abuse, spouse and child abuse, and juvenile delinquency continue to dominate headlines. The unborn continue to be denied their right to life under the mantra of “choice.” A pandemic has demonstrated just how fragile we are and just how much remains a struggle to contain disease. Here in America, civil discourse often gives place to civil disturbances.

     Sometimes I suspect we hear so much about what’s wrong and ugly that we forget to see what’s good and beautiful. But perhaps this 20th anniversary of Sept. 11 will remind us that our God is Greater than all the evil of the world, the devil, and, yes, even our own flesh. For Americans before 2001, the world’s evil was distant and almost abstract. Crime, division, the denial of the sacredness of human life from conception to natural death were all around us. But mass murder and terrorists were far from our shores. We felt secure. Then four aircraft were hijacked and thousands perished. No longer was this something affecting others somewhere but not America. Evil was concrete here in our nation, and it was seen on every TV set across the world.
     But the image of concrete evil was balanced by the more amazing images of love. During the rescue and recovery phase following the attacks, those same television sets showed images of heroes at work. Police and firefighters ran to the disaster sites and rescued many thousands of their fellow Americans. Medical responders met a wave of injured with compassion and care. Neighbors and friends reached out and embraced those who fought to contain their emotions as they witnessed scenes that offend even our fallen human nature.

     Since those days, our military personnel, both active and reserve, have answered the call to duty and left their families and homes to protect freedom. While many point to our national failings, we point to these men and women and see something else. Those who went forward to war in the early years after 9/11 have, for the most part, completed their enlistments or retired from military service. After 20 years, almost all who serve today joined the military after 2001. They stepped forward knowing that we were at war and that they’d most likely be sent forward into the fight. We see a kind of love that causes one to be willing to lay down one’s life for someone else.
     Many of those who’ve answered the call to defend our nation have joined the long list we remember on another holiday: Memorial Day. They’ve paid the ultimate price for freedom. In that sacrifice, we catch a glimpse of what Jesus means when He says that “there’s no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
(Continued on the next page.)

     The story’s told of a young boy walking down a London street with his grandfather one night during the dark days of World War II. Noticing a gold star in the window of one home, he asked his grandfather what it meant. The grandfather looked at the boy and said, “It means that this family has given a son in the war.” Walking farther, the boy saw a particularly bright star in the sky and said, “Look, Papa. God must’ve given a son too!”

     And give a Son He has. Jesus, who defines the Greatest Love and calls us to obey His Commandment to “love in this way,” is precisely the One who exemplifies Sacrificial Love. He knows our world and its evil. Yet He in Love entered into this very world of evil in order to Overcome all the power of sin and death and hell itself. Evil and hate take very concrete forms in this world – if you need proof of that, just look at New York City, the Pentagon, and a field in Pennsylvania on Sept. 11, 2001! Yet “nothing can separate us from the Love of God in Christ Jesus” [Romans 8:39]. He “came not to condemn the world but that through Him the world might have Life” [John 3:17].
     No greater price could’ve been paid for our lives than that which was Paid at Calvary. There the very Son of God Himself “Laid down His Life for” us. We may not have called Him “Friend,” but He Loved us “while we were yet sinners” [Romans 5:8] and Paid the Full and Final Price for our Redemption. On that Cross was suspended God in the flesh, there Bearing the sin of the whole world – including yours and mine. When His Blood was shed, it was indeed Holy, Precious, Innocent Blood of the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” [Revelation 13:8].
     When His lifeless Body was removed from the Cross and placed in a tomb, it certainly looked to this fallen world as if evil had won. Death seemed to be victorious. But Easter morning Destroyed that lie as the Crucified One Rose again from the grave, bringing Life and Hope and Forgiveness to a world shattered by the evil that defines fallen humanity. CONCRETE EVIL HAS MET ITS DEFEAT IN THE CONCRETE REALITY OF JESUS AND HIS LOVE!
     No matter what the world looks like to us, we belong to the One who Lives forever. He Remembers your Baptism when He Sealed you to Himself and gave you His own Righteousness and Easter Victory. He, in the midst of earthly conflict and war, still comes in His Body and Blood upon countless Altars to Feed His own people. Hate may seem strong, but the Power of Christ is without limit. His is the Greatest Love. Amen.

