FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN SEPTEMBER
Sep.   1

Joshua
Sep.   2

Hannah, Mother of Samuel
Sep.   3

Gregory the Great, Pastor
Sep.   4

Moses

Sep.   5

Zacharias & Elizabeth, Parents of John the Baptist
Sep. 14

Holy Cross Day
Sep. 16

Cyprian of Carthage, Pastor & Martyr
Sep. 21

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
Sep. 22

Jonah, Prophet
Sep. 29

St. Michael [Archangel] & All Angels

Sep. 30

Jerome, Translator of Holy Scripture [into Latin]
“Growing as One”
     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

 Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Sep.   4 - 10
 Mark 7:33-35
10 Commandments – 1st
LSB #545

Sep. 11 - 17
 Luke 10:23-24
10 Commandments – 2nd      
LSB #683

Sep. 18 - 24
 Luke 17:19
10 Commandments – 3rd      
LSB #849

Sep. 25 – Oct.1  Matt. 6:25
10 Commandments – 4th  
LSB #760








    (*at least 1st stanza)
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School, 9:00am: “Big Room,” school building; theme of the day lesson, singing, activities
Adult Bible Class, 9:00am: church basement; the Gospel Readings
Wednesday Bible Study, 10:30am: “Big Room,” school building; “Handling Holy Things” (Tino); Revelation
 “… gathered in My Name …” (Matthew 18:20)
     As you know, in June, lay delegate Larry Finkel and I attended the Michigan District Convention at Concordia University-Ann Arbor.  As reported in last month’s newsletter, one of the Resolutions adopted was 1-02, “To Navigate Future Challenges to the Church in-Person & Online Worship as a Response to the Pandemic.”
     Some of the congregations in our Thumb Circuits continued regular worship throughout the beginnings of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.  As you know, we – like most – suspended in-person worship for the Lenten – Easter Seasons, and Pentecost; resuming in-person worship on “Holy Trinity Sunday,” June 7, 2020.  During the time we didn’t have in-person worship, we began – and continue – to video record our worship services for posting on our website and on our Facebook page (both via YouTube).  Whatever path congregations took, most were simply trying to keep their parishioners safe, while remaining faithful to the Lord and His Church.
     Despite all of the varied responses, the pandemic has created an ongoing issue for all of us: There are still, in almost every congregation, members who’ve left the church during the pandemic, and who’ve still not yet returned.  Perhaps they’re watching on-line, but perhaps not.  Resolution 1-02 addresses this issue, saying:

   “Whereas, in-person worship services differ from the experiences of online worship services through the inclusion of formal and informal worship opportunities, community interactions, public witness, and reception of the Sacraments; therefore be it …

   Resolved, that people be encouraged to attend the weekly in-person worship services of their local church when possible, according to the Biblical habit of Acts 2:42 [&, I might add, Hebrews 10:25]; …”  [underline mine]
This Resolution passed with 90%.

     Acts 2:42 Records that the first Christians …

“… devoted themselves to the Apostles’ Teaching and Fellowship [around that Teaching], to the Breaking of Bread [i.e., the Lord’s Supper] and the prayers.” [emphasis mine]
     Hebrews 10:24-25 Admonishes us:

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” [emphasis mine]
     Simply put, worshiping on-line is not the same as worshiping in-person.  It may be necessary for those who can’t attend in-person (e.g., shut-ins, the ill, travelers), but it’s not the same as “meeting together” with one’s brothers and sisters in Christ: A “Zoom” meeting with your family is nice; phone calls are nice, too; but it’s nothing compared to being with them in the flesh.

     God the Father Sent His Son into our flesh, so that we could be Returned to Perfect Fellowship with Him.  Jesus “Dwelt among us” (John 1:14) in the flesh; He suffered with us and for us in the flesh; He died for us in the flesh; He Rose from the grave in the flesh; and He “Ascended to the Right Hand of God the Father Almighty” (Apostles’ Creed, Art. 2) in the flesh.  All of this is Given to you and for you because God “Became man” (John 1:14).  The “Body of Christ,” he Church, then, is also Incarnate – It’s “En-fleshed.” 
  (Article continues on next page.)