          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge

OFFICIAL ACTS:

Wedding: Trent Popour & Mackenzie Lackowski, 8-28-21

Death: 

(funeral: Howard & Della Finkel, 8-7-21)

“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What determines your movements/gestures during the worship services?

A: Great question!  In general, each movement/gestures serves to highlight what’s happening at that particular moment and/or my own personal devotion.  Every pastor learns these actions in their worship classes at seminary. (That doesn’t mean that every pastor does exactly the same movements/gestures, as they may’ve had different instructors and/or simply choose what actions they do.)

     Some common gestures include:

· Making the “sign of the Cross” in remembrance of our Baptism, when it was made over our “forehead and [our] heart” to mark us as “one Redeemed by Christ the crucified” [1 Corinthians 1:23]. This is normally done at the Invocation, during the Consecration, upon reception of the Lord’s Supper, and as a Blessing at the Benediction.

· Raising of the arms/hands reflecting 1 Timothy 2:8, as a sign of our collective prayer (sung or spoken: Usual places for this are the Kyrie, first line of the Gloria in Excelsis, Prayer of the Church, Common & Proper Prefaces, and the Benedicamus.

· Bowing and/or folding of hands (numerous Passages in Scripture): This is a gesture of humility before God; and is normally done at the Gloria Patri (Liturgy & hymns), during Jesus’ “State of Humiliation” in the Nicene Creed, for prayer, and any time one passes in front of the Altar (“reverencing the Altar”).

· Kneeling (similar to bowing): Again, this is a posture of humility before God.  This is normally done during the Confession of sins (in churches that have kneelers), and during the words “and was made man” (the Miracle of Miracles!) during the Nicene Creed, and in reception of the Lord’s Supper.

· Facing the Altar or the people: In general, when the pastor’s speaking to God (Invocation, prayers, Liturgical/hymnic praise, Creed, etc.) he’ll face the Altar (which represents God’s Presence among us, and is where He’s Actually Present in the Lord’s Supper).  When he’s speaking for God to the worshipers he’ll face the people (Confessional address, Absolution, Readings, sermon, Common Preface, Communion distribution & dismissal, Benediction).

· Other: In general, movements toward the Altar are considered reverential (e.g., processional hymns/Introit [cf. Old Testament “Songs/Psalms of Ascent”], the beginning of certain parts of the Liturgy, the bringing up of the Offering plates, coming up for Communion, etc.).  Movements away from the Altar indicate that either God’s Gifts are being given (e.g., Readings at Lectern, sermon at Pulpit) or have been received (e.g., departure from Communion, recessional hymn).  Pastors will usually turn to the right when moving from one part of the service to another, unless logistics determine otherwise (e.g., which side of the Altar the Altar Book is on may determine which direction the pastor turns).

     Obviously, some of these would only apply to the pastor leading the service; but some may also be used freely by worshipers as one’s personal devotion determines.



        (Q. & A. continues on next page.)

Q: Please give us another update on the pastoral vacancy at Zion.

A: At a special Voters Assembly on Sunday, June 6, Zion issued a Call to the Rev. Larry Yaw, Pastor, St. John Lutheran Church, Pulaski, WI.  On July 1, Rev. Yaw returned (declined) the Call.  Another special Voters Assembly was held on Tuesday, July 6, and Zion issued a Call to the Rev. Joel Haak, Associate Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Rochester, MN.  Rev. Haak also returned the Call.  At their regular Voters Assembly on Aug. 22, Zion issued a third Call to the Rev. Jonathan Connor, Pastor, Zion, Manning, IA.  His reply is pending.

CHURCH PAINTING

     As approved by the Church Council and Voters at special meetings in August, the Sanctuary and 1981 entryway will be painted sometime in September.  The color palette is light greyish-blue, blue, and white.

     One (9:00am) Sunday service (no Communion) during the two-week painting time will be held in the school building gymnasium.  Watch/listen for announcements about this.