     The members of Christ’s Body shouldn’t be severed from one another, and we shouldn’t be severed from Christ our Head.  The Body should be together, in-person, in the flesh.  We need to “meet together” in the flesh with other Christians who are themselves flesh and blood.  We don’t simply watch YouTube videos of pastors that we like.  We also need to have a flesh and blood pastor of our own to speak God’s Word from his physical mouth into our physical ears so that we can hear the Voice of our “Good Shepherd.”  We need that flesh and blood pastor to Baptize our flesh and blood children with real, physical Water.  We need him to place the Flesh and Blood of Jesus into our physical mouths for the Forgiveness of our very real sins. (See “Ask the Pastor.”)  And finally, when our last hour comes, we need him to lay our physical bodies into the Earth in the Sure and Certain Hope of the Flesh and Blood “Resurrection of the dead” (Creeds) on the Last Day.

     If you’re a member of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Port Hope, MI, then you need to come to the in-person “Divine Service” this Sunday.  It doesn’t matter if you attended last Sunday, or if you haven’t stepped foot in the building since March 2020 – you need to be here.  If the pandemic has been keeping you away, it’s time to come Home – you need to be with your Family; you need the in-person, physical, Flesh and Blood Gifts that God Offers to you.  As Luke 14:15-24 Says:

“Come, for everything is now Ready.”

(Thank you to the Rev. Timothy Kern, Our Savior, Marlette, for much of this article.)
          



         

In His service & yours, 

Pastor Dodge
OFFICIAL ACTS

Death: Walter Schave, 8-20-22 (funeral: 8-23-22)
There were 144 diapers/wipes donated during our annual “Lutherans for Life “Diaper Shower.”  They’ve been donated to the Positive Alternatives Pregnancy Center, Bad Axe.
THANK YOU to Goat’s Graphics, Bad Axe, for making our Synod 175th anniversary banners. 
“ASK THE PASTOR”

Please note the “Ask the Pastor” box in the entryway.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: What is the Synod’s (i.e., Biblical) position regarding so-called on-line or “virtual” Communion?
A: At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in February-March 2020, when most churches suspended in-person worship for a time, some (relatively few) of our Missouri Synod churches – in an attempt to continue providing their members with the Lord’s Supper – came up with the idea of “on-line” or “virtual” Communion.  That is, if the members were watching the Service on-line at home, with bread a wine in front of them; then when the pastor Consecrated the elements in church, he was also Consecrating the bread and wine in the people’s homes; which they could then Commune themselves with.

     This un-Biblical practice was soon declared to be an unacceptable alternative to in-person Holy Communion by both the Synod’s Council of Presidents (Synod President & V.P.s and the 35 District Presidents; unanimously) and the Synod’s Commission on Theology & Church Relations (C.T.C.R.; which provides Doctrinal/Biblical guidance on various issues).

    When the elements (bread & wine) are Consecrated with the Words of Christ (“Words of Institution”), the pastor speaks Them over the elements to become the Body and Blood of Christ to be used at that place.  That is, it’s the Power of Christ’s Word spoken over the elements to be used/consumed that makes it Christ’s Body and Blood. (This is why the pastor makes the “sign of the Cross,” or simply holds his hand[s] over, the actual elements to be Consecrated.)  A pastor holding his hand(s) or making the “sign of the Cross” toward a video-recording device is not the same as Consecrating the actual elements in his presence.  Plus, not having a pastor directly administering/distributing the Sacrament is also problematic. (Cf. 1 Corinthians 4:1, “This is how one should regard us [pastors], as servants of Christ, and stewards of the Mysteries of God [i.e., Word & Sacraments]; Augsburg Confession, Art. XIV: “It is taught among us that nobody should publicly teach or preach or administer the Sacraments in the Church without a regular Call.”)
     “Virtual” Communion would be like watching a professional chef on TV preparing a delicious meal while you’re trying to copy them at home: Yours may taste similar (or even exactly the same), but it’s still not the actual meal the chef prepared wherever he/she may be.

     In summary, when it comes to God’s Gifts of His Word and Sacraments, there should never be any doubt introduced, as this affects the certainness of what is being received (Forgiveness, Life, Salvation, spiritual Strength).  “Virtual” Communion certainly, at least, introduces such doubt.  Therefore, the only appropriate/Certain Holy Communion is that which is Consecrated, distributed, and received at the location of the elements that are being directly Consecrated, distributed, and received.
September
ALTAR GUILD:

Linda Johnson
Carol Woodke

CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
Average Church attendance for the month of July 2022: 88
Average Church attendance for the month of July 2021:  106
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS



             For the month of July 2022
Budget Income:      General Fund:     $ 17,776.00
                                 Loose Offering:    $      988.00        



         
        TOTAL:              $ 18,764.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Missions: $435.00 Stained Glass: $1,810.00 Trustees: $150.00  KFUO $20    
Acolyte Schedule September 2022
	Sept 4
	8:00  
	Jentry Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler

	Sept 11
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    
	10:00  
	Logan Iseler    

	Sept 18
	8:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    
	10:00  
	Brady Iseler    

	Sept 25
	8:00  
	Jett Zimmerman
	10:00  
	Wyatt Hoody    


Acolyte numbers for Substitutions
	Name
	Phone
	Name 
	Phone

	Wyatt Hoody
	989-482-5071
	Jett Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Logan Iseler
	810-300-7994
	Jentry Zimmerman
	989-551-7822

	Brady Iseler
	810-434-1231
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September Wedding Anniversaries
	Nevin & Marissa Pleiness
	9/3
	Jacob & Vicki Naeyaert
	9/19

	Robert & Connie Abraham
	9/6
	Christopher & Kari VerEllen (30 years)
	9/19

	Shawn & Carol Young
	9/8
	Marvin & Carol Woodke
	9/20

	Daniel & Angela Koglin
	9/10
	Ryan & Rhonda Woodke
	9/20

	Zane & Kim Pleiness
	9/10
	Jason & Staci Zimmerman (15 years)
	9/21

	Gary & Sharon Schave
(40 years)
	9/11
	Brandon & Jodi Bender
	9/24

	Daniel & Candy Strozeski
	9/11
	David & Jessica Darling
	9/25

	Ronald & LuAnn Thoms
	9/17
	Cody & Marissa Siemen
	9/26

	Gregory & Cathy Woodke
	9/17
	Duane & Lisa Pleiness
	9/28

	Frank & Audrey Zinger
	9/18
	Jeffery & Lori Kowaleski
	9/29


September Baptism Birthdays

	Jacob Naeyaert
	9/1
	Joseph Woodke
	9/10
	Reagan Witherspoon
	9/19

	Robert Schulte
	9/1
	Brooke Arndt
	9/11
	Gabriella Bender
	9/20

	Galen Young
	9/2
	Larry Johnson
	9/11
	Madelyn Bender
	9/20

	Katie Glotzhober
	9/3
	Janice Schulz
	9/11
	Irma Gaffke
	9/21

	Betty Leese
	9/4
	Byron Belt
	9/12
	Brendan Hartz
	9/21

	Ardith Blacker
	9/5
	Alexis Bucholtz
	9/12
	William Kelley
	9/21

	Justin Abraham
	9/6
	Alex Fuhrman 
	9/12
	Meadow Williamson
	9/21

	John Bender
	9/6
	Weston Smaglinski
	9/12
	Jennifer Karg
	9/22

	Braydon Schultz
	9/6
	Joshua Polly
	9/13
	Season Bender
	9/24

	Carol Clark
	9/7
	Kathy Schave
	9/13
	Alexandra Downs
	9/24

	Dylan Gembarski
	9/7
	Angela Zinger
	9/13
	Linda Schave
	9/24

	Andy Osentoski
	9/7
	Dawn Zinger
	9/13
	Marissa Siemen
	9/24

	Sandra Zick
	9/8
	Laura Zinger
	9/13
	Kuper Musolff
	9/25

	Nicholas Ackerman
	9/9
	Harvey Pleiness
	9/14
	Brooke Naeyaert
	9/25

	Abbigal Drews
	9/10
	Gregory Woodke
	9/17
	Karen Wandrie
	9/26

	Roger Lampela
	9/10
	Bethane Engel
	9/18
	Conner Kowaleski
	9/27

	Carson O’Brien
	9/10
	Larry Finkle
	9/18
	Stephanie Leiweke
	9/28

	
	