YOUTH NEWS

     The Summer 2022 Higher Things “For You” Lutheran Youth Conferences will be held July 5 - 8 at the Univ. of Scranton, PA; July 19 - 22 at Montana State Univ., Bozeman; and July 26 - 29 at Valparaiso Univ., IN.  Registration begins Nov. 1, 2021; and information will be sent to all eligible youth (Confirmed through 12th-Grade) before then.
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September
ALTAR GUILD:

Linda Johnson
Carol Woodke

CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of July 2021: 106
Average Church attendance for the month of July 2020:  88
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS



             For the month of July 2021
Budget Income:       General Fund:     $ 12,124.00
                                 Loose Offering: $      780.00        



         
        TOTAL:              $ 12,904.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $364.00 Stained Glass: $270.00 Trustees: $245.00         
Acolyte Schedule September 2021
	Sept 5
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Logan Iseler

	Sept 12
	8:00  
	Olivia Woodke     
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Sept 19
	8:00  
	Logan Iseler
	9:30  
	Wyatt Hoody    

	Sept 26
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	9:30  
	Olivia Woodke       


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions
	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Olivia Woodke
	989-550-5931

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822


2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the entryway.  Please sign up on the numbered clip-board sheet on the bulletin table and take the corresponding numbered envelope box.

Congregate Nutrition Curb-Side Pick-Up – for seniors 60+ on Thursdays from 11:30 to 1p.m.  At the Human Development Commission,                   856 N. Van Dyke in Bad Axe.  Call for reservations 989-269-9502, Ext 226.
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September Wedding Anniversaries
	Nevin & Marissa Pleiness
	9/3
	Frank & Audrey Zinger
	   9/18

	Robert & Connie Abraham
	9/6
	Jacob & Vicki Naeyaert
	9/19

	Shawn & Carol Young
	9/8
	Christopher & Kari VerEllen
	9/19

	Daniel & Angela Koglin
	9/10
	Marvin & Carol Woodke
	9/20

	Zane & Kim Pleiness
	9/10
	Ryan & Rhonda Woodke
	9/20

	Gary & Sharon Schave
	9/11
	Jason & Staci Zimmerman
	9/21

	Daniel & Candy Strozeski
	9/11
	Brandon & Jodi Bender
	9/24

	Jack & Carol Noble
	9/17
	David & Jessica Darling
	9/25

	Ronald & LuAnn Thoms
	9/17
	Cody & Marissa Siemen
	9/26

	Gregory & Cathy Woodke
	9/17
	Duane & Lisa Pleiness
	9/28

	
	
	Jeffery & Lori Kowaleski
	9/29


September Baptism Birthdays

	Jacob Naeyaert
	9/1
	Joseph Woodke
	9/10
	Madelyn Bender
	9/20

	Robert Schulte
	9/1
	Brooke Arndt
	9/11
	Irma Gaffke
	9/21

	Galen Young
	9/2
	Larry Johnson
	9/11
	Brendan Hartz
	9/21

	Katie Glotzhober
	9/3
	Janice Schulz
	9/11
	William Kelley
	9/21

	Betty Leese
	9/4
	Byron Belt
	9/12
	Meadow Williamson
	9/21

	Ardith Blacker
	9/5
	Alexis Bucholtz
	9/12
	Jennifer Karg
	9/22

	Justin Abraham
	9/6
	Alex Fuhrman 
	9/12
	Season Bender
	9/24

	John Bender
	9/6
	Joshua Polly
	9/13
	Alexandra Downs
	9/24

	Braydon Schultz
	9/6
	Kathy Schave
	9/13
	Linda Schave
	9/24

	Carol Clark
	9/7
	Angela Zinger
	9/13
	Marissa Siemen
	9/24

	Dylan Gembarski
	9/7
	Dawn Zinger
	9/13
	Kuper Musolff
	9/25

	Andy Osentoski
	9/7
	Laura Zinger
	9/13
	Brooke Naeyaert
	9/25

	Sandra Zick
	9/8
	Harvey Pleiness
	9/14
	Karen Wandrie
	9/26

	Nicholas Ackerman
	9/9
	Gregory Woodke
	9/17
	Conner Kowaleski
	9/27

	Abbigal Drews
	9/10
	Bethane Engel
	9/18
	Stephanie Leiweke
	9/28

	Roger Lampela
	9/10
	Larry Finkle
	9/18
	Preston Soper
	9/29

	Carson O’Brien
	9/10
	Gabriella Bender
	9/20
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September Birthdays

	Jesse Bender
	9/1
	Tanton Babcock 
	9/12
	Gary Schave 
	 9/26

	Connor Kowaleski
	9/1
	Yvonne Fuhrman
	9/12
	Douglas Schave
	 9/27

	Brenda Prange
	9/1
	Nerissa Maguire
	9/12
	Jason Schultz
	 9/27

	Whitney Leese
	9/2
	Janet Schave
	9/13
	Hattie Hill
	9/28

	Linda Schave
	9/2
	Mason Darling
	9/14
	Amanda Schave
	9/30

	Steven Weiss
	9/2
	Noah Johnson
	9/14
	
	

	Candace Strozeski
	9/3
	Brett Johnson
	9/15
	
	

	Breann Schubring
	9/5
	Kevin Arndt
	9/16
	
	

	Sherry Kelley
	9/6
	Stephanie Ordiway
	9/18
	
	

	Niki Osentoski
	9/6
	Hugh Harwood
	9/19
	
	

	Victoria Johnson
	9/7
	Marie Kessel
	9/19
	
	

	Nicholas VerEllen
	9/7
	Walter Schave
	9/19
	
	

	Martha Popour
	9/8
	Tehmina Lemanski
	9/20
	 
	

	Kathy Schave
	9/8
	Logan King
	9/21
	 
	

	Jamie Schulte
	9/8
	Cameron Lloyd
	9/21
	 
	

	David Bender
	9/9
	Jordis Pitts
	9/21
	
	

	Jennifer Karg
	9/10
	Harlan Reinke
	9/21
	
	

	Janice Bender
	9/11
	Avery Woodke
	9/22
	
	

	Cheyanne Hoody
	9/11
	Adam Dodge
	9/23
	
	

	Matthew Koglin
	9/11
	Regina Scherret
	9/23
	
	

	Carol Noble
	9/11
	Karen Reinke
	9/25
	
	

	Marilyn Wendt
	9/11
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     September 2021

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	 
	   
	1
Pastor Vacation 
	2
	3
	4
Pastor’s Day Off

	5
Church Painting Offering

	6 Office Closed


	7
10:00 “Winkel” @ Caseville
4:00 7th Confirmation Class



	8
10:30 Bible Study

4:00 8th Confirmation Class

 
	9
	10
	11  Pastor’s Day Off 
Patriot Day



	12
8:00 Holy Baptism
(Smaglinski)

Grandparents’ Day

	13
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board



	14
Holy Cross Day


	15
10:30 Bible Study

4:00 8th Confirmation Class


	16
	17
	18
Pastor’s Day Off



	19
9:30 Holy Baptism
(Witherspoon)


	20
4:00 7th Confirmation Class


	21
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees

St. Matthew 

Apostle & Evangelist


	22
10:30 Bible Study
4:00 8th Confirmation Class

 Autumn Begins
	23
	24 
 
	25
Pastor’s Day Off



	26

	27
4:00 7th Confirmation Class

7:00 Finance Board


	28
30IF  = 0,"" 30 IF   < 30  25 "" 


	29
10:30 Bible Study
4:00 8th Confirmation Class

St. Michael & All Angels
0IF  = 0,"" 25 IF   < 30  26 "" 
26


	 30

7:30 Long Range Planning0IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 30  27 "" 
27


	0IF  = 0,"" 27 IF   < 30  28 "" 
28


	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034 

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-30530IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 30  29 "" 
29




SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion�9:30 Divine Service w/Communion








Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 9:30


Greg Schave	     Ken Steinbis


Joe Landenberg	     Gary Eggert


Tanton Babcock	     Justin Voss


	   	     Brad Voss� 		     Cody Brown





     St. John Ev. Lutheran Church