	Madilyn Simmers
	9/19
	Preston Soper
	9/29


ITS SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME AGAIN
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September Birthdays
	Jesse Bender
	9/1
	Tanton Babcock 
	9/12
	Adam Dodge
	9/23

	Connor Kowaleski
	9/1
	Yvonne Fuhrman
	9/12
	Regina Scherret
	9/23

	Brenda Prange
	9/1
	Nerissa Maguire
	9/12
	Karen Reinke
	9/25

	Whitney Leese
	9/2
	Janet Schave
	9/13
	Norma Johnson
	9/26

	Linda Schave
	9/2
	Mason Darling
	9/14
	Lorna Pleiness 
	9/26

	Steven Weiss
	9/2
	Noah Johnson
	9/14
	Gary Schave 
	 9/26

	Candace Strozeski
	9/3
	Brett Johnson
	9/15
	Douglas Schave
	 9/27

	Breann Schubring
	9/5
	Kevin Arndt
(60 years)
	9/16
	Jason Schultz
	 9/27

	Sherry Kelley
	9/6
	Levi Hill
	9/17
	Hattie Hill
	9/28

	Niki Osentoski
	9/6
	Stephanie Ordiway
	9/18
	Amanda Schave
	9/30

	Victoria Johnson
	9/7
	Hugh Harwood
	9/19
	
	

	Nicholas VerEllen
	9/7
	Marie Kessel
(60 years)
	9/19
	
	

	Martha Popour
	9/8
	Walter Schave
	9/19
	 
	

	Kathy Schave
	9/8
	Tehmina Lemanski
	9/20
	 
	

	Jamie Schulte
	9/8
	Logan King
	9/21
	 
	

	David Bender
(40 years)
	9/9
	Cameron Lloyd
	9/21
	
	

	Jennifer Karg
	9/10
	Jordis Pitts
	9/21
	
	

	Janice Bender
	9/11
	Harlan Reinke
	9/21
	
	

	Cheyanne Hoody
	9/11
	Avery Woodke
	9/22
	
	

	Matthew Koglin
	9/11
	 
	 
	
	

	Marilyn Wendt
	9/11
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     September 2022

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	 
	   
	  
	1
	2
	3
Pastor’s Day Off

	4
S.S. staff installation
5:00 7th Confirmation Class

6:30 8th Confirmation Class


	5 Office Closed


	6
10:00 “Winkel” @ Port Sanilac


	7
10:30 Bible Study

 
	8
	9
	10  
Pastor’s Day Off 


	11
5:00 7th Confirmation Class

6:30 8th Confirmation Class
Patriot Day
Grandparents’ Day

	12
7:00 Finance Board



	13

	14
10:30 Bible Study

Holy Cross Day


	15
	16
	17
Pastor’s Day Off



	18
5:00 7th Confirmation Class

6:30 8th Confirmation Class


	19

	20
7:00 Elders

7:00 Trustees


	21

10:30 Bible Study
St. Matthew 

Apostle & Evangelist

 
	22
Autumn Begins
	23 
 
	24
Pastor’s Day Off



	25
5:00 7th Confirmation Class

6:30 8th Confirmation Class


	26
7:00 Finance Board


	27
30IF  = 0,"" 30 IF   < 30  25 "" 


	28
10:30 Bible Study
0IF  = 0,"" 25 IF   < 30  26 "" 
26


	 29
7:30 Long Range Planning
St. Michael & All Angels 0IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 30  27 "" 
27


	300IF  = 0,"" 27 IF   < 30  28 "" 
28


	Elders: 

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Don Clark 989-479-9682

Les Weiss 551-4148

Greg Woodke 550-5931

Galen Young 550-3053
0IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 30  29 "" 
29




     St. John Ev. Lutheran Church





Ushers 8:00	    Ushers 10:00


Greg Schave	     Cody Brown


Joe Landenberg	     Gary Eggert


Tanton Babcock	     





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:00 Sunday School / Bible Class�10:00 Divine Service w/Communion











